
Saturday, December 13, 2025

CFSB Center

FALL 2025

Commencement



2

Commencement Program

*Presentation of Colors....................................... Murray State University Army ROTC Color Guard

Processional ................................................... “Flourish for Winds” .....................................Ralph Vaughan Williams
		  “Pomp and Circumstance”..............Edward Elgar, arr. J. Ployhar

Performed by the Murray State University Brass Quintet
Dr. Brent Johnson, Conductor

The Procession of Academic Banners and Residential College Shields

The Faculty Marshals
	 Traci Byrd	 Oliver Freeman	 Carrie Jerrell
	 Jessica Pryor 	 F. Gilland Welsch	 Matthew Williams

The Ceremonial Mace
Mace Bearer: Distinguished Professor Dr. James Rogers    

School of Engineering
Jesse D. Jones College of Science, Engineering and Technology

The Candidates for Degrees
led by

 
Outstanding Graduates

Caroline Elizabeth Chambers and Amelia Fede Lutz

and the Faculty
led by

The Regents Teachers
Oliver Beckers	 Nikki Gaylord	 Alexandra Hendley	 Laura Liljequist            
Christine Naaman	 Kelly Taylor	 Dana Thompson	 Matthew Williams

	 Max Carman Teaching Excellence	 University Distinguished Mentor	
	 Dean Ann Provine	 Kelly Taylor

	 Distinguished Researcher	 University Emerging Scholars
	 Abdulrahman Yarali	 Julia Boyd        Ayorinde Ogunyiola
				  

Faculty Advisor of the Year
Chris Trzepacz
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saturday, december 13fall  2025

The Stage Party
led by 

President Dr. Ron K. Patterson
Opening of Ceremony.......................................................................................................... Robert Pervine
	 Senior Associate Provost

*Star Spangled Banner................................................................................................. arr. Bradley Almquist
Performed by Tony Washington, Senior Music Major

*Invocation .............................................................................................................................  Jonathan Clark 
	 United Campus Ministry Association

Welcome ............................................................................................................................... Ron K. Patterson
		  President

Valediction ......................................................................................................................  Caroline Chambers 
Amelia Lutz

 	 Outstanding Graduates

Special Music...................................“Daniel, Servant of the Lord”............................  arr. Undine Moore
Performed by the Murray State University Choir

Dr. Bradley Almquist, Conductor

Presentation of Candidates for Degree

	 Presiding.................................................................................Senior Associate Provost Pervine

	 Conferring of Degrees..................................................................................President Patterson

*Alma Mater.............................................................................................. A.B. Austin, arr. Bradley Almquist
Performed by the Murray State University Choir

Dr. Bradley Almquist, Conductor

*Recessional................................................“Crown Imperial”............................................. William Walton
Performed by the Murray State University Brass Quintet

Dr. Brent Johnson, Conductor

*The audience is asked to stand.
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Arthur J. Bauernfeind 
College of Business

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Business Administration
Sedem Yao Adraku
Sopuruchukwu Valentine Ahodu
Emily Asher
Jayden Jaquell Austin-Pruitt
Whitney Boles
Cruz Michael Chapina
Noah James Clark
Justin E. Coleman
Payton Nichole Dixon
Khaina Duncan
Alejandro Encinas
Shaylon M. Freeman
Richard Garrison III
Braxton Fitzgerald Gordon
Lee Ann Gordon
Frances Adams Hagan
Dalton Lane Haney
Ashley Ryan Hilbers
Andrea Lynn Hughes
Claire Zelley Hughes
Reigh Ann Kemp
Kylie Kolassa
Graham Collins Martin
Janae Martin+
Dustin Mercer
Jeremy Dalton Middleton
Tanisha Carol Norman
Nicholas Carson O’Dell
Alissa Nicole Peal
Taylor Pharris
Sajan Pokhrel
Brandon Reeves
Kilee Nicole Roser
Payton Wyatt Rushing
Roshani Shahi
Janel K. Shelby
Siddhi Thakkar
Erica Nicole Thibeault
Simran

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Mass Communications
Layla Nicole Christy
Dixie Jo Lynn

Organizational Communication
Lemond Johnson

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Information Systems
Bright Appiah Agyei
Vineela Bathula
Daniel Lee Bryan
Anvesh Kumar Dasarla
Reshma Janagama
Srihari Janapati
Saketh Krovvidi
Tristian Richard Wayne Loomis
Saravana Mannem
Benjamin Wayne Mayes
Sai Varshith Meka
Shivani Nareddy
Sampson Opoku
Pavan Kalyan Pendyala
Kanakapudi Pridhvik
Musthak Ahmad Shaik
Salman Basha Shaik
Sasank Reddy Yerrabothu

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

Journalism
Caroline Grace Blakeman*
Ronan Summers

Organizational Communication
Rino Morotomi

Public Relations
Hannah Aili Elizabeth Choate

BACHELOR OF ARTS
IN BUSINESS

Business Administration
Noel H. Roman
Angelica Temoltzin Vega

Finance
Wesley Montgomery Leggin

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Advertising
Devin Tingle

Computer Science
Anna Didenko
Maria Dodson
Jaxon Douglas Elwell
Jonah Hampton
Jack Bradley Largent
Edmund Howell Longsworth III

