


First Year Leader 2013
Information and Application

What Is a First Year Leader (FYL)?

A First Year Leader (FYL) is one of the very first people who will make an impression on new students and their families.  The FYL will aid new students with the (1) transition into Murray State University, (2) adjustment to college life, (3) navigation of campus and campus life, and (4) provide guidance on how to be a successful Murray State student.  The FYL serves as a positive and engaging representative of his/her Residential College and Murray State University.

Information Sessions

Thursday, February 7, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. in TBD
Monday, February 25 at 7:30 p.m. in TBD	  
Please attend one of the information sessions to find out more about being a First Year Leader. Attendance at one of 
these sessions is highly encouraged because general interview etiquette, the FYL interview process, sample questions, and more job-specific details will be discussed.

Required Qualifications


· In order to apply, you must have a 2.3 cumulative GPA (including transfer hours) and be in good academic standing. Each FYL must also have at least a 2.3 cumulative GPA at the end of the 2013 spring semester of 2013.
· Must have completed 24 hours by the end of the Spring 2013 semester.
· Must be returning to MSU in the fall of 2013 as an undergraduate student.
· Sincere desire to serve MSU’s  new students.
· Strong love for and loyalty to MSU.
· Strong interpersonal skills.
· Good sense of humor balanced by a sense of responsibility.
· Willing to accept a challenge & to step out of comfort zone.
· Strong internal motivation to succeed personally and in all MSU/Residential College activities.
· Recognize that being an FYL is a serious and rewarding summer and fall commitment.
· Desire to achieve excellence.


FYL Responsibilities
· 

Spring 2013
· Attend and participate in all training sessions.  Dates, times, and locations provided below.
· Attend and participate in meetings with your College Head.  Times and places TBA.
· Serve as a positive role model for all students.
· Make necessary housing arrangements to ensure you are in Murray and ready for FYL training on August 14, 2013.

Summer 2013
· Read and respond (as necessary) to communications sent to you regarding your FYL responsibilities and/or the FYL program.
· Contact your assigned students and begin developing relationships with them.
· Serve as a role model for all students.

Fall 2013
· Serve as a leader and active participant in as many Racer Week activities as possible – some events will be mandatory for FYLs.
· Facilitate and lead small group discussions with group members, encourage group interactions among participants, and provide necessary information to aid in transition to MSU.
· Maintain communication with your group throughout the fall of 2013.
· Attend and participate in all GUI course meetings/events (meeting times/locations TBD).
· Recruit the 2014 FYLs.
· Other duties as assigned.
	


Benefits to FYLs


· Significant leadership training and experience.
· Opportunity to develop professional and personal relationships with faculty, staff, and students.
· Academic credit (2 hours) for completion of GUI course.




· Free FYL and Residential College T-shirts.
· Opportunity to represent your Residential College to new member of the MSU family.
· Opportunity to share your love of Murray State University. 


Selection Procedure

All interested, qualified students should complete the application by the deadline of
Friday, March 1, 2013. Applications are available only on-line and will only be accepted on-line (www.murraystate.edu/fyl). Upon receipt of applications, the following schedule will apply:

          What					 	      		When 
· Sign-up for interviews									After submitting application	
· Interviews, TBD		  	        				March 6 – March 15
· Final selections posted						March 19


Interview Attire & Expectations


Interviews: 	Business Casual, skirts and slacks (no ties)
For examples of interview attire, see pg. 33 of the MSU Career Handbook: http://tinyurl.com/c6zwbrj.
You are asked to bring an object symbolic of your MSU experience. The object can be anything you like, but we ask that you do not wear any costumes. Be prepared to explain your object in 30-60 seconds.


Mandatory Dates in 2013

Before submitting your application, please check your calendars to ensure you do not have any date conflicts. Specific dates and duties are subject to change.

Spring FYL Social
Thursday, March 28 at 6:00 pm. Location TBD

Spring Training
Monday, April 15 OR Thursday, April 18.  Both nights at 6:00 pm.  Location TBD

Fall Training
Wednesday, August 14 – Friday, August 16. Location TBD

Move-in Day
Saturday, August 17.  Report to your Residential College at time determined by your College Head

Racer Week
Saturday, August 17 – Monday, August 19.  Times and locations TBD.
Once classes begin on Tuesday, August 20, your primary responsibility is to go to class.  Any Racer Week activities following August 20 will have to worked around your academic priorities.

GUI 252 Class
Two sections of GUI 252 will be offered in the Fall 2013 semester, and they are both on Thursdays.  One section will start at 4:00 pm and the other section will start at 5:00.  You MUST enroll in one of these sections.  Even if you have been an FYL in the past, you are still required to enroll in one of these two GUI 252 sections for the Fall of 2013


 



FIRST YEAR LEADER 2013 
APPLICATION

If you need special accommodations to participate in the interview process, please let us know in advance.

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL THREE STEPS OF THE APPLICATION PROCESS AS OUTLINED BELOW.
1. 	PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NEATLY IN BLACK INK YOUR ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.	

															

Full Name: _________________________________________________________ Preferred First Name: _________________

M Number: ___________________________________   	Major: _________________________________ (No abbreviations please)    

Current GPA: _______________                                       Estimated Cumulative GPA at end of spring semester:  ___________   

Expected Graduation Date: __________________

Local Address: __________________________________________________  Cell Number:  ___________________________

Residential College: _____________________________________________ T-Shirt Size: _____________________________

Permanent Address:	__________________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________	
	(City)	     	  (State)                                          (Zip Code)
					         
First Term at MSU: Fall _____  Spr _____ Sum _____  of  20_______          

Current Classification:   FR ___      SOPH ___      JR ___      SR ___    	 

Have You Ever Attended Any Other College/University?  Yes ______ No ______ (If Yes, Where)  ______________________

Are you an Honors Student? Yes ______ No ______
Has there been any on-campus disciplinary action taken against you?  Yes ______ No ______ 
(If Yes, Please Explain)  ________________________________________________________________________________
Name and contact information of the faculty or professional staff person who is serving as your reference:  

NAME: ___________________________________                          CAMPUS PHONE:_______________________________  

E-MAIL:___________________________________  


Please list related experiences (past or present), current campus activities, leadership positions and/or community/campus service activities, which would make you a good FYL 
(Please do not attach a resume)

















2.  Please respond to the following questions and answer them on one separate page.  The answers to both questions should be on one typed page, total – not one page per question. 

Everyone must answer:
1. Why do you want to become an FYL?

Choose one additional question:
1. Reflect on your own transition experience into MSU. Is there something your First Year Leader did or did not do that significantly impacted you during that transition? Please explain.

2. How do you balance the many demands (both academically and socially) you have on your time?

 

 


DUE NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 1 AT 4:00 P.M. 
IN 119 ORDWAY HALL.
	

By signing this 2013 First Year Leader Application, I am verifying that I have read and understand the stipulations included.  I can attend all mandatory training meetings, GUI course meetings, and Racer Week sessions.  Further, by submitting my name as a candidate for First Year Leader, I am willing to accept these stipulations as part of my possible selection.  I realize that failure to complete my responsibilities or inappropriate conduct may result in a warning, probation, or removal from the staff.  I also understand it is required that I have a current cumulative GPA of 2.3 or higher and maintain that GPA through spring semester of 2013.


  ________________________________________________________	_______________________________________________
  Signature		Date


For more information, please contact the Office Retention Services in 119 Ordway Hall.  
Our office telephone number is 270.809.5344.










www.murraystate.edu/retention
