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School officials announced this past summer that the University will distribute approximately $4.5 
million to eligible students who are enrolled in courses this fall semester, with monies coming from 
the Federal Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund, part of the American Rescue Plan passed in 
March.  
 At the time of the announcement, Murray State had already forgiven close to $1 million in 
student debt on their accounts heading into the fall semester, which began on August 17.
 News media coverage included a feature story and interview with President Dr. Bob Jackson on 
WSIL as well as a feature story in the Paducah Sun and Lane Report. 

The Murray State University rodeo team continues with preparations for a successful season and building momentum for the program, 
coupled with support from University administration, the Hutson School of Agriculture, as well as generous alumni and supporters.
 Through a strategic planning process which began earlier this year, many enhancements are underway that encompass facilities, 
scholarships, student success, and community involvement. Several enhancements were announced publicly in a formal rodeo team 
kickoff and update meeting held on August 16, where more than 80 members, alumni and supporters gathered. The kickoff meeting was 
also hosted via Facebook Live. 
 The Murray State University Rodeo Team began in 1976 and hosts the oldest rodeo in Kentucky.  The mission of the men's and 
women's rodeo teams is to provide the opportunity for students to earn a college degree while pursuing the sport of college rodeo.
 Coached by J.D. Van Hooser while being supported by Murray State’s Hutson School of Agriculture, the team competes in the Ozark 
Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association (NIRA). The NIRA hosts an annual College National Finals Rodeo in Casper, 
Wyoming. NIRA consists of 11 different regions throughout the United States.
 News media coverage included a feature story in the Murray Ledger & Times and Kentucky Ag Connection. 
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Murray State 
University and 
West Kentucky 
Community 
and Technical 
College 
(WKCTC) 

have expanded their existing relationship by introducing two new 
partnership initiatives that will positively impact both current and 
future students. 
     The first announcement is the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between both institutions, which will provide 
assistance to eligible students who wish to transfer from an 
associate's degree program at WKCTC to a bachelor's degree 
program at Murray State’s Paducah Regional Campus. Through 
WKCTC's Guarantee Program, eligible students will receive 

financial assistance for tuition and fees while enrolled at that 
institution. Once students transfer to Murray State to enroll in 
classes at its Paducah Regional Campus, new transfer students 
who are eligible will receive tuition assistance through the Murray 
State Promise initiative, which provides scholarship assistance for 
eligible first-time freshmen and new transfer students, who pay no 
tuition through this program. 
 The second partnership announcement is the establishment 
of a 2+2 articulation agreement, which will provide students who 
have earned an associate's degree at WKCTC a seamless transfer 
process into Murray State's bachelor's degree program in Exercise 
Science. The Exercise Science program is now offered at Murray 
State’s Paducah Regional Campus.
 News media coverage included stories by WPSD, KFVS and 
WSIL - all three major TV networks in the multi-state region. 

Murray State University announces new partnership initiatives 
with West Kentucky Community and Technical College

Rodeo team continues with preparations for successful season



New Image Spot:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9n2JCtvQ1o

 � Murray State University recognized nationally by 
multiple publications for quality, value and student 
success

 � University awarded $554,750 to help low-income, 
potential first-generation college students access 
higher education

 � Dr. David Eaton named dean of the  
Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of Business

 � Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders holds ribbon-
cutting ceremony

 � Murray State recognized nationally as one of Kentucky’s 
best employers by Forbes 

 � New “Show Us How You Lovett” fundraising campaign 
to benefit historic Lovett Auditorium 

 � University reports significant increases in giving to 
benefit students and community

 � Chemistry professor named as Fulbright Specialist

To view any of these videos, please 
visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report

MURRAY STATE IN THE MEDIA

DIGITAL SERVICES

Story of Lovett Renovations:  
https://youtu.be/wLSJCrrMlN0

Promotional video for Interdisciplinary Early Childhood 
Education at Murray State:  
https://youtu.be/O4N0bPIs890

MEDIA COVERAGE

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

400

500

225

438

210

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEDIA HITS: 873

300

200

* 25% increase YTD in media hits from 2020.
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https://www.murraystate.edu/about/administration/advancement/branding-mkt-comm/reports/index.aspx
https://youtu.be/wLSJCrrMlN0
https://youtu.be/O4N0bPIs890


SOCIAL MEDIA

WEB MANAGEMENT

 � Introduced “Wallpaper Wednesday” and 
published a new branded wallpaper for users 
to screenshot and use on their own phones.

