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MSU CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 

lntroducti,Q,,n 

Murray State University encourages interaction with both the public and private sectors as 

an important component of all education activities, public-service activities, and research activities. 

Accordingly, the university is committed to conducting its sponsored projects within the highest 

standards of integrity. This includes identifying potential conflicts of interest, and further, ensuring 

that the conflicting financial interest of an individual investigator does not reasonably appear to 

affect the objectivity of his/her funded research or educational activities. 

Federal agencies have revised their grants' administration policies to require that grant 

I 

applicants adopt, and enforce, written policies regarding conflicts of interest alld/or conflicting 

financial interests. These new requirements include a Financial Disclosure Form (Statement) which 

must be completed by the appropriate investigator and forwarded for review through the designated 

university channels. 

Purpose 

Public trust in the university's sponsored research and sponsored educational activities must 

remain high. The university has no interest in setting forth detailed policies and procedures that 

might interfere with employees' legitimate outside interests; rather, it desires to protect the 

credibility of the wtlversity as well as its investigators. The university has a clear responsibility to 

identify, manage, reduce, and/or eliminate conflicts of interest and/or conflicting financial interest. 

It is the purpose of this policy to define such conflicts, identify those individuals who must report 

such conflicts, clarify the potential for such conflicts, and delineate the proper procedures for 

reviewing and addressing all conflicts of interest. 




