Ryan Pirtle
Samuel Slaughter
Brooklyn Wells+
Dennon Wilson
Hayden Blayne Young

Economics
Ali Elizabeth Berry
Jyotiraditya Thakkar

Graphic Communications
Media
Elisha N. Butryn
Olivia Lynch
Brenlee Watts
Bianca Willson

Organizational Communication
Nealey Ruth Jackson
Sariya Oliver

Public Relations
Kelsey Coell Brewer
Lindsey Gipson
Courtney Krejci

Television Production
Nicholas Kevin Barnett
Ayden Thomas Dick
Johnathon Handley+
Lance Tyler Montgomery

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN BUSINESS

Accounting
Evan Carlton
Yifei Chen
Ian C. Ellington
Ryan Leigh Charles Howell
Chenglong Huang
Juncheng Jiang
McKayla Lynn Lasater
Yanheng Liu
Libbie LoRayne Lumbley
Sidney Nichole Nutt
Ethan Gabriel Phillips
Amanda Smith
Rui Teng
Brielle Carlynn Tinsman
Isabella Grace Williams
YuHang Zhao
Manjia Zhuang

Business Administration
Grace LeeAnn Davis
Reece Collin Farmer
Josiah Immanuel Futrell+
Nettaea Nachelle Greene

Degree Candidates
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Brendan A. Hawkins
Malikhi Jefferson
Ponlachet Kijsamerjai
Breanne Marie Lawson
Jessica Mikel Lee
Beth Ann Munger
Umojania Neal
Hayes Douglas Parish
William Pieroni
Nikki D. Powell
Ryan Dell Reid
Erica De’Shea Smith
Courtney Stanley
Nicholas Tate Tooley
Macie Elizabeth Tosh

Computer Information Systems
Gabriel Henshaw
Megan Jill Jones

Finance
Zhengjie Chang
Leijie Cheng
Caroline Elise Clarke
Jiayi Ding
Wesley William Gurton
Emma Hager
Gerry D. Harris
Keer Li
Yichen Liu
Madeline Jane Lotspeich
Grant Pobst
Huayang Qi
Giuseppe Matteo Santoro
Owen Nathaniel Shelton
Haoran Su
Lemeng Wang
Qian Wang
Xin Wang
Jingxuan Zhang
Kaiwei Zhang
Pu Zhao
Xin Zhao

Logics and Supply Chain
Management
Shecurtia Cain-Harris
Courtney Irvin
Tyler Michael Leachman
Marcos O. Nicolas Jr.

Management
Esmeralda Lugo Limas
Jonathon Melemed
Brady James Roberson

Marketing
Victoria Ann Burgess
Asal Haghighatjoo
Eric Hall
Blayne Thompson

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

Business Administration
Luis Miguel Castillo*

CERTIFICATE

Business Analytics
Lori Roe

Health Communication
Lemond Johnson

College of Education 
and Human Services

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

P-20 and Community Leadership
Brooke Ellen Custis
Portia Lynn Davis
Elizabeth Harper Forrester
Michele Diane Franklin
Jose Miguel Gaspar
Patricia Kay Greer
James L. Hunter
Brian Allen Jones
Allison Cortney Kincer
Au’Yana A. Lee
Skyler Lempert
KumuthaLakshmi Maniam
Linda Stinson

SPECIALIST IN EDUCATION

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Ashley Alexander-Rose
Nancy Houston Fast Bates
Eliza Mae Kho
Ashley Alexander-Rose

School Psychology
Roxie Floyd Dean
Taylor Ann Deweese
Hannah Elizabeth James

MASTER OF ARTS

Postsecondary Education
Stephen Demetrius Keene

Teacher Leader
Hannah Buckman
Taylor B. Dukes
Karlye Jazmine Loy
Skylar Lussier
Tiffany Mays
Madelynn Grace McCombs
Jillian Mae Nunnery
Aneela Raza
Shelby LeAnne Shadrick
Leah Thomas
Brooke Willett

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN EDUCATION

Education Administration
Joey Adair
Ashley R. Brewer
Christie DePriest
Darrah Jackson
Leslie Kuykendall
Brad Smalley

Interdisciplinary Early 
Childhood Education
Kelsey May Miller
Georgena Taylor

Library Media
Jacob Z. Durall
Melissa Kay Purdy
Lana M. Wingham

Reading and Writing
Brandy Nicole Hale
Tamara Lane Hart-Stephens
Emily M. Hearn
Megan Alyse Pennington
Virginia Sizemore

School Counseling
Leigh Dowdy
Kelley Leigh Sutton

Special Education
Harlee Elizabeth Carter
Kevin Driver
Kelly Mathis
Allison Nicole Montney
Lyndsey Burton Scott
Chloe Dawn Warford

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Career and Technical Education
Cari Calico
Allen Lee Neal
Michelle Havens Patrick
Trenton Stamey

Human Development 
and Leadership
Taylor Arnett Anderson+
Shawn Craven
Theresa Marie Lundberg
Jacob Paul Pennington
Kyle Jay Robertson

