MSU CNF READING LIST 1

MSU MFA: CREATIVE NONFICTION READING LIST

FROM THE TRADITION
(UP TO AND INCLUDING SUGGESTIONS FROM NEW JOURNALISM)

AUTHOR

TITLE

AGEE, JAMES

LET US NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN

BALDWIN, JAMES

NOTES OF A NATIVE SON

BOSWELL, JAMES

LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON

CAPOTE, TRUMAN

IN COLD BLOOD

DIDION, JOAN

SLOUCHING TOWARD BETHLEHEM

DIDION, JOAN

THE WHITE ALBUM

DOUGLASS, FREDERICK

NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS, AN AMERICAN SLAVE

EDWARDS, JONATHAN

A FAITHFUL NARRATIVE

EMERSON, RALPH WALDO

"NATURE" (ESSAYS: FIRST SERIES)

EMERSON, RALPH WALDO

"SELF-RELIANCE" (ESSAYS: FIRST SERIES)

FRANKLIN, BENJAMIN

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

EQUIANO, OLAUDAH

THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF OLAUDAH EQUIANO

FRANK, ANNE

DIARIES

FULLER, SARAH MARGARET

WOMAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

HAZLITT, WILLIAM

"ON THE PLEASURE OF HATING"

HELMAN, LILLLIAN

AN UNFINISHED WOMAN

HELMAN, LILLLIAN

PENTIMENTO

HERSHEY, JOHN

HIROSHIMA

JACOBS, HARRIET ANN

INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL

KING, MARTIN LUTHER

"I' HAVE A DREAM" (TESTAMENT OF HOPE: THE ESSENTIAL WRITINGS AND
SPEECHES...)

LINCOLN, ABRAHAM

GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

LOCKE, JOHN

ESSAY CONCERNING HUMAN UNDERSTANDING

OLMSTED, FREDERICK LAW

A JOURNEY THROUGH TEXAS

ORWELL, GEORGE

DOWN AND OUT IN PARIS AND LONDON

ORWELL, GEORGE

"SHOOTING AN ELEPHANT"

ORWELL, GEORGE "A HANGING"
L'OUVERTURE, TOUSSAINT SONGS OF THE FREE: A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, POEMS, AND STORIES
MONTAIGNE, MICHEL DE ESSAIS

PAINE, THOMAS

THE AGE OF REASON

POPE, ALEXANDER

ESSAY ON MAN

PRATT, MARY LOUISE

IMPERIAL EYES: TRAVEL WRITING AND TRANSCULTURATION

ROWLANDSON, MARY

CAPTIVITY

STANTON, ELIZABETH CADY

EIGHTY YEARS AND MORE: REMINISCENCES

THOREAU, HENRY DAVID

"WHERE | LIVED AND WHAT I LIVED FOR"(IN COLLECTED ESSAYS AND
POEMS)

THOREAU, HENRY DAVID

"THE PONDS" (IN COLLECTED ESSAYS AND POEMS)

THOREAU, HENRY DAVID

"SUCCESSION OF FOREST TREES" (IN COLLECTED ESSAYS AND POEMS)

THOREAU, HENRY DAVID

WALKING

THOMPSON, HUNTER S.

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS

THOMPSON, HUNTER S. HELL'S ANGELS
TWAIN, MARK LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI
TWAIN, MARK ROUGHING IT




TWAIN, MARK

MSU CNF READING LIST 2

"HOW TO TELL A STORY"(IN COMPLETE ESSAYS OF MARK TWAIN)

