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The Murray State University 
Institute of Engineering is 
producing and donating face 
shield apparatuses as part of its 
response to the ongoing novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) health 
crisis.

Engineering Graphics and Design 
program coordinator Dr. Rudy 
Ottway and student worker Clay 
Doron, a junior majoring in the 

program, are using 3D printers 
and an open-source 3D computer 
aided drafting model to produce 
face shield headbands. Coupled 
with a snapped-on plastic shield 
and surgical mask, this solution 
offers vital protection to area 
healthcare workers for little cost.

“The Institute of Engineering is 
honored to donate this gear to 
those who are in need,” said Dr. 
Danny Claiborne, chair of the 
Institute of Engineering. “We’re 
truly all in this together, and we 
want to support our community 
any way we can. Typically, these 
shields can run as much as $30 
per unit, and 3D printing allows us 
to produce them for less than a 
dollar each.”

Media coverage included stories 
by WPSD-TV, WKMS-FM, the 
Murray Ledger & Times, KFVS and 
others.

Murray State University’s Racers 
Give fundraising campaign raised 
$217,871 through the end of 2019, 
becoming the most successful 
need-based scholarship campaign 
in Murray State history.

Racers Give more than doubled 
its goal of $100,000, thanks 
to generous support from 
the University community. Dr. 
Jesse D. Jones, a 1964 alumnus, 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
recipient, longtime University 
supporter and namesake of the 
Jesse D. Jones College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology, 
served as keynote speaker at 
“A President’s Reception — A 
Celebration of Giving” Dec. 4 
at Pogue Library. The event 
celebrated the season of giving 
and shone a spotlight on President 

Dr. Bob Jackson’s appreciation of 
all who support the University.

“On behalf of many future Racers, 
we are deeply grateful for the 
generosity of our alumni, faculty, 
staff, students and friends as they 
provided gifts for scholarships,” 
said Murray State President Dr. 
Bob Jackson, who proposed 
launching the campaign in lieu of a 
presidential investiture ceremony. 
“We have a tremendous 
responsibility to the students 
and families of this region, 
state and beyond as we work to 
ensure an affordable, world-class 
education.” 

Media coverage included stories in 
the Murray State News and Murray 
Ledger & Times.

Murray State University is proud 
to launch its new marketing and 
brand identity, “We are Racers.” 
The University celebrated the 
official unveiling with a brand 
celebration event in the Curris 
Center Feb. 26. Students, faculty, 
staff and the greater community 
enjoyed free food, “We are 
Racers.” giveaway items and 

prizes, a photo/video booth, 
interactive displays, and much 
more.

Led by the University’s Office 
of Branding, Marketing and 
Communication (BMC), “We 
are Racers.” aligns with multiple 
core values of Murray State 
University: inspiring faculty 
and staff committed to student 
success, a distinctive campus 
community and Racer Family, 
and high-quality, career-defining 
academic programs and college 
life experiences for students. 

Coverage included stories in the 
Murray State News and Murray 
Ledger & Times.

Murray State University welcomed 
Adm. William H. McRaven as the 
featured speaker for the 2020 
Presidential Lecture Feb. 13 at 
historic Lovett Auditorium.

McRaven is a retired U.S. Navy 
four-star admiral and the former 
chancellor of the University of 
Texas system. During his time 
in the military, he commanded 
special operations forces at every 
level, eventually taking charge 
of the U.S. Special Operations 
Command. He commanded the 
troops that captured Saddam 
Hussein and rescued Captain 
Richard Phillips. McRaven is also 
credited with leading the Osama 
bin Laden mission in 2011. 

McRaven spoke of his late father, 
Claude “Mac” McRaven, `39, who 
was inducted into the Murray 
State Athletics Hall of Fame 
in 1975. As a collegian, Claude 
scored nine touchdowns while 
gaining Honorable Mention Little 
All-America honors, as well as 
selections on the All-Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
and All-Kentucky Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference teams in 1938.