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Elementary Education
Isabelle Lynnette Ekbundit+
Karla Pacheco Alvarez+

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Career and Technical Education
Nader Munir Iweimrin
Christopher David Skipworth
Sarah Warner

Communication Disorders
Sarah Elizabeth Bowling
Caitlyn Denton
Katherine Elizabeth Drueke
Samantha G. Fortune
Whitney Harrison
Jacy Drew Hicks
Claudia Kathleen Otte

Criminal Justice
Lillian Kay Breeden
Kylee Elizabeth Lammers
Caitlin Law
Stephen McDonald Profumo
Ava Grace Puckett
Latoya Towery
Eleanor Ruth Vaughan

Elementary Education
Haley René Brown+
Jackson Chapman
Adreanna Edgar+
Ella Grace Foley+
Cassidy Pointer Heady
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Baylee Anne Nicole Hedgepath+
Josie Paige Howard
Elizabeth Reagan Irions
Paige Kelly
Madeline Grace Leonard+
Rylee McCallon
Addison E. Mosier
Brendan Paradice
Emily Claire Payne
Taylor Faith Petty
Anna Christina Reese

Health and Physical Education
Kylan Galbreath
Lauren Goode
Ryan M. Heath
Adison Rae Hicks
Autumn Paige Jeffords
David Jesse Kidd
Grant Middendorf
Alex Scott West

Human Services and Counseling
Natalie L. Gibbons
Angela M. Gierhart
Marissa Maldonado
Makaela Pierce
Hallie Waltmon

Learning and Behavior Disorders
Kayla Marie Bachelder
Kennedy Grace Wheeler

Middle School Education
Alexis Kay Cantrell
Brooke Swafford

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

Social Work
Ashley Delaine Beaty
Zoei M. Blair
Deja A. Coneal
Samantha Elaine Conner
Ashlie Nicole Fisher
Katrina Harris
Shawna Lashea Major
Andi Martin
Delilah Mckinley
Amber McReynolds
Samantha Rodgers
Lisa M. Siler
Syimone T. Springfield
Christina M. Tinsley
Ramiro A. Velazquez
Sydney Wade
Tara Velina Watkins
Kayla Diane Wilson
Laci Winn
Raven Wiseman*

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Career and Technical Education
Don Aaron Wilson

College of Humanities 
and Fine Arts

MASTER OF ARTS

English
Brit Garrett Lipfird
Ariana Micaela Stroop
Samantha Alexandra Vasquez

History
Anthony Jackson Aubrey

TESOL
Jennifer Beckett

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Public Administration
Joseph M. Albrittain II
Misty Michelle Bowman Duvall
Jana K. Earls
Savannah Shea Gentry
LaFonza Hastings
Cameron M. Heath Jr.
Narayan Khadka
Tramel Lee
Anthony Jacob Martinez
Breonna Mikarovski
Tony L. Millet
Faeren Moses Nomor
Austin Hunter Norvell
Emily Poncher
Nicholas J. Rahimi
Braelon M.J. Scott-Blue
Lorrin Washington
Lynette Watkins
McKenzie Skipper Young

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Clinical Psychology
Cynthia Blair-Winding
Ashlee Ann Bradley
Xavier Lee Brown
Emily Hurt Kinsey
Morgan Elizabeth Macke
Jeremy Matthew Morgan
Abbie Niemeyer

BACHELOR OF ARTS

English
Saralyn Airelle Clark+
Joshua Zachary Lawrence
Chelsea Faith Phillips
Samantha Ann Sextonson

English Education
Kathryn Eileen Ballengee

Global Language
Rebekah Collins
Robert D. Howell III+

History
Ethan T. Derevage

International Studies
Faeble Ashfield
Kendra A. Hansen*

Music
Amelia Fede Lutz

Psychology
Sydney Martin*
Jorden Nicole Powell
Daniela Kate Sanchez

Theatre
Tania Grace

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Art and Design
Maidie Bohannon
Irian Suyapno Christie
Alexus DeVaul
Mara Gagel
Daisy Mae Grimes
Krizianna Groves
Laurel Olivia Guess+
Jordan Lenzie Harrell Wilcox
Randi Miget
Alissa Redding
Jamie Rogers

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Music
Zacharie Lamb

Music Education
Diamond Edwards*
James Ethanial Hackett

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Art and Design
Jakyah Anniece Acree
Zachariah Alexander
Adam Reed Ashlock
Kailee Michelle Goff
Hugo S. Hodge
Samira Johnson
Addison Miller

English
Cailey Jean Greenslit
Karrah Harper
Allison M. Sledd
Judy Kathryn Taylor

History
Maximilian Duncan
Keller M. Nichols

Music Business
Karly Elyse Damm
Jake Dalton Hurt
Austin James Kozuszek

Political Science
Darren Mueller
Jada Anjulee Peyton
Lukas A. Ramey
Jillian Renee Stevens
Colson Allen Thomas
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Psychology
William Russell Armstrong V
Macy Barron
Addie Grace Burns
Elizabeth A. Haas
Brendan J. Hays
Makayla Hilda Marie Heath
Caramiah Grace Hernandez
Gabrielle Hogan
Emily Faith Hutson
Chelsea Jaegers
Alyssa Joy-Lynn Jones
Shajuanta Daeshaun Knox*
Melissa Sue Lindaman
Morgan McClure
Avery Grant Mefford
Joseph Thomas Leon Moreno
Zoe Painter
Mackenzie Phelps
Isaac M. Robertson
Carley Shockey
Emily Trejo
Molly Abigail Utley
Lauren Wills

