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MSU rehires

professor
despite racial
comments

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — A Murray State University
professor is teaching again after a scandal
erupted when he chastised two black stu-
dents for tardiness by referring to slavery.
But this time he has no face-to-face contact
with students.

Political science professor Mark Wattier
has been rehired to teach a handful of online
courses offered by Murray State. He had re-
tired earlier this year during a campus review
of his comments.

The longtime profes-
sor is teaching one on-
line course this semes-
ter — POL 140 American
National Government,
university spokeswoman
Catherine Sivills said Fri-
day. Thirty-five students
are enrolled in the class.

Wattier is a part-time )
employee who will teach Wattier
four online courses under
his one-year contract with the school, she
said. He does not have an office on campus.

Sivills said it’s common for retired fac-
ulty or administrators to teach part time at
the school. Wattier's career had spanned
30 years at the school, including time as the
president of the Faculty Senate.

Murray State President Randy Dunn ap-
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WATTIER: MSU rehires professor
on 1-year post-retirement contract
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roved his rehiring, Sivills
Baid.

‘We have hired him back
On a one-year post-retire-
ment contract to teach on-
line courses for us in his
field of expertise,” Dunn
said in an e-mailed state-
ment.

The university declined
further comment. Wat-
tier’s rehiring was first
reported by The Murray
State News, the campus
newspaper.

Wattier did not immedi-
ately reply to an e-mail Fri-
day seeking comment.

Arlene Johnson, the
student who filed a com-

‘plaint against Wattier,

declined to comment Fri-
day.

Wattier retired in March
while on an unpaid sus-
pension stemming from
the claims that he made
the racial comments to two
black students last year.
Both Wattier and Johnson
agreed that the professor
made a reference to slavery
while admonishing John-

son and another black stu-
dent to be on time to class.
His comments came after a
class early in the fall semes-
ter of 2010.

Wattier had contested his
suspension and the campus
president appointed a panel
toreview the appeal. During
the review, Wattier made an
apology to the student, who
accepted it, Sivills said. At
that point, the review panel
didn’t see the need to issue
an opinion in the matter,
she said.

In recounting the inci-
dent in February, Wattier
acknowledged to the AP in
an e-mail that he had made
a mistake.

“I did say, ‘Do you know
why you were late? There’s
a theory that a way to pro-
test their masters treat-
ment was for slaves to be
late.” My comment was in-
appropriate. I regret having
said this out of context and
blunily.” :

Murray State’s enroll-
ment last year was 10,400,
with black students making
up 7 percent of the student
body.
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Murray State announces addition of iTunes U app

Special to the Ledger

Staying connected with
Murray State University online
and on the go is about to be eas-
ier than ever. Last year, the uni-
versity announced that Android
and iPhone owners could con-
nect through the Racer Mobile
App.

Now that the iPhone app has
been revamped to include a
sophisticated, ‘sleek structure,
Racers around the world will
have additional features and
more ways to stay plugged into
MSU. Along with the rollout of
the new app, Murray State
University ‘has -also been added
to the list of forward-thinking
colleges on iTunes U.

iTunes U is an innovative
way to get content into the
hands of students, alumni and
friends of MSU wherever they
live. The platform, accessible
through the iTunes Store, will

feature content from the Murray
State television show
Roundabout U and MSU’s
regional National Public Radio
station WKMS.

Clips and features along with
other MSU content is organized
into categories such as arts and
literature, education, and busi-
ness and economics, among
others. Or, users can watch full
episodes of Roundabout U or
listen to full programs from
WKMS. Each clip, feature or
show can be downloaded to lis-
ten to or watch at the user’s con-
venience. Users can also sub-
scribe to categories so new con-
tent can be automatically down-
loaded to their devices.

MSU RacerMobile, now
available in the iTunes Store, is

free and will replace the previ-,

ous iPhone app. The old
RacerMobile app” will not
update into the newer one and

will not be supported any
longer. Current app users will

-need to delete the old app and

go to the iTunes Store to find
MSU RacerMobile by search-
ing for the name or Murray
State University.

The new RacerMobile app
keeps users up-to-date with
important MSU information,
including all Murray State
social media such as YouTube,
Twitter and Facebook.
Additionally, users can use
Facebook Connect to share
important information and
events with friends.

