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Information For Faculty Applicants

WHAT

The Commonwealth Honors Academy (CHA) is a challenging three-week academic and personal growth program for outstanding high school students who have completed their junior year.  Students will be selected from the Commonwealth and surrounding region.  Upon successful completion of the Academy, students will:

· receive six hours of university credit.

· have the opportunity to take six hours of tuition-free university courses at Murray State University during the subsequent year.  

· be awarded a four-year, renewable $2,000 scholarship to attend Murray State University.

WHEN AND WHERE

The Academy will be held at Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky from June 9 to June 30, 2012.  Faculty members will report to campus on June 4 and will be required to participate in two planning workshops on April 27 and 28, and May 26, to exchange ideas and develop curriculum.  After CHA there will be a fall reunion for all students, faculty, and staff.

There will be 10 faculty members for approximately 90 students (max 18 students per class), plus residential counselors and additional staff.  Faculty members will be selected from public and private high schools, colleges, and universities in the region.
QUALIFICATIONS

The Commonwealth Honors Academy does not have a permanent faculty. Annually, applications are solicited from gifted and creative teachers, well versed in their subjects and with a broad range of interests and experiences.

Faculty members expand the intellectual horizons of Academy students, providing leadership by integrating subject matter from the humanities, sciences, and arts.  They must be willing to use non-traditional and participatory methods, with little or no traditional lecturing.  Faculty must relate well and communicate effectively with bright high school students.  They should be enthusiastic and flexible enough to keep pace with this challenging, dynamic program.

The CHA emphasizes a conceptual rather than a skills/memorization approach to learning, and an interdisciplinary approach to teaching. 

In order to satisfy SACS requirements, Commonwealth Honors Academy teachers must have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree and 18 graduate hours in their teaching area.

CONDITIONS AND COMPENSATION

Time for faculty to work together to develop curriculum and integrate the theme, “The Ties that Bind: Living With Limits” is crucial to the success of the Commonwealth Honors Academy.  Therefore, faculty members are required to participate in two weekend planning workshops (April 27 and 28 and May 26) and to arrive on campus on June 4 to finalize plans for the CHA.

Faculty teach an interdisciplinary humanities and fine arts (IDHFA) or elective course and serve as co-facilitators in a personal development seminar as described under COMPONENTS below.

Faculty availability in and out of the classroom is key to the development of the living-learning community at the CHA.  Therefore, faculty must be available to interact with students throughout the day, evenings, and weekends during the three weeks of the Academy.

On-campus housing is provided for faculty for the four weeks of employment.  Compensation for the 2012 session is $4,900.00, and all meals will be provided during the Academy.  Housing is available for members of the immediate family who wish to accompany faculty members.

MISSION

The mission of the Commonwealth Honors Academy is to challenge, educate, enlighten, and nurture the next generation of civic, academic and business leaders of the region.

THEME

The theme of the 2012 Commonwealth Honors Academy, “The Ties that Bind: Living With Limits” will be integrated into the structure of the Academy in a variety of ways.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The Commonwealth Honors Academy is offered with the firm conviction that one of the greatest resources of this region is its academically talented young people.  The Academy seeks to reward excellence, broaden horizons, and expand vision.  Its academic program stresses the development of each student’s critical thinking abilities, adaptability, creativity, and self-confidence.  In the Academy, teachers and students deal with the conceptual, historical, and philosophical tenets of human knowledge.    Students have opportunities to develop their personal and intellectual skills under expert supervision.

COMPONENTS

· All students attend an introductory interdisciplinary humanities and fine arts course.  This course develops the Academy’s theme, drawing material from the traditional humanities (e.g., history, literature, philosophy) and the Fine and Performing Arts (e.g., music, visual arts, theatre).

· In addition, each Academy student selects an elective course in one of the following academic areas:
Business 





Science
/Math




Health Sciences/ Human Services


Communications/Media Studies


Social Sciences





Humanities & Fine Arts

Each elective course will address the theme of the Commonwealth Honors Academy from its own perspective.  Interdisciplinary cooperation in this effort is encouraged.

· Each student participates in a seminar focused on issues related to personal and social development.  In small group discussions, students explore topics relevant to their lives such as interpersonal communication, family and peer relationships, choosing a university, civic responsibility, and the relationship of the program’s theme to their own lives.  Faculty members and resident counselors serve as co-leaders of these seminars.

· An Academy reunion will take place in September 2012. Students, faculty and residential counselors will be invited to return to the MSU campus to renew friendships, evaluate the Academy, and receive certificates of achievement during a ceremony honoring Academy graduates.

STUDENT LIFE

A rich, diverse range of recreational opportunities, cultural and artistic events, field experiences, distinguished convocation speakers and classroom guests will enhance the academic curriculum.  Faculty members and residential counselors participate in enrichment activities with students.

Commonwealth Honors Academy students live in a residential college with separate floors for men and women.  Students learn about themselves and others as they experience what it means to become a community.  Outstanding, experienced residential counselors provide guidance and supervision.  They develop meaningful friendships, even in the few weeks they live and learn in the Academy.

SELECTION PROCESS

All students applying for the Commonwealth Honors Academy should have a 3.5 GPA (on a 4-point scale) and 25 Composite ACT (or the equivalent PSAT, PLAN, or SAT score). High school juniors throughout Kentucky as well as the Murray State University out-of-state service region are invited to apply.  Applicants must be at least 16 years old prior to the beginning of the academy
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Faculty Reapplication

Name
















First


Middle


Last


Preferred Name

Home Address















Street


City


State

Zip Code

Home Telephone
     /


  School Telephone
     /





Cell Phone






School Name












School Address















Street


City


State

Zip Code

Email Address











1,
Please check the area(s) you would like to teach in the Commonwealth Honors Academy.  If you check more than one area, please rank order your choices.
CHA 2012 Theme

“The Ties that Bind: Living With Limits”


Interdisciplinary humanities fine arts course.
This course develops the Academy’s theme, drawing material from the traditional humanities (e.g., history, literature, philosophy) and the fine and performing arts (e.g., music, visual arts, theatre)..  Forty to sixty percent (40-60%) must be from one of the fine/performing arts.
An elective course in one of the following academic areas*:


Humanities & Fine Arts

______Business






Social Sciences


Health Sciences/Human Services



Communications/Media Studies


Science/Math
______Other


*Actual courses offered depend upon student choice
2.
List special interests, hobbies, skills, or experiences you can offer to enhance the academic program.

3. Given the mission of the Academy - to challenge, educate, enlighten, and nurture the next generation of civic, academic and business leaders of the region – please describe how you would integrate the following elements into your three week course:
a. Non-traditional teaching methods.
b. Interdisciplinary features
c. This year’s theme “The Ties that Bind: Living With Limits.”
Faculty Applications Due:


January 31, 2012
Interview Dates:



February 21, 23, and 24, 2012
Initial Planning Workshop:


April 27-28, 2012
Second Planning Workshop:

May 26, 2012
Academy Dates:



June 9-June 30, 2012 (faculty arrive on June 4)
Mail completed application to:

Questions may be addressed to:
Faculty Application



Warren Edminster, Academic Dean

Commonwealth Honors Academy

Phone:
270-809-3166
Murray State University 


Fax:

270-809-3405

304 Lowry Center



E-mail:
wedminster@murraystate.edu

Murray KY  42071