Theatre
Katherine L. W. Wyatt

CERTIFICATE

Japanese Language and Culture
Megan Franke

Jesse D. Jones College 
of Science, Engineering 
and Technology

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Biology
Gage R. Barnes
Elliot B. Clouse
Emily Ann Freeman
Justin Graben
Willow Kenneda
Marissa Monta Christine Miles
Jillian Meadow Murphy+
Melissa Ocampo

Chemistry
Anita Sapkota

Cybersecurity Management
Ayomide Olawale Aina
Charles R. King
Joshua Edward Wilkerson

Earth and Environmental
Sciences
Cole Anthony Fletcher
Harsh Vashishth

Occupational Safety and Health
Ishmael Kwadwo Afful
Abhishek Aneja
Asia Amrosa Khay Blanton
Karley Addison Clark
Mollie Elizabeth Daniel
Faisal Dermane

Riley Cameron Duncan
Omar Daniel Franco
Teena Kathula
Rachael Obeng
Manho Park
Bandhavi Patibandla
Jahangir Shekh
Brandon Speed
Hannah Lea Waller
Brittany Lee Watson

Wildlife and Conservation
Biology
Megan Jule Causey+
Nathan Andrew Waltmon+

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Applied Engineering
Nicholas Scott Peckham

Biology
Magdalene Grace Harned
Hanna Grace Holsapple
Sarah Pauline Irvan
Johnathen Daniel Rives
Courtney Jean Schum
Alyson Bailey Smith

Chemistry
Timia Aileen Dixon
Megan Franke
Jordan Pierce

Construction Management 
and Architecture
Eva Nicolle Edwards
Bryce Kanyen English
Luke Aaron Gilbert
Logan M. Hatton
Gracey Holmes
Cameron Taylor Hudson
Clint Lyles McKee
Dylan Richard Stubblefield+
Tyler Treas
Rae Valencia
Dillon Wayne Fuller Whitis

Cybersecurity and Network 
Management
Caleb Braxton Campbell
Michael Lane Connelly
Mason T. Duke
Harley Hannan
Tanner Michalson Hayes
Chance Henderson
Samuel Kemp
Eli Knowles
Shaju Kurissery Varghese
Michael Ryan McDowell
Skyler Lee Moyers+
Alaina Danielle Niceschwander
Brady Noles
Robert Joesph Purcell
Jason Lee Racey
Scott Dean Solgot
Damon Jamos Stephens
Tameron A. Williams

Design Engineering Technology
Noah Scott Bartley+
Jeremy Earl Harkins
Isaac Medley
Alexa Simmons+

Earth and Environmental Sciences
Connor A. Aul
Nadia Andrea Castillo
Chaney Alexis Cox
Sydney Greenwell
Mackenzie Wade Hecht
Wyatt H. Page
Miranda Jobeth Stapleton
Summer Gayle Wall

Electromechanical Engineering 
Technology
Angus E. Davis
James R. Grant
Jacob Harley
Jackson Thomas Kulijof
Pate Timothy McCormick

Manufacturing Engineering 
Technology
Jesse Jahzeel De Leon Sifuentes
Logan Jenkins
Mason Elijah Nelson

Mathematics
Nazim Ihsan Pacheco
Andrew Lewis Peeples
Jocelynn Pry

Occupational Safety and Health
Colton Donahue
Kalessin G. Duffy
Lane Thomas Gamble
Landon Goodman
Wyatt Henry Robert Hampton
Keeton Harris
Olivia Grace Hilliard
Aaron David Kirkpatrick
Courtney Marshall
Emily Penrod
Isaac Shelton
Cole Swafford
Nicholas Whalin

Physics
Abhinna Gurung

Wildlife and Conservation Biology
Chasity Allsop
Wade Griffin Baker
Joshua Colton Browning
Tayler Hilton
Summer Mitchell
Samuel Schilli

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN ENGINEERING

Civil and Sustainability 
Engineering
Mary Hardy

Engineering Physics
Trent Michael Alsup
Chandler Scott Andrews
Stephanie Betancourt
Adrian Gaddis
Nathaniel Harper
Blain Alon Krampe#
James Logan Smiley
Andrew Wimberley
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ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Mechatronics
Christian Reider*

CERTIFICATE

Geographic Information Science
Nadia Andrea Castillo
Anna Compton
Chaney Alexis Cox
Maria Dodson
Sydney Greenwell
Jayden Morris
Miranda Stapleton

Occupational Safety and Health
Ishmael Kwadwo Afful
Abhishek Aneja
Asia Amrosa Khay Blanton
Karley Clark
Mollie Elizabeth Daniel
Faisal Dermane
Riley Duncan
Omar Franco
Teena Kathula
Rachael Obeng
Bandhavi Patibandia
Jahangir Shekh
Hannah Waller
Hannah Waller
Brittany Watson