Other app features include
the ability to browse current
YouTube videos from Murray
State and Roundabout U, find a
location on campus, purchase
event tickets, visit the mobile
Racer Gear Store, access the
MSU libraries and much more.
Favorite articles or calendar

events can be shared using
email, Twitter or Facebook, and
users can listen to WKMS.
“Mobile and digital market-
ing is a very important medium
for our university. It allows
sharing information and content
on several avenues with all of
our audiences,” said Catherine
Sivills, assistant vice president
for university communications
at Murray State. “Staying cur-
rent with technology is not easy.
but we feel that we can continue
to keep up the pace with dynam-
ic content that is accessible (o
most of our users through
mobile devices and applications
like iTunes U.” '
For more information about
the Murray State iTunes U page
or the MSU Racer Mobile app,
visit www.murraystate.edu/con-
nect or both can be found
through the Apple iTunes store,
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Murray State
rehires Wattier
part-time for

online courses

By HAWKINS TEAGUE
Staff Writer

The Murray State University
professor who was suspended
!ast spring for allegedly mak-
Ing a racial comment to a black
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From Front

student has been hired by the
university on a part-time basis
to teach online courses, officials
say.

In February, it was reported
that one of Wattier’s former stu-
dents had filed a complaint
against him with MSU’s Office
of Equal Opportunity. In the
complaint, Arlene Johnson said
she and another student
approached Wattier, who is
white, on Aug. 25 to ask why a
movie had started before the
regular class time. Johnson
alleged that Wattier made an
offensive comment after telling
her movies always started earli-
er than the usual class time.

“We said, ‘Well, we didn’t
know (movies started early). It
wasn’t on the syllabus, so we
were unaware,”” Johnson told
the Ledger & Times during a
telephone interview in February.
“And then he said, ‘Well, it’s
OK, 1 expect it of you guys any-
way.’ We asked him, ‘What did
that mean?” And he said the
slaves never showed up on time,
so their owners often lashed
them for it. He just didn’t have
the right.”

In an e-mail to the Associated
Press, Wattier said he had made
a mistake.

“1 did say, ‘Do you know why
you were late? There’s a theory
that a way to protest their mas-
ter’s treatment was for slaves to
be late.”” Wattier wrote. “My

comment was inappropriate. 1
regret having said this out of
context and bluntly.”

Catherine  Sivills, MSU’s
assistant vice president for com-
munications, said that after the
grievance process concluded
through the OEO, Wattier was
suspended effective Jan. 4,
through May 15, 2011. Wattier
later filed an application to the
Kentucky Teachers Retirement
System (KTRS) to begin retire-
ment proceedings.

Sivills said in an e-mail on
Friday that Wattier was current-
ly teaching only POL 140
American National
Government, a three-credit
online course that covers the
American political system, its
constitution, institutions and
processes. The current class
enrollment is 35, she said.

“He is receiving KTRS bene-
fits (since he officially retired in
the Spring of this year),” Sivills
said in the e-mail. “He does not
have an office on campus. He is
contracted as a part-time
employee (faculty) to teach four
on-line classes. The other three
classes are to be determined
(they have not been set yet). He
is only teaching one class this
semester.” )

A statement from MSU
President Dr. Randy Dunn said,
“We have hired Dr. Wattier back
on a one-year post-retirement
contract to teach online courses
for us in his field of expertise.”
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Fiscal Court hires firm for financing MSU expansion

>éY MALLORY PANUSKA
mpanuska@paducahsun.com
The McCracken Fiscal
., Court chose a local brokerage
firm to help secure bonds for
a slated Murray State Univer-
sity campus in Paducah.
Commissioners voted to
hire Paducah-based Hilliard
Lyons Monday based on a
recommendation from county
treasurer Angie Brown.
Branch manager Hal Sulli-
van said the firm will provide
legal documentation for the
bond sale, which is the first
step in securing the up to $10

million in financing needed
for the project.

The expanded campus is
planned for a tract of land
located between Blandville
Road and Buckner Lane along
Interstate 24 known as Bark-
ley Woods. Murray State pur-
chased the land in 2008 as a
potential future location for
an expansion that would offer
third- and fourth-year toward
bachelor degrees.

