
Master of Arts in Educat ion

This program prepares teachers for leadership roles in the
teaching of reading and writ ing. Students who complete the 
program and pass the appropriate Praxis exam fulfill the 
requirements for the Literacy Specialist  Endorsement P-12.

Literacy specialists may serve as literacy coaches or in other 
leadership posit ions within the district . The program is also 
appropriate for classroom teachers who want to increase their 
skills as teachers of reading and writ ing.

Program experiences include coursework in literacy foundations, 
teaching word study, assessment and instruct ion of struggling 
readers, and leadership experiences in literacy. Students choose 
from elect ives in areas, such as language arts and content area 
reading and writ ing. Faculty members hold doctorates in literacy 
and related fields and are extensively published in prest igious 
journals, including The Reading Teacher and Language Arts.

Reading and Writ ing:
Literacy Specialist  Endorsement P-12

 

"I love that  the Reading and Writ ing program is so 
applicable to my everyday classroom teaching.

The classes are pract ical and developed so that  I am 
learning how to bet ter myself in the classroom." 

- Sandra Fisher -
recent graduate

Program Coordinator

Dr. Chhanda Islam
3213 Alexander Hall
Murray, KY 42071

270-809-4257
cislam@murraystate.edu



The MA in Educat ion: Reading and Writ ing Program 

The MA in Educat ion: Elementary Teacher Leader Literacy Concent rat ion 

Program Requirements

Professional Educat ion - Core Courses (9 credit  hours)
EDU 639 - Research to Improve Student Learning (3)
EDU 637 - Instruct ion for Diverse Learners (3)
EDU 631 - Classroom Management and Student Motivat ion (3)

Literacy Specializat ion (15 hours)
REA 612 - Foundations of Literacy (3) (This course should be the first REA course taken.)
REA 626 - Word Study: Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary (3)
REA 628 - Literacy Assessment (3)
REA 638 - Assessment and Instruct ion of Children with Reading Difficult ies (3)
REA 639 - Supervised Pract icum in Reading (3) (REA 612, 626, 628, and 638 MUST be completed before enrolling in REA 639.)

Limited Reading/Writ ing Elect ives (6 hours)
Elect ives must be approved in advance by the student?s educat ion advisor.  At least one course with a major emphasis on writ ing
(e.g. REA 618, ENG 604/605, ELE 602) MUST be included.

Elect ive with emphasis on writ ing:
_____  _____ - __________________________________________
Other elect ive:
_____  _____ - __________________________________________

TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS FOR THE PROGRAM: 30

Suggested Elect ives:
REA 618 - Content Area Reading/Writ ing P-12 (3) (Highly recommended)
ELE 602 - Integrat ing Language Arts (3)
REA 624 - Kentucky Reading Project (3) (By application only; see www.kentuckyliteracy.org/elementary/krp)
ENG 604/605 - Purchase Area Writ ing Project I & II (6) (By application only; see campus.murraystate.edu/pawp)
ELE 616 - Research in Children?s Literature (3)
LIB 617 - Research in Young Adult  Literature (3) 

Professional Educat ion ? Core Courses (15 hours)
EDU 600 - Introduct ion to Teacher Leadership (2)
EDU 631 - Classroom Management and Student Motivat ion (3)
EDU 633 - Curriculum Development (3)
EDU 637 - Instruct ion for Diverse Learners (3)
EDU 639 - Research to Improve Student Learning (3)
EDU 640 - Exit  Seminar in Teacher Leadership (1)

Literacy Concentrat ion (15 hours)
REA 612 - Foundations of Literacy (3)
REA 626 - Word Study: Phonics, Spelling and Vocabulary (3)
REA 618 - Content Area Reading/Writ ing K-12 (3)

Literacy Elect ives: Choose six (6) credit  hours from the following or other literacy elect ives approved by advisor.
ELE 602 - Integrat ing Language Arts in the Curriculum (3)
REA 624 - Kentucky Reading Project (3) (By application only; see www.kentuckyliteracy.org/elementary/krp)
ENG 604 - Purchase Area Writ ing Project I (3) (By application only; see campus.murraystate.edu/pawp)
ENG 605 - Purchase Area Writ ing Project II (3) (By application only; see campus.murraystate.edu/pawp)
ELE 616 - Research in Children?s Literature (3)
LIB 617 - Research in Young Adult  Literature (3)

TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS FOR THE PROGRAM: 30

Learn more about applying for graduate school by visit ing: www.murraystate.edu/students/graduate.aspx 