Hutson School 
of Agriculture

SPECIALIST IN EDUCATION

Agricultural Education
Briana Michelle Carmon
Olivia Cummings
Daniel Dunaway
Jessica Melissa Garrason
Mollie R. Goldman
Katherine Elizabeth Howard
Jacob Mitchell Jaworski
Abigail Lyell
Madelaine Mink
Ishtar Muhammad
Courtney Myers
Jordan Rae Collins Paul
Shelby Roberts
Cassidy Byess Samples
Sabrina Stearns
Abigail Elizabeth Zerwig

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Agriculture
Priyanka Anguluri
Rekha Badu
Jonathan Howard Raymer
Barnes
Lucas Edward Baxley
Emily Katherine Brown
Georgia Mae Brumley
Ivey Laine Cook
Rahika Gatla
Lauren Hamelman
Courtney Branch Hester

Parker Reece Jennings
Cade Christopher Johnson
Sai Amrutha Varshini Karnati
Madison Elizabeth Kirby
Klaire Elizabeth Kobart
Skylar Clover Lawrence
Douglas E. Lawson
Hannah Elizabeth Lemay
Shawnna Hayley McGuinness
Courtney Mikayla Mosbacher
Kathleen Ott
Jeanene Pike
Uday Kiran Pittala
Tiffany Ann Pittman
Sierra Paige Potts
Breanna Poulin
Prakash Rawat
Alexis Rineair
Amanda Schaibley
Kadi Skipworth
Brandon T. Smith
Walter Thomas Smithson
Sierra Miranda Stone
Kailey M. Taylor
Ramya Sree Teeguri
Christopher Lenn Towns
Kranthi Vinukonda
Lilian Welden
Gracey Hancock Wilson
Yelisetti Balasusrith

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Science
Robert Tyler Austin
Cole Baker
Esdon Daniel Bartling
Eva Bogue
William James Bonta
Jenna Danielle Byrd+
Caroline Elizabeth Chambers
Taylor Elizabeth Chambers
MacKenzie Jade Coleman
Kenzie Nicole Connelly
Stephen Dunn+
Benjamin Eugene Flatt
Cody Wayne Fulk
Kennedy Gibson
Brayden Cole Hall*
Annalyn Grace Harper
Molly C. Harris
Corrin E. Heilig
Dominick A. Helman
Heidi Lynn Hite
Madelyn Grace Hughes
Addison Paige Jackson
Lindsey Kay Jessup
Samuel Chad Jones
Maddie Isabella Karcher
Sara Grace Mattingly Coyle
Malle McGee
Riana Kathleen McGlinn
Paige Elizabeth McKittrick
Callie Mache Meserole
Hayden Miller
Caleb Bryant O’Nan+
James Paul Payne IV
Lauren Elizabeth Piercey
Jilliann Leigh Plunkett+
Kolby Jaine Quillen
Ethan Adam Ramage
Zoey Elizabeth Ramsey

Evan Thomas Rockwell
Brookelyn Faith Rupcke+
Sarah Elizabeth Shackleford
Anna Colleen Shaffer+
Hannah Lynn Smith+
Sidney Nicole Stobaugh
Kason Stockton
Jodi Lea Terhorst
Cason Lee Tilford
Riley Clanton Williams
Paitynn A. Wilson+
Grace Woodrow
Travis Cain Yancy

Animal and Equine Science
Madilyn Brummer
Jadin Brook Dizney
Ellie Fields
Kara Ann Freeman
Britney Leann Jones
MaKayla McCready
Grace Adleta Robertson
Hannah M. Saal
Cynthia Kenzie Lynn Sloughs

Animal Health
Fin Blinova
Nellie Gray Morton
Katelyn Marie Smith
Laken White

Animal Technology
Dallas Ahart
Marie Celene Baxley
Sammi Jo Brewington
Shawnee Brooks
Briley Elizabeth Burks
Lydia Evelyn Marie Dobbs
Avery Frederick Duff
Samantha Mae Edwards
Victoria Grace Fletcher
Kylie Elizabeth Ford
Meridan Renee Giannini
Kylee James
Carly Jean Johnson
Madyson Kay Karstens
Liyah J. Lane
Avery Martin
Kaydence A. McCormick
Casca McMahon
Emily Faith McManaway+
Alayna Katherine McNair
September Rayn Newman
Rebecca Dianne Noble
Madison Reese Presley
Keli Reynolds
Madison T. Rolfs
Cecelea-Josie Marie Roten
Maci Sanders
Alexia A. Sherwin
Caitlynn Smith
Kalyn Leigh Smith
Madison Thomas
Samantha Tucci
Gavin K. Turner
Molly Wallace
Hazel Leann Weiler
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\School of Nursing and 
Health Professions

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Exercise Science
Connor James Blalock
Atley Crawford+
Haley Renee Howell+
Kaden Andrew Knittel
Kyle Brooks Morris
Karsen Neal Starks

Nutrition and Dietetics
Olivia Renee Boaz
Erin Sunshine Clark
McKenna Marie Finley
Sidney Ryan