Hilliard Lyons was one of
four firms submitting propos-
als and came out with the best
credentials, Judge-Executive

Van Newberry said.

Along list of details, ranging
from experience to price, de-
termined Brown’s recommen-
dation. Newberry said Hilliard
Lyons has experience with gov-
ernment and university bonds
and had even worked with
Murray State before, He said
the price was in line with the
other proposals at $35,000.

“I think it'’s pretty fairly
evaluated,” he said.

Newberry said the firm should
be finished arranging the financ-
ing in two to three months.

Murray State is also in the

process of completing the
design and cost estimates for
the project. Newberry expects
that the two efforts will likely
come together within the next
three months. He said it is too
early at this point to predict

"when construction will begin,

Based on the $10 million
figure, the payments are esti-
mated at $790,000 per year
over a 20 years. The county
will pay $325,000 annu-
ally, the city will contribute
$175,000 and MSU will pay
$290,000, making up the
projected interest.



Angelou speaks to CFSB Center crowd

HAWKINS TEAGUE / Ledger & Times
Renowned author and poet Maya Angelou sits on a stage in Murray. State University's CFSB Center
Wednesday night while speaking to students, faculty, staff and the public.The appearance Angelou’s second
visit to the university.

Speaker encourages

‘students to ‘liberate

yourself from ignorance’

By HAWKINS TEAGUE
Staff Writer :

Writer and poet Maya Angelou inspired
the Murray State University community
and general public at the CFSB Center
Wednesday night with verse, bursts of
song and words of wisdom. .

Angelou encouraged students to get the
most they possibly can out of their educa-
tion. Whenever they face a challenge —
such as learning algebra, geography or for-
eign languages — they should remind
themselves that other human beings
invented those disciplines and have suc-
cessfully learned it before, she said. If
other human beings can do it, so can they.

“You liberate yourself from ingno-
rance,” she said. “That’s why this institu-
tion was built.”

Angelou said education is especially
important because the world needs today’s
young people to make the future better.

“You are desperately needed. We need
you to make this country more than it is
today. More than what James Baldwin
called ‘these yet-to-be United States.” We
need you. We need your courage. Courage
is the most important of all the virtues
because without courage, you can’t prac-
tice any other virtues consistently.”

Speaking about her busy schedule,
Angelou said she could not be at the dedi-
cation of the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Memorial this coming Sunday in
Washington, D.C. because she had com-
mitted to delivering the opening convoca-
tion at Duke University for the 22nd year
in a row. However, she said she had prom-
ised to write a poem for the occasion, and
would be reading it at a lunch there on
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Friday. While there are plenty of places
she could choose to be on any given day,
she said she tries to always keep her prom-
ises.

“My word is my bond,” she said.

Angelou continued to talk about why
poetry was so important, both to her and to
society.

“Some people don’t understand how
African-Americans have lived all these
years under circumstances that can’t be
tolerated. I think the poetry is one gf the
reasons.”

She continued: “When you look at
African-American  poetry, women’s
American poetry men’s poetry, French,
German — get it all. Get it. Put it in your
brain. You need to have it. The time will
come when you long for it, and you can
call it up. I encourage my young men and
women to memorize poetry, have it ready
so you can call it.”

W See Page 2A
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Angelou said she was raped at
the age of seven, an incident she
wrote about in her famous 1969
memoir, “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.” After she
told who had been the perpetra-
tor, he was jailed for a day and
later found kicked to death. She
said she basically became mute
for the next five years, only
speaking to her brother.

“I thought my voice had killed
him, so I stopped speaking from
the time [ was 7 until the time I
was 13. And poetry gave me my
voice back.”

Angelou said she was delight-

ed to be at MSU for the second
time, describing the university
as a “rainbow in the clouds.”