“I talk about my father quite a bit 
because I like to think what my 
father learned here at Murray 
State was so much more than just 
athletics. He was a remarkable 
athlete; he had those skills when 
he got here, but I will tell you what 
Murray State taught him, was how 
to be a man. The lessons that he 
took away, he passed on to me.”

Media coverage included stories 
in the Paducah Sun, WPSD-TV, 
WKMS-FM, the Murray Ledger & 
Times, the Murray State News and 
others.
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Murray State University Paducah Regional Campus’s occupational 
therapy program earns five-year accreditation

Murray State University Foundation receives generous gift from J.L. 
& Miyoko Wheeler Foundation, Inc.

Murray State University alumnus named 2019 New Trade and 
Industrial Teacher of the Year by Association for Career & Technical 
Education

Murray State University hosts successful Admitted Student Weekend

The Murray State News earns top accolades at Kentucky Press 
Association annual conference

Murray State University partners with JCPenney for ‘Suit-Up’ sales 
event

Dr. Tim Todd named provost, vice president for academic affairs of 
Murray State University

Murray State University hosts 2020 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
of Service
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The University has hosted several Facebook Live events this quarter to introduce various aspects of campus. This includes a livestream of the 
inaugural Racers Empower series, which focuses on mental health and wellness across campus. A list of archived streams can be found below.

The University effectively utilized social media to promote campus events and 
activities this quarter, from Martin Luther King, Jr. Day activities to scholarship 
applications, Summer Orientation, Engineering Day and many others.

A post highlighting Admitted Student Weekend drew nearly 200 likes and 
comments on Instagram alone. The event, held in February, welcomed incoming 
Racers and their families for a weekend of activities and meetings with faculty and 
staff to learn more about life at Murray State.

NUMBER OF MEDIA HITS: 1,643

admitted student weekend Instagram post

Racers Empower:
bit.ly/3cKprzx

Housing:
bit.ly/3bzltcy

Office of Multicultural Initiatives:
bit.ly/2VwRHQr

http://bit.ly/3cKprzx
http://bit.ly/3bzltcy
http://bit.ly/2VwRHQr


The University launched a new 30-second video advertisement that features some of the new “We are 
Racers.” brand messaging.

See the video at:
youtu.be/cAYSG0APEIw

Additionally, Digital Media Services created a video story detailing the University’s events held as 
part of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. This included a keynote from alumnus Rev. Charlie 
Sanders, Jr. and several community service projects.

See the video at:
youtu.be/8MoQD7ou8M8

Digital Media Services also created a story on the Girls’ STEM Club in Paris, Tennessee, hosted by Dr. 
Stephanie Hendrith in the elementary education program.

See the video at:
youtu.be/1PqkkF_ziO0

To view any of these videos, please visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report.
You can also access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports.

VISUAL MEDIA

WEB MANAGEMENT

The web team launched several new pages to deliver key information to students, 
faculty, staff, parents and others. This includes the murraystate.edu/healthupdate 
page, launched on Feb. 26 to provide real-time campus updates about the University’s 
response to the ongoing novel coronavirus pandemic. From launch to April 10, the 
page saw 31,600 unique views.

On March 20, the murraystate.edu/springsuccess page was launched to provide 
resources to faculty and students as they transitioned to online classes. Through April 
10, that page had 3,195 unique views.

Additionally, a searchable page was created to provide information about the 
University offering a pass/fail option for certain classes. Using data provided by 
Academic Affairs, a 1500+ line Excel spreadsheet was converted to a custom-coded 
page that allows students to search for courses by CRN, course, title or instructor. 
The mobile-friendly page launched April 2, where it garnered 2,941 unique views 
through April 10.