WOLFE, TOM

THE ELECTRIC KOOL-AID ACID TEST

WOOLF, VIRGINIA

MOMENTS OF BEING

WOOLF, VIRGINIA

A ROOM OF ONE'S OWN

WOOLF, VIRGINIA

THREE GUINEAS

WRIGHT, RICHARD

BLACK BOY

DE VACA, ALVAR NUNEZ
CABEZA

THE NARRATIVE OF ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA

LITERARY MEMOIR

AUTHOR TITLE
ALLISON, DOROTHY TWO OR THREE THINGS | KNOW FOR SURE
ANSAY, A. MANETTE LIMBO
BAKER, RUSSELL GROWING UP

BARNES, KIM IN THE WILDERNESS:COMING OF AGE IN THE UNKNOWN COUNTRY
BARTOK, MIRA THE MEMORY PALACE

BEARD, JO ANN THE BOYS OF MY YOUTH

BOTTOMS, GREG ANGELHEAD

BOTTOMS, GREG COLORFUL APOCALYPSE

BURROUGHS, AUGUSTEN

RUNNING WITH SCISSORS

CASTRO, JOY

THE TRUTH BOOK

COFER, JUDITH ORTIZ

THE LATIN DELI

COFER, JUDITH ORTIZ

SILENT DANCING: A PARTIAL REMEMBRANCE OF A PUERTO RICAN
CHILDHOOD

CONROY, FRANK

STOP-TIME

CREWS, HARRY

CHILDHOOD: A BIOGRAPHY OF A PLACE

DIDION, JOAN

THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING

DIDION, JOAN

BLUE NIGHTS

DANIELL, ROSEMARY

FATAL FLOWERS

DILLARD, ANNIE

AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD

DOTY, MARK DOG YEARS
DOTY, MARK FIREBIRD
DOTY, MARK HEAVEN'S COAST

DUBUS, ANDRE

BROKEN VESSELS: MEDITATIONS FROM A MOVING CHAIR

DUBUS, ANDRE

MEDITATIONS FROM A MOVEABLE CHAIR

EARLEY, TONY

SOMEHOW FORM A FAMILY

ELLROY, JAMES

MY DARK PLACES

ERLICH, GRETEL

A MATCH TO THE HEART: ONE WOMAN'S STORY OF BEING STRUCK BY
LIGHTNING

EGGERS, DAVE

A HEARTBREAKING WORK OF STAGGERING GENIUS

FOSTER, PATRICIA

ALL THE LOST GIRLS: CONFESSIONS OF A SOUTHERN DAUGHTER

FOX, PAULA

BORROWED FINERY

GATES, HENRY LOUIS

COLORED PEOPLE

GORNICK, VIVIAN

FIERCE ATTACHMENTS

GREALY, LUCY

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A FACE

HALEY, ALEX (AND
MALCOLM X)

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X




MSU CNF READING LIST 3

HARRISON, KATHRYN THE KISS
HEMLEY, ROBIN NOLA: A MEMOIR OF FAITH, ART, AND MADNESS
HEMLEY, ROBIN DO-OVER

HORNBACHER, MARYA

WASTED: A MEMOIR OF ANOREXIA AND BULIMIA

HUBER, SONYA

OPA NOBODY

JAMISON, KAY THE UNQUIET MIND
KARR, MARY THE LIAR'S CLUB
KARR, MARY CHERRY

KARR, MARY LIT

KINCAID, JAMAICA

A SMALL PLACE

KINGSTON, MAXINE HONG

WOMAN WARRIOR

LEWIS, C.S.

