PRAXIS 1T
CAEP Standards: 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 4.2
Contextual Information

In compliance with Kentucky regulation the Commonwealth of Kentucky Education Professional
Standards Board (EPSB) requires teacher candidates to pass the PRAXIS II Exam in order to be
eligible for teacher certification. The PRAXIS II covers many different subject areas and is
administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS).

What is this item of evidence?

This item of evidence is the five year summary of pass rates for the Praxis IT which are collected
and distributed by the EPSB to each institution. This five year summary of pass rates identifies
passing scores for each subject per testing year, as well as the number of exams taken, the
number of individuals, mean score, the number of passing individuals, and the percentage of
those who passed.

How is the evidence used?

Praxis II scores are used by the Kentucky Educational Professional Standards Board (EPSB) to
help determine eligibility for state certification. PRAXIS II preparation courses are available to
students through a variety of mediums. Preparation workshops are offered in person each
semester as well as through an on-line Canvas shell format. Preparation books are also available
for check out in the Curriculum Resource Center. All preparation resources are also available at
distance sites.

During which part of the candidate’s experience is the assessment used?

The PRAXIS II exam is offered every September. Candidates are encouraged to take the exam as
a cohort which means they will take the exam the fall semester during their student teaching or
the semester prior if they will be completing their student teaching experience in the spring.

What criteria of success have been established on the measure?
The EPSB identifies the minimum passing score for each subject area per year.
What does the evidence mean?

According to the PRAXIS II summary of pass rates for the last five years, provided by the EPSB,
nearly all of the subject areas have seen pass rates of roughly 80% or greater. However, this
data does show that certain subject areas, such Core Academic Skills for Ed. Math and Writing
decreased from 100% pass rates in 2013/2014 to 60% and 66% respectively in 2015/2016. Other
problem areas were Elementary Ed: MS Social Studies, with a 53 % pass rate, Mathematics:
Content Knowledge at 44% and Middle School Science with 40%. It should be noted, that each
of these areas had small numbers of test takers, (< 10). One other trend that should be noted is
the significant dip in pass rates for the Spanish: World Language content exam. Pass rates dipped
from 100% in 2010/2011 to 50% in 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 and then rose to 62.5 % in
2013/2014 (last year of available data). This decrease in pass rates has been linked to the
significant changes made to the exam in 2010.
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