/healthupdate

• Launched Feb. 26 to update campus about Coronavirus

• 31,600 unique views from launch to April 10, 2020

/springsuccess
• Launched March 20 to provide resources to faculty and students as 

they transitioned to online classes

• 3,195 unique views from launch to April 10

searchable pass/fail page:
• 1500+ line excel document converted to a custom-coded page that 

allows students to search for courses by CRN, course, title or instructor

• data provided by Academic Affairs

• improved usability and accessibility

• mobile-friendly

• launched April 2

• 2,941 unique views from launch to April 10

spring pass/fail webpage

http://youtu.be/cAYSG0APEIw
http://youtu.be/8MoQD7ou8M8
http://youtu.be/1PqkkF_ziO0
http://murraystate.edu/bmc/report
http://murraystate.edu/healthupdate
http://murraystate.edu/springsuccess


SHAWN TOUNEY
Executive Director of Marketing
and Communication
429 Sparks Hall
270-809-4437
stouney@murraystate.edu

Several new publications were created to support enrollment and yield efforts, including mailers and 
postcards for Admitted Student Weekend, posters, interactive displays and giveaways for the University’s 
new “We are Racers.” branding, a program for the 2020 Presidential Lecture and more. Designs to support 
overall institutional marketing included advertising in various print and web publications, including the 
Paducah Sun, Southern Illinoisan, Murray Ledger & Times, Owensboro Messenger and others.

welcomes

Thursday, February 13, 2020 
7:30 p.m. |  Lovett Auditorium

Admiral William H. McRaven

2020 PRESIDENTIAL LECTURE

Phi Theta Kappa 
SCHOL ARSHIP

ANNOUNCING NEW FALL 2020

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. 
Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal 
tobacco use.MURRAY •  PADUCAH • MADISONVILLE •  HOPKINSVILLE •  HENDERSON • FORT CAMPBELL

Visit admissions.murraystate.edu to learn more, 
schedule a campus visit or apply for admission.

With more than 140 academic programs and nearly 180 student 
organizations, Racers will discover a special living and learning 
community — and a life-changing college experience. 

There’s still time to join the Racer Family this fall. 
Apply today!

High Quality Education.
Best Value Education. 
Total College Experience.

Join us!

Br a nd Celebr ation Event

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

Wednesday, Feb. 26 • 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Curris Center Rocking Chair Lounge 

Open to all members of the campus and greater community.

FOOD | PRIZES | GIVEAWAYS
PHOTO BOOTH | AND MUCH MORE!

Visit murraystate.edu/si or call 
800-272-4678 to learn more, schedule 
a campus visit or apply for admission.

A new 2020-21 tuition rate for incoming freshmen and 
transfer students from Illinois furthers our commitment 
to providing one of the best college values in America.

Racers have a relentless pursuit to any goal. At Murray State, we’re 
all about providing countless opportunities for you to achieve your 
goals and realize your dreams. There’s still time to join the Racer 
Family this fall - apply today!

High Quality Education.
Murray State offers 143 programs ranging from 
agriculture to business, music to computer 
science, healthcare to education and much more. 
We continue to introduce new and innovative 
academic programs. 

Most importantly, we prepare our graduates to 
succeed in the career of their choice. Based on our 
most recent reports, 69 percent of our graduates 
are employed and 23 percent continue their 
education within three months of graduation. More 
than 350 companies recruit on campus each year.

Best Value Education.
High-quality academic programs. The total college 
experience. And a best-value education that is 
recognized nationally. We’re proud to be named a 
‘Best Bang for the Buck’ by Washington Monthly, 
a top-tier university by U.S. News & World Report 
for 29 straight years, and one of ‘America’s Top 
Colleges’ by Forbes for 12 straight years. 

Pending SAT/ACT test scores and GPA, you can 
qualify for one of our academic achievement 

scholarships, which are awarded at the time of 
admission and can include up to 100 percent of 
tuition annually. Countless competitive scholarships 
are available to students each year as well.

Total College Experience.
Murray State offers a total college experience 
unlike any other. Join an intramural sports team, 
build lifelong friendships through more than 170 
student organizations, study abroad in more than 
40 countries around the world, and take part in 
one or more of our special campus traditions. 
Adding to our award-winning dining options, new 
eateries on campus include Chick-fil-A, Einstein 
Bros. Bagels, Steak ‘n Shake and Starbucks.