 � Additional Instagram and Facebook stories 
were created for Racer 101 and Racer Nation 
Orientation with the help of Racer Nation 
Orientation counselors.

 � Great Beginnings leaders created Facebook 
and Instagram stories to help promote events 
for students as they returned to campus. 

 � A new social media toolkit was created for 
those across campus to use to highlight 
Murray State accolades and points of pride 
on their social media accounts. 

 � We published new policies and procedures for web governance and CMS users that 
focuses on accessibility guidelines and providing a positive experience for users. 

 � We published new guidance on the proper use of short URLs. 

 � We prepared to transition all users to Omni CMS v11 to replace OU Campus v10

 � We migrated all content from the current site into the new site. 

 � We created the site for Homecoming 2021. 

Wallpaper Wednesday

Accolade and Point of Pride

Racer 101

Before and after: the 2015 and 2021 websitesHomecoming 2021

Before

Before

After

After
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 � Social media templates, signage and flyers were created at the beginning of the semester to advertise services at 
Racer One Stop located in the Curris Center.

 � Advertising graphics were created to target high school students announcing when a Murray State University 
representative would be visiting their school for recruitment purposes.

 � Updates were made to cost sheets for first-time freshmen students and transfer students.

 � Postcards, yard signs, sandwich boards and programs were created to advertise Racer Days.

 � Ads were designed for the development office to be included in Racer football and basketball programs.

 � The Quick Facts flyer was updated with recent Murray State University accolades and data.

 � Enrollment materials were created to assist the human resources department.

 � Advertising and social media graphics were designed to assist the transfer center at Murray State University.
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To access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports, visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report

Former Murray State Racer 
basketball star Ja Morant 
was named 2019-2020 NBA 
Rookie of the Year for the 
Memphis Grizzlies.

To learn more, schedule a virtual or on-campus visit and 
apply for admission, visit admissions.murraystate.edu
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              Our campus
  is located in the   
 western Kentucky   
 town of Murray, 
 nestled right in the  
          heart of the region. 
      Murray sets itself apart     
   with a hometown feel 
coupled  with amenities 
  you’d find in major cities. 

Our special Residential College system 
offers a great way to meet fellow Racers, 
network with faculty and participate in 
activities, cookouts, movie nights and more!

Calling all Racers. Make your mark. Murray State offers 
a life-defining college experience that prepares you 
for personal and professional success.

Couples who meet on campus 
and get married hang their shoes 
from the SHOE TREE. Legend 
says it brings them a lifetime of 
good luck.

Since 1976, every home game 
touchdown has been marked by a 
thoroughbred, nicknamed RACER 
ONE, running a celebratory lap 
on the running track around the 
football field. Clear the track!

We are ACT/SAT 
test-optional  — a GPA of 
3.0 or above guarantees 
admission! 

The city of Murray was recently named one 
of the nation’s top 50 safest college towns 
according to findings from SafeWise. Murray 
was the only Kentucky city in the top 50 
and was one of five towns within a multi-
state region comprised of Illinois, Missouri, 
Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee.

Did you 
know?

Arthur J. Bauernfeind 
College of Business

College of Education 
and Human Services

College of Humanities 
and Fine Arts

Jesse D. Jones College 
of Science, Engineering 

and Technology

Hutson School 
of Agriculture

School of Nursing 
and Health Professions

colleges and schools

legacy tuition grant
Admitted full-time 

undergraduate students who 
are children or grandchildren 

of Murray State graduates 
are granted in-state tuition. 
murraystate.edu/legacy

no tuition. our promise..
 

