MSU FFA Field Day

Western Horsemanship Contest Rules

Each school/chapter will be allowed one (1) contestant.

Contestants will be judged strictly on their western horsemanship.  Western horsemanship is designed to evaluate the rider’s ability to execute, in concert with their horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge with precision and smoothness while exhibiting poise and confidence and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body position.  The horsemanship contest is to determine the riding ability of the rider, and the judge will bear this in mind at all times.  Any rider failing to have proper control of his/her mount shall be excused from the contest at the discretion of the judge.  Riders should be secure at the walk, trot and canter to qualify for this contest.  Judging will be done according to the AQHA rulebook.  
Contestants will be subject to questions by the judge.

ASTM/SEI certified helmets are REQUIRED!!! 
All contestants must have a signed/notarized waiver.  

Appropriate western attire must be worn. Clothes and person are to be neat and clean. Boots with a heel are required. 
All horses and equipment will be furnished by Murray State University.  No personal equipment (including: spurs, saddles etc.).  

The mounting portion of the horsemanship pattern has been eliminated in order to conserve time.

A championship trophy will be awarded.