“And so when I was asked to
come (again), 1 hurried to say
yes because I thought, ‘I have a
few things to say to you.” And |
know I was invited eight years
ago ... you may not invite me
again. But I hope you will. Try,
and I'll stick around. I'll tell
you, I know that I'm now cele-
brating my 83rd year, so if you
wait for me, I'll wait for you.
I'll see if you have the nerve to
invite me when I'm eight years
older. If you do, I'll come. 1
promise you that.”
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New faculty in college of business

Special to the Ledger

Murray State University’s col-
lege of business will have seven
new faculty members this fall
semester, according to Dr. Tim
Todd, dean of the college.

The department of marketing
and management will have
Teresa Betts, Teri Ray and
Katherine Smith.

Betts, an assistant professor,
received her bachelor’s degree
from Iowa State University, her
MBA from Murray State and is
completing her doctorate at the
University of Southern Illinois
at Carbondale.

Ray is a lecturer with degrees
in business from Campbellsville
University and Morehead State
University.

An assistant professor, Smith
has a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness from the University of
Louisiana-Monroe and her
MBA and DBA from Louisiana
Tech University. .

Ezumah Bellarmine and Leigh
Wright join the department of
Journalism and mass communi-
cations department.

Bellarmine, a visiting assistant

professor, received her bache-
lor's degree from St. John’s
University, her master’s degree
from Brooklyn College and her
doctorate from  Howard
University.

Wright received her bache-
lor’s degree in journalism and
her MFA degree in creative writ-
ing  from Murray State
University. She had 17 years as
a writer/editor for the Paducah
Sun.

Murphy Smith is the Dill
Distinguished Professor in
accounting. He received his
bachelor’s and master’s degree
in  accounting from the
University of Louisiana-Monroe
and his doctorate  from

Louisiana Tech University.

Jack Cheng will be an assis-
tant professor in the department
of economics and finance. He
has the bachelor’s degree from
Western Carolina University
and his doctorate from the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill,

The college of business has 90
faculty members in six depart-
ments.
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$200,000 grant awarded to MSU
to help meet legislative action

High school
teachers and MSU
faculty share
academies to
discuss core
college expectations

By SHERRY McCLAIN
MSU Public Relations
urray State University was award-
M ed $200,000 in grant funds from
the Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education to implement
activities to support Senate Bill 1 legisla-
tion. Grant funds brought 61 high school
teachers and 24 MSU faculty members
together for two Summer Academies to

explore the transition from high school to
college with the Kentucky Common Core

One goal of Senate Bill 1 is to increase
the number of Kentucky high school stu-
dents going to college and decrease the
number of remedial courses students are
required to take once they get to college.
The standards were approved by
Kentucky in February 2010 and are a
requirement of Senate Bill 1, passed by
the Kentucky General Assembly in 2009.

“The Summer Academies provided a
space for high school teachers from the

Standards.
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region and MSU faculty to dis-
cuss expectations for mathemat-
ics, writing, homework and
many other common topics,”
noted Dr. Renae Duncan, asso-
ciate provost for undergraduate
education and project director
for the grant.

“I am pleased that we secured
funding to provide this opportu-
nity to make the transition to
college more seamless and suc-
cessful,” she continued. “I am
also grateful to Dr. Bob Pervine,
Debbie Bell, Lana Jennings, Dr.
Renee Campoy and. Linda
Shaull for ‘serving on the steer-
ing committee, and many other
colleagues for the support and
energy they have lent to this
exciting project.”

One participant of the
Summer Academy, Jennifer
Tilden of Lyon County High
School, noted, “The last two
days. .were probably the. meost
practical and . useful 'we’fe

important for students to be able
to do, what they are currently
unable to do, and what we’re
doing right.”

The schools represented at the
Summer Academy I and
Summer Academy II include
Calloway, Crittenden, Dawson
Springs, Fulton, Graves, Heath,
Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon,
Madisonville-North Hopkins,
Marshall, McCracken, Murray,
Paducah Tilghman, Trigg and
Union.

The departments at MSU rep-
resented at the meetings include
mathematics and statistics;
English and philosophy; histo-
ry; adolescent, career and spe-
cial education; Teacher Quality
Institute; and MSU Community
College.

The Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education is a
statewide agency that coordi-
nates change and improvement
in Kentucky’s postseconda

education system as di_régt,egib‘ fr

spent. We loved actually meglnathe ~Kentucky; Postsecondarym

ing with college professors and
hearing what they felt was most

Education Improvement Act of
1997,
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MSU fundraising exceeds goal

MIURRAY — Murray
State University’s compre-
hensive campaign roared
past its original goal of
$60 million in June with
$61.4 million raised to
date and 15 months to go
in the program,

The celebration for
Hold Thy Banner High:
The Campaign for the
Students of Murray State
University will be held
during Homecoming
2012, but with still more
to accomplish, university
officials are stretching the
goal to $70 million.

Approximately 50 per-
cent of the funds raised
are going to student
scholarships. The cam-
paign supports-new ini-
tiatives to advange aca-
demic excellence, provide
scholarships, support
athletics, purchase new
research and laboratory
equipment, and advance
campus improvements,
Those initiatives will con-
tinue with a particular
focus on student scholar-
ship creation.

The university set a new
annual record in the past
year with more than $10.4
million raised. Record
gifts included charitable
donations from CFSB

banking, the Hutson fam-
ily and others. Generosity
came from on campus as
well with MSU’s faculty
and staff contributing
more than $687,000 dur-
ing this campaign — re-
cord giving for that group
as well.

“The Hold Thy Banner
campaign has absolutely
exceeded our expecta-
tions thus far, thanks
to the generosity of our
many alumni and friends
who are creating new
scholarships, developing
endowed professorships
and enhancing academic
opportunities for our stu-
dents with their support,”
said Dr. Ran B
Murray- State " president.
“I am very optimistic that
this momentum could
well take us to $70 million
in gifts by October 2012,

David Dill, president
and COO of LifePoint
Hospitals, in Nashville,
Tenn., is a national co-
chairman of the cam-
paign. “Murray State
University means a great
deal to my wife, Ashley,
me and my entire family,”
Dill said. “This campaign
has provided all of us a
wonderful opportunity to
give back to an instity-

tion that has given us so
much. I want to add my
sincere gratitude to our
thousands of alumni and
friends who have con-
tributed during this cam-
paign so that MSU can
continue its great legacy
of providing a quality and
affordable education to
our students.”

Other national cam-
paign co-chairpersons
are Jim Cash of Paducah
and Dr. Jane Wells of Ed-
dyville.

“We are deeply appre-
ciative of the tremen-
dous support that nearly
21,000 donors have pro-
vided during this cam-

ign-These donors have

made nearly 81,000 gifts

totaling over $61.4 mil-
lion to date during Hold
Thy Banner High: The
Campaign for the Stu-
dents of Murray State
University,” noted Bob
Jackson, associate vice
president at MSU and
campaign director. “As
Murray State approaches
its 9oth birthday, our
thousands of generous
alumni and friends have
helped to transform many
areas of this great univer-
sity as we now prepare for
the next 90 years.”
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construction
priorities

By HAWKINS TEAGUE

Staff Writer ]

The Murray State University Board off
Regents convened in Hopkinsville Friday4
at MSU’s West Region Postsecondar)g
Education Center for their first meeting oq
the school year. i

The board approved a six-year capital
plan and biennial capital budget for 2012-
14, which reordered the university’s con-,
struction priorities. Still at the top of thel
list is the physics and engineering build-
ing, the final phase of the science complex.
The project is currently estimated to cost
$33.132 miliion. The second priority is
upgrading the campus’s electrical distribu-
tion system, estimated at $11.6 million.

The third priority is the construction of a
new library, which is estimated to cost
approximately $62 million. Fourth is the
construction of a postsecondary education
center, estimated at $19.574 million. Fifth
is an estimated $31 million renovation of
Blackburn Science Building..

Sixth on the list is the construction of a
new Breathitt Veterinary Center, estimated
at $32.468 million. Number seven is the
construction of the Paducah regional cam-
pus, estimated at $11 million. The eighth
priority is to replace the campus steam dis-
tribution center.