Public and Community Health
Alaina DeNe’ Ellegood
Savannah Brooke Fikes
James Michael Harrison Jr.
Monica Vira Lumor
Jacey Morgan Luther
Avery Madison Mayberry
Danielle Kaye McDaniel
Emma Grace Owen
Rachel Kristin Straub
Jacqueline J. Warren

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING

Nursing
Callie Brown
Lilyanna Beth Conkle
Addison Elizabeth Cowger
Madelynn Efinger
Ryleigh Graul
Avery Page Greer
Joshua Groves
Kendal Brooklyn Hargrove
Hailie Renae Hollis
Madison Rose Holmen

Madison Kent
Kimutai Ruth Jepchumba
Chloe McKenna Martin
Ellie Mae Martin
Drake May
Ethan Morrison
Drew Mullinax
Erin Myatt
Abigail Nicole Nelson
Ella R. Peña
Angel Pearson
McKenzie Caroline Pool
Jack Luther Rideout
Sarah Anne Sargeant
Idalia Marie Simmons
Carley Claire Tabers
Bailey Jade Thompson
Nevaeh Rose Tyson
Courtney Michelle Varvel
Hope Isabella Ware
Madeline Paige Weatherly
Kayla Marie Westfall
Alyssa Morgan Woodall

Nursing (RN to BSN)
Sarah Jean Baird
Beth Copeland
Samantha G. Farmer
Thomas C. Hawkins
Emily Paige Hulsey
Lauren Elizabeth Matthis
Kayla Miller
Elizabeth Padiki Odonkor
Kandice Faye Porter
Kayla Verburg*

Center for Adult and 
Regional Education

BACHELOR OF GENERAL
STUDIES

General Studies
Emily Noel Houser

BACHELOR OF INTEGRATED 
STUDIES

Integrated Studies
Caroline Elizabeth Adams
Devante Alexander
Hunter Bomgardner
Christa Leann Burnett
Casey John Coleman
Todd C. DeArmond
Kendall Michele Denny
Amro Eloraby
Christine Anette Fuston-Goncé
Bradley A. Graham
Makayla H. Gray
Marcus Harris
Payton Renee Henry
Christine R. Johnson-Wright
Heather Renae-Cobb Laliberte
Brandy Nicole Mason
Jackson McCoy
Erin McDowell
Abigail Miller
Hannah Prewitt
Elizabeth Anne Reed
Daizsa Jittaun Revels
Alexandrea Renee Roach
Sylvia Hamlin Roberts
Bailey Nicole Rossetti
Andrew Michael Rush
Phyllis Joy Shelley
Isaac David Silva
Hunter K. Simpson
Corban Smith
Ethan Michael Smith
Virginia Lane Walsh
Sydney Joanne Wray
Alyse Christine Zinzilieta

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

General Studies
Casey John Coleman
Kaylee Marie Dillon
Hanna Leigh Latham
Louis J. Lavorato
Jarrett Oquain

201 Curris Center  |  Murray, KY 42071  |  270-809-4388

bookstore.murraystate.edu

University Store

diploma frames | alumni 
merchandise | racer gear

balloons | roses | and more!

CLASS of 2025!Congratulations

Available at Entrance B in the Varsity Shop
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Baccalaureate candidates who complete all requirements of the honors diploma sequence are 
awarded the Murray State University honors diploma, signified by the honors diploma medallion 

worn during the commencement ceremony. 
	 Baccalaureate candidates who achieve summa cum laude, magna cum laude and cum laude are 
recognized by the gold honors cord worn during the commencement ceremony. Baccalaureate candidates 
who achieve a cumulative grade point average of 3.80 to 4.00 are graduated summa cum laude, 3.60 to 3.79 
are graduated magna cum laude and 3.40 to 3.59 are graduated cum laude. To be eligible for these honors, 
a student must have maintained the above standards at this University as well as overall.

	 Honor Graduates

HONORS DIPLOMA RECIPIENTS
Chandler Scott Andrews
Marie Celene Baxley
Caroline Grace Blakeman*
Caroline Elizabeth Chambers
Erin Sunshine Clark
Maria Dodson
Megan Franke
Ryan Leigh Charles Howell
Carly Jean Johnson
Amelia Fede Lutz
Zoe Painter
Ava Grace Puckett
Lukas A. Ramey
Isaac M. Robertson
Samantha Ann Sextonson
Molly Wallace

HONORS FOCUS CERTIFICATE
Jonah Hampton
Emily Claire Payne
Jocelynn Pry

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Noah Scott Bartley+
Marie Celene Baxley
Ali Elizabeth Berry
Caroline Grace Blakeman*
Hunter Bomgardner
Sammi Jo Brewington
Joshua Colton Browning
Madilyn Brummer
Elisha N. Butryn
Caleb Braxton Campbell
Evan Carlton
Caroline Elizabeth Chambers
Hannah Aili Elizabeth Choate
Erin Sunshine Clark
Caitlyn Denton
Anna Didenko
Maria Dodson
Katherine Elizabeth Drueke
Isabelle Ekbundit+
Bryce Kanyen English
Ellie Fields
Benjamin Eugene Flatt
Victoria Grace Fletcher
Kylie Elizabeth Ford
Samantha G. Fortune