Eligible first-time freshmen 
and new transfer students 

who are residents of Kentucky 
pay no tuition through the 

Murray State Promise. 
murraystate.edu/promise

Racer One Stop Graphic

All students are required to live on campus for four semesters. Certain exemptions may apply, visit murraystate.edu/housing for more information.

HOUSING RATES  per year

RESIDENTIAL HALLS  DOUBLE ROOM       DOUBLE ROOM (PRIVATE) DESIGNED PRIVATE ROOM

COLLEGE COURTS APARTMENTS                      ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT       TWO ROOM APARTMENT

REGENTS AND WHITE

HART

ELIZABETH AND HESTER

CLARK, RICHMOND AND FRANKLIN

APARTMENTS $4,890

$5,450

$5,558

$6,064

$6,944

$5,930

$7,842 Not available

$8,000 Not available

$8,500 Not available

$9,370 $7,812

Housing information is available at:
murraystate.edu/housing

New Freshmen Cost of Attendance
2021-2022 

All rates are based on 2021-2022. 2022-2023 rates will be determined in the future.

MEAL PLAN 
RATES  per year

PLAN TYPE MEALS FLEX COST

RACER PREMIUM

BLUE ACCESS 10

GOLD ACCESS 19

DUNKER DELUXE 8

Unlimited

19 meals per week

8 meals per week

$150

$1,500

$400

$1,100

$4,330

$4,330

$4,330

$3,778

For more information on meal plan options, 
please visit murraystate.edu/dining

All students are required to purchase a meal plan for four semesters. 
Certain exemptions may apply, visit murraystate.edu/dining for more 
information.

The Racer Premium plan is automatically loaded as the default on first year 
students’ accounts.

NEW 
RACER 
DINING 

OPTIONS:

continued

10 meals per week

FIRST YEAR STUDENTS 
(1st and 2nd semester):
Racer Premium, Gold Access 19 
or Blue Access 10

SECOND YEAR STUDENTS
(3rd and 4th semester):
Racer Premium, Gold Access 19, 
Blue Access 10 or Dunker Deluxe 8

THIRD YEAR STUDENTS 
AND BEYOND:  
Purchase any plan. 

COMMUTER 
(any academic status): 
Purchase any plan. 

FLEX PLAN RATES 
per year 

PLAN TYPE FLEX PRICE

BRONZE

COPPER

SILVER

PLATINUM

$770

$2,000

$1,100

$2,400

$770

$1,900

$1,100

$2,200

BRASS $500 $500

MEAL PLAN 
REQUIREMENTS

(available to third year 
students and commuter students)

Cost Sheet Development Ad

Quick Facts Flyer

Visit Day Graphic
RACER DAY I

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021
Noon - 5 p.m.

RACER DAY II
Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021

8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

RACER DAY III
Tuesday, March 29, 2022 

Noon - 5 p.m.

#MurrayState

Racer Days Postcard

Open Enrollment

Make a gift in honor of your favorite 
Murray State Champion!  With hundreds 
of program funds to support, see how 
you can help by visiting 
murraystate.edu/giving.

Go Racers!

For more information on how you 
can make an impact through giving 

call the Office of Development 
at 270-809-3001. 

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer
Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

At Murray State 
University, Giving 
Creates Champions

• Student Scholarships

• Academic Excellence

• Faculty and Staff Support

• Enhance University Libraries

• Student Affairs Programming

Thank you for giving!

Transfer Ad

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. Murray State University 
supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

Visit murraystate.edu/transfer to start your 
journey, schedule a virtual or on-campus visit, 
apply for admission and learn more.

Recognized as one of America’s 
best values, Murray State strives 
to offer a high-quality, high-impact 
college experience that gets you 
where you want to go in life.

Discover a place 
to call home.  

2022 OPEN ENROLLMENT
QUICK GUIDE

WELL
LIVE

WELL
STAY

WELL
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