SURPRISED BY JOY

LOTT, BRET

FATHERS, SONS, BROTHERS: THE MEN IN MY FAMILY

LORDE, AUDRE

THE CANCER JOURNALS

MCCARTHEY, MARY

MEMORIES OF A CATHOLIC GIRL

MCCOURT, FRANK

ANGELA'S ASHES

MCCOURT, FRANK

TEACHER MAN

MCCLANAHAN, REBECCA

THE RIDDLE SONG AND OTHER REMEMBERINGS

MARTIN, LEE

TURNING BONES

MEAD, MARGARET

BLACKBERRY WINTER

MINER, VALERIE

THE LOW ROAD: A SCOTTISH FAMILY MEMOIR

MORRILL, DONALD

THE UNTOUCHED MINUTES

NABOKOV, VLADIMIR

SPEAK MEMORY

ONDAATJE, MICHAEL

RUNNING IN THE FAMILY

PATCHETT, ANN

TRUTH AND BEAUTY

PEACOCK, MOLLY

PARADISE, PIECE BY PIECE

RACHLIN, NAHID

PERSIAN GIRLS

RIOS, ALBERTO

CAPIROTADAS: A NOGALES MEMOIR

RODRIGUEZ, RICHARD

HUNGER OF MEMORY

SANDERS, SCOTT RUSSELL

A PRIVATE HISTORY OF AWE

SCHWARTZ, LYNNE SHARON

RUINED BY READING: A LIFE IN BOOKS

SILVERMAN, SUE WILLIAM

BECAUSE | REMEMBER TERROR, FATHER, | REMEMBER YOU

SILVERMAN, SUE WILLIAM

LOVE SICK

SKLOOT, FLOYD

IN THE SHADOW OF MEMORY

SPRENGNETHER, MADELON

CRYING AT THE MOVIES

STEINKE, DARCY

EASTER EVERYWHERE

THOMAS, ABIGAIL

SAFEKEEPING

WIDEMAN, JOHN EDGAR

BROTHERS AND KEEPERS

WOLFF, GEOFFREY

THE DUKE OF DECEPTION

WOLFF, TOBIAS

THIS BOY'S LIFE

YUKNAVITCH, LIDIA

THE CHRONOLOGY OF WATER

HUMOR

AUTHOR

TITLE

MOORE, DINTY

THE ACCIDENTAL BUDDHIST




PERELMAN, S.J.

MSU CNF READING LIST 4

MOST OF THE MOST OF S.J. PERELMAN

SEDARIS, DAVID

NAKED

THURBER, JAMES

MY LIFE AND HARD TIMES

THE ESSAY

AUTHOR

TITLE

ACKERMAN, DIANE

A NATURAL HISTORY OF THE SENSES

ACKERMAN, DIANE

A NATURAL HISTORY OF LOVE

ALEXIE, SHERMAN

CAPTIVITY

BERRY, WENDELL

RECOLLECTED ESSAYS: 1965-1980

BERRY, WENDELL

"GETTING ALONG WITH NATURE"

BURROWAY, JANET

EMBALMING MOM: ESSAYS IN LIFE

DANIELL, ROSEMARY

SECRETS OF THE ZONA ROSA

DIDION, JOAN

DEMOCRACY

DILLARD, ANNIE

TOTAL ECLIPSE

EISELEY, LOREN

THE STAR THROWER

ELLISON, RALPH

GOING TO THE TERRITORY

FENNELLY, BETH ANN

GREAT WITH CHILD

FOSTER, PATRICIA

JUST BENEATH MY SKIN: AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND SELF-DISCOVERY

FOSTER, PATRICIA

MINDING THE BODY

FRAZIER, IAN

ON THE REZ

GUERNICK, VIVIAN

APPROACHING EYE LEVEL

HAMPL, PATRICIA

| COULD TELL YOU STORIES: SOJOURNS IN THE LAND OF MEMORY

HURSTON, ZORA NEALE

A ROMANTIC EDUCATION

IYER, PICO

DUST TRACKS ON A ROAD

LOPATE, PHILLIP

FALLING OFF THE MAP

LOPATE, PHILLIP

THE ART OF THE PERSONAL ESSAY

LOPATE, PHILLIP

AGAINST JOIE DE VIVRE

LOPATE, PHILLIP

PORTRAIT OF MY BODY

MAIRS, NANCY A TROUBLED GUEST: LIFE AND DEATH STORIES

MAIRS, NANCY CARNAL ACTS

MAIRS, NANCY REMEMBERING THE BONE HOUSE: AN EROTICS OF SPACE AND PLACE
MAIRS, NANCY WAIST-HIGH IN THE WORLD: A LIFE AMONG THE NON-DISABLED

MARIANI, PAUL

GOD AND THE IMAGINATION

MCPHEE, JOHN

THE SEARCH FOR MARVIN GARDENS

MILLER, BRENDA

SEASON OF THE BODY

MOORE, DINTY

BETWEEN PANIC AND DESIRE

MOORE, DINTY

"SON OF MR. GREEN JEANS"