Our University and the city of Murray, Kentucky 
have a lot to offer such as concerts, sporting 
events, parks and specialty retail stores. Students 
will live in a community recognized nationally for 
friendliness and safety. Murray State was named 
#1 in campus safety initiatives by Safe Campus last 
year. We also provide important on-campus health 
services to students who are in need of an on-site 
physician. STUDENT

ORGANIZATIONS

173

CONSECUTIVE YEARS 
TOP TIER UNIVERSITY 
 - U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT

29
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BEST BANG
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 - WASHINGTON MONTHLY

#1 IN CAMPUS 
SAFETY INITIATIVES

- SAFE CAMPUS

MILITARY FRIENDLY 
SCHOOL

 - G.I. JOBS
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 - FORBES
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STUDENT TO 
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Alec Tonazzi, Computer Information Systems

Marion, Illinois

“Murray State has a promising program for my major that 
seemingly evolves every year with new classes and study tracks. 

Murray State was also very affordable and gave generous 
financial aid in response to high school GPA and test scores.”

ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS143

AWARDED BY MURRAY STATE 
$117 MILLION

FINANCIAL AID
& SCHOLARSHIPS

Imani Oliver, Chemistry and Mathematics graduate 

St. Louis, Missouri

Finance Analyst at AT&T headquarters

“Murray State was not too close but not too far from home, 
and it felt like a friendly and safe environment: a home away 
from home. Murray State is huge on diversity and making sure 
everyone is provided the same opportunities, which definitely 
sets it apart.”

RACER ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIPS. We are excited to share that many high school students participating in our Racer Academy dual-credit program 
are recipients of a special Murray State Racer Academy scholarship that is new for the 2020-21 academic year if students are attending as first-time 
freshmen. If applicable to your school, we are including a list of names with this flyer so you can personally recognize and congratulate your students!

Please contact the Office of Recruitment at msu.recruitment@murraystate.edu 
or by calling 800-272-4678 with any questions or if we can assist. Thank you again 
for your relationship with us and we hope to see you soon. Go Racers!

We are very appreciative of your support of Murray State! As we approach the spring, we wanted to share several important 
reminders and updates.

There’s still time! We continue to see many high school seniors scheduling a campus visit and applying for admission for this 
fall’s freshman class. There is still time to join the Racer Family! Individuals can visit admissions.murraystate.edu to learn 
more about Murray State and request additional information.

SUMMER ORIENTATION. Registration is now open. “Summer O” is a student’s final stop before arriving at Murray State for the upcoming fall 
semester. During Summer O, students will meet with an academic advisor, register for classes, set up an appointment with student financial services 
and learn more about the campus community. Special programs and activities are available for families as well. Sessions fill up quickly and students 
are encouraged to register as soon as possible. For more information and to register, visit murraystate.edu/summero.

HEALTH AND SAFETY. We are proud of several recent accolades and resources that are very important to our students and their families. Last 
year, a new partnership began with Primary Care Medical Center of Murray, bringing important on-campus health services to Murray State. On-site 
physicians, nurses and staff are available throughout the week. After-hours access is available as well.

The city of Murray was named one of the nation’s top 50 safest college towns according to findings from SafeWise. Murray was the only Kentucky 
city in the top 50 and was one of five towns within a multi-state region comprised of Illinois, Missouri, Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee.

VISIT CAMPUS. We would love for you and future Racers to visit our campus! Appointments are available Monday-Friday and select Saturdays 
throughout the year. Visit murraystate.edu/visit for more information and availability.

JOIN US FOR RACER DAY! Racer Day will take place on March 31 from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. This is a great opportunity for a closer look into the 
academic, residential and campus life areas of campus. For more information and to register, visit murraystate.edu/racerdays.

NEW RACER DINING OPTIONS:

COMING SOON! COMING SOON!

We are Racers.

High Quality Education. 

Best Value Education.

Total College 
Experience.

Don’t miss
ADMITTED STUDENT 

WEEKEND
February 7-9

ADMITTED 
STUDENT WEEKEND

we can’t wait
to see YOU @

postcards

ads and flyers

lecture poster

photo backdrop

event posters

magnet giveaway
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