Before the full board voted on the matter,
the order of priorities had first been dis-

B See Page 2A
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cussed in the Buildings and
Grounds committee, which is
chaired by Dr. Jack Rose. Board
Chairman Dr. Constantine
Curris said the committee had
also discussed the future of the
aging Ordway Hall and whether
it should be renovated or
demolished.- He said the com-
mittee took no action and decid-
ed to discuss it further at the
next scheduled board meeting
on Dec. 9,

During the president’s report,
MSU President Dr, Randy
Dunn said fall student enroll-
ment  was looking good,
although the official report will
not be final until October. He
said employees were currently
calling students who had been
purged for non-payment on a
case-by-case basis and trying to
work with to get them back in
the system. He said enrollment
could be “in the vicinity” of
10,600 students this semester.

The board also approved the
adoption of the university’s
diversity plan. The Council on
Postsecondary Education will
vote on acceptance of the plan
Sept. 22.

Student Government
Association President Jeremiah
Johnson of Hopkinsville and

newly appointed board member
Jenny Sewell of Dawson
Springs were sworn in by
Christian  County Judge-
Executive Steve Tribble. New
officers were then elected by
the board. Curris will continue
in his role as chair and Marilyn
Buchanon was unanimously
elected to serve as vice chair.

Besides Tribble, the meeting
had a few other local guests,
including State Sen. Joey
Pendleton (D-Hopkinsville),
who serves as project manager
for MSU’s Hutson School of
Agriculture. He thanked the
board for their dedication to
MSU and o
educating the
next genera-
tion of lead-
ers.

“l told the
governor last
night, there’s
two passions

that 1 have: [*8 4
That’s agri- M‘m
culture and Pendleton
youth,” he

said, later adding, “I want to
thank you all for the dedication
that you (have). Because, I'm
gonna tell you, it’s education
and the young people ... that’s
going to take care of us white-
haired people.”

NOTE: Be aware that Sen. Pendleton has not been
employed by MSU since June 30, 2008. The article

is in error.



HAWKINS TEAGUE / Ledger & Times
Christian County Judge-Executive Steve Tribble, at left,
swears in two new members of the Murray State University
Board of Regents, Jenny Sewell and student representative

Jeremiah Johnson.
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Town & Gown benefits
from art exhibit

The next time you find your-
self bemoaning increased traf-
fic or kvetching about long
lines in the check-out at Wal-
mart because it is the begin-
ning of a semester, imagine what
our town would be like with-
out Murray State University.
Because of its presence, we
enjoy cultural, recreational and
educational benefits, many free
or offered at reduced cost.

The visit of poet Maya
Angelou is a recent example.
Another case in point is the
Clara M. Eagle Gallery, where
fine art is displayed through-
out the year, with a schedule
of exhibitions that changes
monthly.

Nevertheless, there are stu-
dents on campus, as well as
members of the ‘community,
who have no idea of the hid-
den treasure on the sixth floor
of the Price Doyle Fine Arts
building, at the intersection of
15th and Olive Streets.

Currently on view in the
dramatic space of this multi-
level gallery is the Biennial
Faculty Exhibition, showcasing
the range and breadth of the
artistic vision and skills of the
men and women who teach
and work in the Department
of Art.

The graphic designs of Hyeja
Jung attract the eye and lure
viewers with a compelling mes-
sage in “99 Ways to Save
the Environment.” Not only is
the piece visually enthralling,
it also offers information about
how to save the environment.
Another work by Jung reflects
a political theme.

“Conflict Between South
Korea and North Korea in 2010”
combines images of nature that
almost overwhelm a tiny map
of Korea, identifiable by a dot-
ted line that shows the demar-
cation between north and south.

In tiny print are seemingly
random headlines that chroni-
cle the history of the Korean
conflict, including then-presi-
dent George Bush’s declaration
that tagged the north an “axis
of evil.”

A stunning series by Depart-
ment Chair Dick Dougherty is
composed of still life paint-
ings of fruit so lusciously
detailed that the viewer is tempt-
ed to pluck one from the can-
vas and bite into it.

Functional designer Katie
Hudnall’s cabinet, “The Spir-
its of Murray” is made of
found wood and found hard-
ware and contains tiny cubi-
cles and secret places within
a mysterious structure that
resembles a ship without a sail.

Using a combination of
woodcut and digital images,
Jim Bryant tackles controver-
sial issues. “Housing Crisis”
presents a bleak landscape, as
does “Rural Electrification.”

The artist forces the view-
er to ponder juxtapositions that
raise more questions than they
answer.