NEVILLE, SUSAN

ICONOGRAPHY: A WRITER'S MEDITATION

SANDERS, SCOTT RUSSELL

LIES, SECRETS, AND SILENCE

SANDERS, SCOTT RUSSELL

WRITING FROM THE CENTER

SANDERS, SCOTT RUSSELL

THE FORCE OF SPIRIT

SANDERS, SCOTT RUSSELL

STAYING PUT: MAKING A HOME IN A RESTLESS WORLD

SEDARIS, DAVID

ME TALK PRETTY ONE DAY

SEDARIS, DAVID

REMOTE: REFLECTIONS ON LIFE IN THE SHADOW OF CELEBRITY




SONTAG, SUSAN

MSU CNF READING LIST 5

AGAINST INTERPRETATIONS

STERN, GERALD

WHAT | CAN'T BEAR LOSING

WALLACE, DAVID FOSTER

CONSIDER THELOBSTER AND OTHER ESSAYS

WHITE, E.B.

ONE MAN'S MEAT

WOOLF, VIRGINIA

THE DEATH OF THE MOTH AND OTHER ESSAYS

TRAVEL

AUTHOR

TITLE

CHECKOWAY, JULIE

LITTLE SISTER: SEARCHING FOR THE SHADOW WORLD OF CHINESE WOMEN

DAVIDSON, ROBYN

TRACKS

DIDION, JOAN

SALVADOR

DILLARD, ANNIE

FOR THE TIME BEING

EHRLICH, GRETEL

QUESTIONS OF HEAVEN: THE CHINESE JOURNEY OF AN AMERICAN
BUDDHIST

GILBERT, ELIZABETH

EAT, PRAY, LOVE

HEMLEY, ROBIN

NOLA: A MEMOIR OF FAITH, ART, AND MADNESS

HONGO, GARRETT

VOLCANO: A MEMOIR OF HAWAI'I

KOOSER, TED

LOCAL WONDERS: SEASONS IN THE BOHEMIAN ALPS

MAYLE, PETER

A YEAR IN PROVENCE

MERNISSI, FATIMA DREAMS OF TRESPASS
NAFISI, AZAR READING LOLITA IN TEHRAN
NORRIS, KATHLEEN DAKOTA

NORRIS, KATHLEEN

THE CLOISTER WALK

OFFUT, CHRIS

THE SAME RIVER TWICE

STEWART, RORY

THE PLACES IN BETWEEN: A WALK ACROSS AFGHANISTAN

STEWART, RORY

THE PRINCE OF THE MARSHES: A YEAR IN IRAQ

THEROUX, PAUL

RIDING THE IRON ROOSTER: BY TRAIN THROUGH CHINA

THEROUX, PAUL

THE OLD PATAGONIA EXPRESS: BY TRAIN THROUGH THE AMERICAS

TONER, JIM SERENDIB
THE NATURAL WORLD (SCIENCE)
AUTHOR TITLE
ABBEY, EDWARD DESERT SOLITAIRE
BARNES, KIM HUNGRY FOR THE WORLD
BASS, RICK WINTER
BROX, JANE FIVE THOUSAND DAYS LIKE THIS ONE
BROX, JANE HERE AND NOWHERE ELSE: LATE SEASONS OF A FARM AND ITS FAMILY
BROX, JANE CLEARING LAND
BURROUGHS, FRANKLIN BILLY WATSON'S CROKER SACK
CARSON, ANNE PLAINWATER
CHATWIN, BRUCE IN PATAGONIA

DILLARD, ANNIE

A PILGRIM AT TINKER CREEK

DILLARD, ANNIE

TEACHING A STONE TO TALK

DILLARD, ANNIE

"LIVING LIKE WEASELS"