Cody Wayne Fulk
Mara Gagel
Natalie L. Gibbons
Lindsey Gipson
Daisy Mae Grimes
Wesley William Gurton
Mary Hardy
Kendal Brooklyn Hargrove
Annalyn Grace Harper
Karrah Harper
Brendan A. Hawkins
Ryan M. Heath
Corrin E. Heilig
Dominick A. Helman
Adison Rae Hicks
Josie Paige Howard
Madelyn Grace Hughes
Autumn Paige Jeffords
Carly Jean Johnson
Maddie Isabella Karcher
Wesley Montgomery Leggin
Melissa Sue Lindaman
Edmund Howell Longsworth III
Amelia Fede Lutz
Rylee McCallon
Paige Elizabeth McKittrick
Hayden Miller
Kyle Brooks Morris
Drew Mullinax
Claudia Kathleen Otte
Zoe Painter
Emily Claire Payne
Ryan Pirtle
Grant Pobst
Lukas A. Ramey
Anna Christina Reese
Ryan Dell Reid
Jack Luther Rideout
Isaac M. Robertson
Madison T. Rolfs
Giuseppe Matteo Santoro
Samantha Ann Sextonson
Anna Colleen Shaffer+
Owen Nathaniel Shelton
Hannah Lynn Smith+
Jyotiraditya Thakkar
Christina M. Tinsley
Samantha Tucci
Molly Wallace
Brenlee Watts
Andrew Wimberley
Grace Woodrow

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Chandler Scott Andrews
Stephanie Betancourt
Connor James Blalock
Olivia Renee Boaz
Maidie Bohannon
Jenna Danielle Byrd+
Irian Suyapno Christie
Rebekah Collins
Grace LeeAnn Davis
Lydia Evelyn Marie Dobbs
Kalessin G. Duffy
Ashlie Nicole Fisher
Ella Grace Foley+
Lauren Goode
Joshua Groves
Abhinna Gurung
Elizabeth A. Haas
James Ethanial Hackett
Jonah Hampton
Jacob Harley
Cassidy Pointer Heady
Mackenzie Wade Hecht
Olivia Grace Hilliard
Jake Dalton Hurt
Emily Faith Hutson
Elizabeth Reagan Irions
Megan Jill Jones
Samuel Chad Jones
Paige Kelly
Shaju Kurissery Varghese
Liyah J. Lane
Jack Bradley Largent
Joshua Zachary Lawrence
Madeline Jane Lotspeich
Andi Martin
Brandy Nicole Mason
Jackson McCoy
Amber McReynolds
Callie Mache Meserole
Randi Miget
Nellie Gray Morton
Addison E. Mosier
Nazim Ihsan Pacheco
Brendan Paradice
Jordan Pierce
Stephen McDonald Profumo
Ava Grace Puckett
Ethan Adam Ramage
Alissa Redding
Grace Adleta Robertson
Brookelyn Faith Rupcke+
Andrew Michael Rush
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Sidney Ryan
Maci Sanders
Sarah Elizabeth Shackleford
Lisa M. Siler
Alexa Simmons+
Hunter K. Simpson
Christopher David Skipworth
Allison M. Sledd
Katelyn Marie Smith
Courtney Stanley
Karsen Neal Starks
Cole Swafford
Nevaeh Rose Tyson
Ramiro A. Velazquez
Sarah Warner
Alex Scott West
Kayla Marie Westfall
Kennedy Grace Wheeler
Dillon Wayne Fuller Whitis
Bianca Willson
Dennon Wilson
Kayla Diane Wilson
Laci Winn

CUM LAUDE
Ashley Delaine Beaty
Fin Blinova
William James Bonta
Lillian Kay Breeden
Victoria Ann Burgess
Addie Grace Burns
Nadia Andrea Castillo
Taylor Elizabeth Chambers

Saralyn Airelle Clark+
Caroline Elise Clarke
Kenzie Nicole Connelly
Karly Elyse Damm
Angus E. Davis
Jesse Jahzeel De Leon Sifuentes
Ayden Thomas Dick
Stephen Dunn+
Adreanna Edgar+
Samantha Mae Edwards
Alaina DeNe’ Ellegood
Amro Eloraby
Kylan Galbreath
Lane Thomas Gamble
Bradley A. Graham
Cailey Jean Greenslit
Harley Hannan
Gerry D. Harris
Katrina Harris
Keeton Harris
Whitney Harrison
Brendan J. Hays
Madison Rose Holmen
Ryan Leigh Charles Howell
Nealey Ruth Jackson
Lindsey Kay Jessup
Kylee Elizabeth Lammers
McKayla Lynn Lasater
Tyler Michael Leachman
Olivia Lynch
Sara Grace Mattingly Coyle
Pate Timothy McCormick
Malle McGee
Alayna Katherine McNair
Rino Morotomi