The same
can be said
of Nicole
Hand’s
work. Like
Bryant, she
pairs images
and makes
use of repe-
tition in a
series of five
etchings
with cryptic
titles:

Untimely

Divergence,

Declining

Constraint,

Apprehen-

sive Coexistence, Folded Con-
nections and Habitual Entitle-
ment.

One of the most arresting
pieces in the show is by Camille
Serre. Entitled “Une Moliere
Remise,” the piece is an assem-
blage of mussel shells, one over-
lapping the other in a spec-
tacular, silvery swirl. From
across the gallery, it resembles
a fearsome creature, perhaps
something from mythology,
devouring itself. Sinister and
beautiful at the same time, this
undefinable being captures the
startling beauty and stunning
power of nature.

Examples of Dr. Serre’s
unique method of creating food
sculptures from toilet paper are
evident in her piece, “Three
Squares.” .

The play on words in the
title refers to breakfast, lunch
and dinner. The three-dimen-
sional still life provides tangi-
ble examples of how toilet paper
can be used to creature sculp-
ture. Camille’s new book,
“Recipes for Sculpture,” pub-
lished  this month by
Kendall/Hunt, provides fourteen
templates for food items and
geometric forms that can be
used as the basis for teaching
the techniques of sculpture
using toilet paper.

Besides the aforementioned '
artists, others whose work is
currently displayed at the Clara
M. Eagle Gallery include:
Jeanne Beaver, Steve Bishop,
Jennifer Fairbanks, Shelley
Givens, Sarah Gutwirth, Dale
Leys, Fred Shepard, Jerry
Speight and John Utgaard.

There are too many fantas-
tic art works to describe each
one of them, but they will be
there until September 25.
Gallery hours are 8 am - §
pm Monday to Friday, and 1
— 4 pm Saturday and Sunday.
Visitors are welcome and there
is no admission fee.

For more information, con-
tact the new gallery director
Tina McClament at 270-809-
3052. The Web address is mur-
raystate.edu/art gallery.

Read Main Street online at
www.murrayledger.com. Con-
tact the columnist directly at
constancealexander @newwave
comm.net.
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School includes Paducah site in fundréquests

BY REBECCA FELDHAUS
_rfeldhaus@paducahsun.com
The Murray State Board of
Regents approved a six-year
capital plan at Friday’s meeting,.
Among the top priorities were
additions to the university’s sci-
ence complex to the tune of $33
million. The science complex

plans include a new physics and
engineering building. Lower
on the list was a request for
$11 million related to the MSU
Paducah regional campus.

Tom Denton is the board
treasurer and vice president
of finance and administrative
services. Denton said the $11

million is a precaution in case
anything interrupts financing
from Paducah and McCracken
County.

“It would be in case anything
fell out between now and June
30, 2012, which we don’t antici-
pate at all,” Denton said. “But
we're just putting iton hereas a

MISU: Plan also includes an upgrade
to the electrical distribution system

CONTINUED FROM 1A

the county on financing
for the extended campus
project. The university will
pay $290,000, McCracken
County will pay $325,000,
and the city will cover
$175,000 toward the job.

The university has owned
the site since 2008. The
campus will be located at
the Barkley Woods proper-
ty between Blandville Road
and Buckner Lane.

Denton said it’s not un-
usual for universities to
issue a fail-safe request re-
garding large capital invest-
ments, like the Paducah re-
gional campus. He does not
anticipate the General As-

sembly will fund the mea-
sure. Generally, he said,
the state does not fund any-
thing other than the first
priority on the plan.

The capital plan also in-
cludes an upgrade to the
campus electrical distri~
bution system at a cost of
$11.6 million. The new li-
brary came in third with a
$62 million price tag.

Many of the projects on
the capital plan are in the
infancy of the planning
process, Mark Welch said.
Welch, director of commu-
nity relations for the presi-
dent’s office, said the money
must be in place before hard
plans come through for ar-
chitects and contractors.

fallback position.”

The McCracken Fiscal Court
chose Paducah-based Hilliard
Lyons as the brokerage firm
for the $10 million in financ-
ing. Murray State reached an
agreement with the city and

Piease see MSU | 14A





