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Office of Regional Outreach
Regional Grant Funds Request Guidelines
We thank you for considering Murray State University’s Office of Regional Outreach as a prospective partner in your work and encourage you to review the latest guidelines for proposal requests for the 2013-2014 grant cycle. 
Background on the Program:

The Regional Stewardship and Outreach initiative, started in 2006, supports the MSU’s efforts to focus its mission on improving quality of life throughout west Kentucky. The university’s imperatives of fostering excellence, building partnerships, and creating community support educational/academic achievement in our region. Funding for Regional Outreach was initiated by the Council on Postsecondary Education and is now a major budget item for the university. 
Focus of Grant Funds:
 The Regional Outreach Advisory Council, composed of representatives from the 18 counties across far west Kentucky, conducted an extensive needs assessment and selected the goal of improved “educational attainment” as the focus for the grant funds for the region. Educational attainment is defined as that which “prepares citizens to compete in the new global economy by increasing the number of degree holders at every level and raising academic performance to national standards, while providing opportunities for lifelong learning.” Other strategic imperatives for the Council are collaborative partnerships, job creation/innovation, and quality of life.
Projects demonstrating the strongest alignment with the focus on “educational attainment” will be selected for funding. There is a limited pool of funding and selection is very competitive. An invitation to submit a proposal is no guarantee of funding.

Service Region:

The region encompasses the following 18 counties:  Ballard, Caldwell, Calloway, Carlisle, Christian, Crittenden, Fulton, Graves, Henderson, Hickman, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon, McCracken, Marshall, Trigg, Union, and Webster.  
Deadline:

The Office of Regional Outreach does not have any submission deadlines. Grant applications are accepted throughout the academic year (July 1- June 30) for projects that can be completed within that grant cycle. All proposals are reviewed by the Office of Regional Outreach, the Advisory Council, and MSU’s president for approval. Proposals will be accepted as needs arise and grant funds are available. Proposals will be reviewed on a first-come first- served basis. Consideration will take no longer than 30 days after being received. All applicants will be acknowledged of the acceptance or decline of their proposal.  

Regional Grant Proposal Requirements:

· Individuals and/or organizations may submit one project proposal annually to be completed within the grant cycle.   

· Each proposal must include cash or in-kind match of 100% of the total request (1:1 match).

· Each proposal must contain information on the overall problem being addressed and goal(s) the activities will accomplish in the focus area of “educational attainment” and contain a work plan for each proposed activity, including input and measurable outputs, outcomes, and long-terms impacts. (See Section A of the Regional Outreach Grant Request Form available on our website http://www.murraystate.edu/HeaderMenu/Administration/Outreach/GrantProgram.aspx).
· Each proposal must include a detailed and justified budget sheet. (See Section B of the Regional Outreach Grant Request Form  available on our website http://www.murraystate.edu/HeaderMenu/Administration/Outreach/GrantProgram.aspx).
· Each proposal funded must submit a closeout report within 45 days upon completion of the project that includes a narrative of what took place and the progress made toward the “educational attainment” goals and outcomes. Failure to submit a final report may jeopardize future funding from Regional Outreach. The closeout report may be found on our website at: http://www.murraystate.edu/HeaderMenu/Administration/Outreach/RegionalOutreachGrantCloseoutReport.aspx
Appropriate Use of Funds:

Appropriate use of grant funds include: salaries/wages, services/materials, travel and/or equipment as permitted by Murray State University policy. All expenditures must be pre-approved through a sub-contract agreement set up through MSU’s Office of Sponsored Programs. Publicity of an event or project will be funded only with prior approval and will be limited to regional media sources. Grant funds may not be used for:
· Direct organizational recruitment materials
· Capital requests (including construction, renovation, furnishings, or facility maintenance)
· Professional development of organization staff (including tuition, scholarships, conference/workshops fees or endowments) 
· Organizational research (however, regional studies/consulting services will be considered)
· Operational phases of established programs
Proposal Review:

Proposals will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

· Focus on “educational attainment”

· Ability to address a problem/need

· Impact to service region

· Complete formulation of plan and budget analysis

· Ability to create partnerships in the region

· Use of resources and sustainability 

· Ability to be completed within academic year 
In the past, funding requests have averaged $20,000. However, all requests will be considered. 
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For information contact:  (270) 809-5088 or email:  gwinchester@murraystate.edu

www.murraystate.edu/outreach


