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Murray State University announced its Racer Restart plan this spring as 
the institution continues to move forward with a phased process for a safe 
and effective restart in preparation for the fall 2020 semester. 

The Fall 2020 Racer Restart Committee, as well as seven subcommittees 
comprised of various areas of the institution, used a shared-governance 
approach to address all areas in adherence to state and federal guidelines, 
including the development of a set of guiding principles to assist the 
University.

The Racer Restart plan can be viewed in its entirety at
murraystate.edu/racerrestart; the web page will continue to keep 
the campus and broader community informed with updates, health and 
safety-related resources as well as important information.

Coverage included stories in U.S. News & World Report, the Associated 
Press, and many other national, regional and local outlets.

Harrison Fry, a recent graduate of the University’s 
Masters of Public Administration program, has been 
awarded a Local Government Early Career Service 
Certificate from the International City/County 
Management Association for his work in Paducah, 
Kentucky. 

Fry graduated in May 2020 and received the award for 
his internship work with the City Manager's Office within 
the City of Paducah government.

Fry assisted in coordinating strategic plan efforts for the 
city, completed substantial policy analysis and research, 
collaborated with a regional city manager network 
to identify best practices for operations and utilized 
several of the fundamental skills associated with local 
government administration. 

Coverage included stories in WPSD-TV and the Murray 
Ledger & Times.

Murray State University has implemented new test-optional guidelines 
for undergraduate admission to the institution, inclusive of new students 
who apply for admission to be part of this fall’s freshman class, as well as 
prospective students who apply for admission for fall 2021.

"This change to our admission policy further emphasizes the importance 
in assessing the holistic accomplishments and performance by students 
throughout their high school career," Murray State President Dr. 
Bob Jackson said. “No longer requiring standardized test scores for 
prospective undergraduate students for admissions will better serve 

future Racers and their families as they consider the high-quality, total 
college experience that Murray State offers. Additionally, we continue 
to see many high school seniors who are applying for admission to 
Murray State as part of this fall’s freshman class. In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this measure will also reduce anxiety for these individuals who 
cannot complete standardized tests in the weeks to come."

Coverage included stories in KFVS-12, the Murray Ledger & Times and 
others.
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Doctor of Nursing Practice program named among best in 
country by U.S. News & World Report
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Court as special justice
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Racer Family Forums:

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/696756821091889/

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/1115851295461024/

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/949090305537437/

Recruitment and admissions:

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/858269068015431/

Residential colleges:

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/185396139285102/

Athletics:

facebook.com/murraystateuniv/videos/730556114345168/

336

The University has hosted numerous Facebook Live events this quarter across a variety of topics. This includes a series of Racer Family Forum 
streams featuring President Dr. Bob Jackson, Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management Dr. Don Robertson and Senior 
Associate Director of Recruitment Roslyn White. These live streams cover important topics for Racer families as the University prepares for a 
successful fall semester.

Additionally, the University produced Facebook Live events covering recruitment and admissions, the residential college system and Racer 
Athletics.

A list of archived streams can be found below.

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEDIA HITS: 1,121



The University released a virtual tour of the Murray campus for new and prospective students that features 
points of interest as well as other important information.

See the video at:
youtu.be/uaUcIEDIYoA

Digital Media Services also released a feature video on 3D-printed face shields created by the Institute of 
Engineering that were donated to area health organizations.

See the video at:
youtu.be/KkGJR57hXfY

Other University-produced videos include a personal congratulations delivered by University President Dr. Bob 
Jackson, a promo for the University’s new Racer Safe and Healthy Guidelines and virtual Summer Orientation 
modules for incoming Racers.

Class of 2020 congratulations:
youtu.be/LL4_RlxEntA

Racer Safe and Healthy Guidelines:
youtu.be/grIZWSlc_sU

To view any of these videos, please visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report.
You can also access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports.

VISUAL MEDIA

WEB MANAGEMENT

The web team launched several new pages to deliver key information to the campus community 
this quarter and beyond. This includes the Racer Restart website (murraystate.edu/racerrestart) 
that features an FAQ, the Racer Safe and Healthy Guidelines and key information related to the 
University’s reopening this fall.

Additionally, the University created a new site, murraystate.edu/online, that features all of Murray 
State’s online academic programs.

Lastly, the web team created a password-protected Summer Orientation page that contains virtual 
Summer O modules for incoming Racers.

Summer O webpage Racer Restart webpageOnline programs webpage
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Several new publications were created to support enrollment and yield efforts, including 
billboards, Summer course ads, Summer O ads and informational materials and more.

Additionally, the University produced its in-house spring 2020 Blue & Gold alumni 
magazine, which is distributed to thousands of alumni and University stakeholders twice 
a year. Other projects included signage and other materials to support summer courses 
and the University’s new Racer Safe and Healthy Guidelines.

Visit the University's branding toolkit at murraystate.edu/toolkit 
to discover many brand resources, guidelines, templates, recently-
added brand tutorial videos and more. University departments and 
units can even schedule a virtual brand workshop to learn more 
about the "We are Racers." brand and best uses − email
msu.pr@murraystate.edu to schedule a workshop today!

One of America’s 
Best College Values.
Top-Tier University
– U.S.News & World Report
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Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer  Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.  
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A lifetime of service, 
a Racer connection

Admiral William H. McRaven 
traces father’s footsteps, 
shares inspiring story at 
Presidential Lecture

Racer Safe and Healthy
guidelines

 1. Regularly wash hands for at least 20 seconds 
  and use hand sanitizer frequently

 2. Check your temperature daily

 3. If you feel sick, stay home

 4. Wear a face mask

 5. Utilize Murray State Health Services 
  (call, visit, or tele-visit)

 6. Practice social distancing

 7. Keep your workstation/ room sanitized

 8. Get a flu shot

 9. Exhibit healthy behavior

 10. Download the Apple COVID-19 app for daily use

 11. Eat Well. Exercise. Get Plenty of Rest.

 12. Make good choices

Visit murraystate.edu/racerrestart for important 
Racer Safe and Healthy updates, resources and tips.

Through the Racer Safe and Healthy initiative, 
we pledge to do our part for each of us, our 
Racer family and our community.
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UNOCCUPIED
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To access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports, visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report


