
Is this project considered Research Involving Human Subjects 
by MSU or 45 CFR 46?

Is your activity designed to: (a) contribute to an 
established body of knowledge, (b) be applicable 

to a population larger than or outside of the original 
subject population, or (c) intended to be replicated 

in other settings?

Does the research involve gathering data 
(including facts or opinions) about or from people 
from any source, including existing information?

Activity may still be research. Submit 
IRB Oversight Determination Form.

NO
Research may still involve human 
subjects. Submit IRB Oversight 

Determination Form.

NO

Does the research involve (a) communication or 
interpersonal contact or (b) physical procedures or 

manipulations of a subject’s environment?

Activity is Human Subjects Research.
Submit IRB Application for review.

YES

Can the identity of the subjects be 
readily ascertained by you or anyone 

else, including indirectly?
NO

NO

Is the information given or observed in a 
context where an individual can reasonably 
expect it will not be made public (including 

classrooms)?

YES

YES

Research may still involve human 
subjects. Submit IRB Oversight 

Determination Form.

NO

YES

YES