ERLICH, GRETEL

THE FUTURE OF ICE: A JOURNEY INTO COLD




ERLICH, GRETEL

MSU CNF READING LIST 6

THE SOLACE OF OPEN SPACES

ERLICH, GRETEL

THIS COLD HEAVEN: SEVEN SEASONS IN GREENLAND

FRAZIER, IAN

THE GREAT PLAINS

HOAGLAND, EDWARD

THE COURAGE OF TURTLES

HURD, BARBARA

STIRRING THE MUD

HURD, BARBARA

ENTERING THE STONE

HURD, BARBARA

WALKING THE WRACK LINE

KILGO, JIM DEEP ENOUGH FOR IVORY BILLS
KILGO, JIM AN INHERITANCE OF HORSES
KRAKAUER, JON INTO THIN AIR

KRAKAUER, JON INTO THE WILD

LOPEZ, BARRY

ARCTIC DREAMS: IMAGINATION AND DESIRE IN A NORTHERN LANDSCAPE

MOON, WILLIAM LEAST
HEAT

BLUE HIGHWAYS

MCPHEE, JOHN

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE ARCHDRUID

MCPHEE, JOHN

COMING INTO THE COUNTRY

MARTONE, MICHAEL

THE FLATNESS AND OTHER LANDSCAPES

MOMADAY, N. SCOTT

THE WAY TO RAINY MOUNTAIN

MOMADAY, N. SCOTT

ECOLOGY OF A CRACKER CHILDHOOD

RAY, JANESSE

WILDCARD QUILT

ROORBACH, BILL

TEMPLE STREAM: A RURAL ODYSSEY

SAKS, OLIVER

THE MAN WHO MISTOOK HIS WIFE FOR A HAT

SKLOOT, REBECCA

THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRIETTA LACKS

SELTZER, RICHARD

MORTAL LESSONS: NOTES ON THE ART OF SURGERY

SELTZER, RICHARD

CONFESSIONS OF A KNIFE

SCHULMAN, ALIX KATES

DRINKING THE RAIN

WILLIAMS, TERRY TEMPEST

RED

WILLIAMS, TERRY TEMPEST

REFUGE: AN UNNATURAL HISTORY OF FAMILY AND PLACE

CONTEMPORARY "IMMERSION" JOURNALISM

AUTHOR TITLE
ADIELE, FAITH MEETING FAITH: THE FOREST JOURNALS OF A BLACK BUDDHIST NUN
AMBERG, ROB SODOM LAUREL ALBUM

AINSLIE, RICARDO

LONG DARK ROAD (ABOUT THE JAMES BYRD RACE MURDER)

ARMOUR-HILEMAN,
VICTORIA

SINGING TO THE DEAD: A MISSIONER'S LIFE AMONG REFUGEES FROM
BURMA

AYERS, BILL

FUGITIVE DAYS

BLAIS, MADELEINE

IN THESE GIRLS HOPE IS A MUSCLE

BORICH, BARRIE JEAN

MY LESBIAN HUSBAND: LANDSCAPES OF A MARRIAGE

COVINGTON, DENNIS

SALVATION ON SAND MOUNTAIN

DONOFRIO, BEVERLY

LOOKING FOR MARY (OR, THE BLESSED MOTHER AND ME)

EHRENREICH, BARBARA

NICKEL AND DIMED

GALEANO, EDUARDO

SOCCER IN SUN AND SHADOW

GASS, WILLIAM

ON BEING BLUE: A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY

GOUREVITCH, PHILIP

WE WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT TOMORROW WE WILL ALL BE KILLED WITH
OUR FAMILIES: STORIES FROM RWANDA

HARRISON, JIM

OFF TO THE SIDE




HAYDEN, TOM

MSU CNF READING LIST 7

IRISH ON THE INSIDE: IN SEARCH OF THE SOUL OF IRISH AMERICA

HEMLEY, ROBIN

INVENTED EDEN: THE ELUSIVE, DISPUTED HISTORY OF THE TASADAY

HOFFMAN, EVA

AFTER SUCH KNOWLEDGE: MEMORY, HISTORY, AND THE LEGACY OF THE
HOLOCAUST

HOUSE, SILAS

SOMETHING'S RISING

JUNGAR, SEBASTIAN A PERFECT STORM
KENEALLY, THOMAS SCHINDLER'S LIST
KIDDER, TRACY HOUSE

KIDDER, TRACY

AMONG SCHOOL CHILDREN

KROG, ANTJIE

COUNTRY OF MY SKULL

LAMOTT, ANNE

TRAVELING MERCIES: SOME THOUGHTS ON FAITH

MCWHORTER, DIANE

CARRY ME HOME

MAILER, NORMAN

EXECUTIONER'S SONG

POLLAN, MICHAEL

BOTANY OF DESIRE

POLLAN, MICHAEL

THE OMNIVORE'S DILEMMA

ROACH, MARY

STIFF: THE CURIOUS LIVES OF CADAVERS

SEIERSTAD, ASNE

THE BOOKSELLER OF KABUL

TERKEL, STUDS

WORKING

ANTHOLOGIES

EDITOR

TITLE

D'GATA, JOHN

THE NEXT AMERICAN ESSAY

GERARD, PHILIP

CREATIVE NONFICTION

GORNICK, VIVIAN

THE SITUATION AND THE STORY

KITCHEN, JUDITH IN SHORT
KITCHEN, JUDITH IN BRIEF
KITCHEN, JUDITH SHORT TAKES

KLAUS, CARL & NED
STUCKEY FRENCH, EDITORS

ESSAYISTS ON THE ESSAY: MONTAIGNE TO OUR TIME

MILLER, BRENDA

TELLING IT SLANT

MOORE, DINTY

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER

NGUYEN, BICH & PORTER
SHREVE

CONTEMPORAY CREATIVE NONFICTION (I & EYE)

SILVERMAN, SUE WILLIAM

FEARLESS CONFESSIONS

STEINBERG, MICHAEL

THE FOURTH GENRE

SUKRUNGRUANG, IRA

SCOOT OVER SKINNY: THE FAT NONFICTION ANTHOLOGY

SUKRUNGRUANG, IRA

DISTANCE OVER DIRECTION

WILLIFORD, LEX

TOUCHSTONE ANTHOLOGY OF CONTEMPORARY CREATIVE NONFICTION

THE BEST AMERICAN SPIRITUAL WRITING

THE BEST AMERICAN TRAVEL WRITING

BEST AMERICAN ESSAYS

ON AND ABOUT WRITING (NOT JUST NONFICTION)

AUTHOR

TITLE

ALLENDE, ISABEL, ET. AL.

GIVING BIRTH, FINDING FORM

ATWOOD, MARGARET

NEGOTIATING WITH THE DEAD




BLY, CAROL

THE PASSIONATE ACCURATE STORY

MSU CNF READING LIST 8

BRANDE, DOROTHEA

ON BECOMING A WRITER

BURROWAY, JANET

WRITING FICTION: A GUIDE TO NARRATIVE CRAFT

CALVINO, ITALIO

SIXMEMOS FOR THE NEW MILLENIUM

CHAGALL, MARC

MY LIFE

DAVENPORT, GUY

AND

DILLARD, ANNIE

THE WRITING LIFE

GOLDBERG, NATALIE

WRITING DOWN THE BONES

HAMPL, PATRICIA

I COULD TELL YOU STORIES

HYDE, LEWIS

THE GIFT

LAMOTT, ANNE

BIRD BY BIRD

LEGUIN, URSULA

THE WAVE IN THE MIND

MCCLANAHAN, REBECCA

WRITE YOUR HEART OUT

MOORE, DINTY

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER

O'CONNER, FLANNERY

THE HABIT OF BEING

O'KEEFE, GEORGIA

ARTS & LETTERS

O'KEEFE, GEORGIA

SOME MEMORIES OF DRAWING

OATES, JOYCE CAROL

FIRST PERSON SINGULAR

OLSEN, TILLIE

SILENCES

OZICK, CYNTHIA

ART AND ARDOR

RICH, ADRIENNE

LIES, SECRETS, AND SILENCES

ROOT, ROBERT

THE NONFICTIONIST'S GUIDE

STEINBERG, JANET

THE WRITER ON HER WORK

WALKER, ALICE

IN SEARCH OF OUR MOTHER'S GARDENS

WELTY, EUDORA

ONE WRITER'S BEGINNINGS

WELTY, EUDORA

THE EYE OF THE STORY

WINTERSON, JEANETTE

ART OBJECTS