Ethan Morrison
Darren Mueller
Mason Elijah Nelson
Brady Noles
Elizabeth Padiki Odonkor
Andrew Lewis Peeples
Taylor Faith Petty
Makaela Pierce
Jilliann Leigh Plunkett+
McKenzie Caroline Pool
Jocelynn Pry
Zoey Elizabeth Ramsey
Hannah M. Saal
Daniela Kate Sanchez
Sarah Anne Sargeant
Phyllis Joy Shelley
Isaac Shelton
Idalia Marie Simmons
Alyson Bailey Smith
Scott Dean Solgot
Miranda Jobeth Stapleton
Carley Claire Tabers
Angelica Temoltzin Vega
Jodi Lea Terhorst
Madison Thomas
Bailey Jade Thompson
Devin Tingle
Macie Elizabeth Tosh
Courtney Michelle Varvel
Sydney Wade
Madeline Paige Weatherly
Nicholas Whalin
Laken White
Riley Clanton Williams
Katherine L. W. Wyatt

KumuthaLakshmi Maniam
Georgena Taylor

Jyotiraditya Thakkar
Kranthi Vinukonda

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi is the most selective academic honor society at Murray State 
University. Membership is by invitation only, based on grade-point averages, to the top 7.5% of juniors, 
top 10% of seniors and top 10% of graduate students.

FIND TODAY’S PHOTOS 
OF YOUR GRAD!

Text “Grad25” to 888-299-0978 
for more information.
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Outstanding Fall Graduates

Amelia Lutz, the child of 
Christopher and Julia Lutz of 
Saint Meinrad, Indiana, will earn a 
bachelor’s degree in music with a 
minor in Spanish. 
	 A 3.98 GPA student, Lutz is a 
member of the Murray State Honors 
College, a Murray State University 
Trustee Scholarship recipient and a 
U.S. Department of State Benjamin 
A. Gilman International Scholarship 
recipient for study abroad, which she 
completed in Salzburg, Austria.
	 She has served as vice president 
of Alpha Mu Gamma national 
collegiate foreign languages honor 
society, All Campus Sing committee 
chair for Honors Student Council 
and flute section leader in Racer 
Band.
	 Lutz also has research 
experience with Posters at the 
Capitol in Frankfort, Kentucky, 
where she presented her poster, 
“Implementing a Paleographical 
Analysis to Provenance a Spanish 
Santorale,” in March 2025. She also 
presented a poster on her original 
undergraduate research on a 
Spanish manuscript at the Kentucky 
Honors Roundtable at the University 
of Louisville in February 2025.
	 After graduation, Lutz plans to 
serve as a Seton Teaching Fellow in 
New York, New York.

	 “Being a Racer has meant 
getting to learn and grow 
surrounded by friends and 
classmates who show me every day 
just how much is possible,” said 
Lutz. “I am forever grateful to the 
teachers, friends and mentors that 
took the time to be there for me 
during my years at Murray State. 
Being named Outstanding Senior is a 
great honor that I will carry with me 
for the rest of my life.”

Caroline Chambers, the child of 
Phillip Chambers and Erin Cline of 
Cunningham, Tennessee, will earn 
a bachelor’s degree in agribusiness 
and a minor in unmanned aerial 
systems.
	 A 3.96 GPA student, Chambers 
is a recipient of the Presidential 
Fellowship, a member of the 
President’s List every semester of 
her college career, served as Murray 
State Horticulture Club president, 
Omicron Delta Kappa Honor 
Society president, as well as Honors 
Student Council treasurer for two 
years. She also earned Outstanding 
Horticulture Club Senior in April 
2025. Chambers’ hard work has paid 
off at Murray State. She was the 
recipient of six scholarships totaling 
nearly $23,000 for the 2024-25 
school year. 

	 While a member of Honors 
Student Council, Chambers helped 
raise around 2,000 tulips over the 
course of two years for a fundraiser 
and beautification project. She also 
volunteered at Needline and used 
her connections in the farming 
community to help provide 300+ 
pounds of meat during government 
assistance reductions.
	 After graduation, Chambers 
plans to work in the agribusiness 
industry and help manage her family 
farm. 
	 “Being a Racer has meant 
being surrounded by faculty and 
friends that are excited about 
my growth not only as a student, 
but as a person,” said Chambers. 
“Being a Racer has also meant 
having opportunities within my 
field that I would never have 
anywhere else. I am eternally grateful 
for the programs, mentors and 
friends that have made me the 
person I am today. Being named 
Outstanding Senior is an honor 
that I forever cherish, but overall is 
just a representation of exceptional 
opportunities I had access to here at 
Murray State.”

Murray State University has named Caroline Chambers and Amelia Lutz as the 
recipients of the fall 2025 Outstanding Senior recognition. Students recognized with 

this honor are known for their academic excellence and professionalism. 

Fall 2025 Outstanding Graduates, left to right: Amelia Lutz and Caroline Chambers.
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Murray State University Alumni Association members define RACER PRIDE. 
Our members allow Murray State’s rich traditions and University mission to thrive, 
while also supporting alumni activities all over the world. The MSUAA encourages alumni 
to network with other Racers through a mix of programming 
and events. Membership is FREE for new graduates! 
Annual and lifetime options are available.

communit y |  schol arships  |  recruitment

Join today at 
murraystate.edu/alumni

Once a Racer, always a Racer!
#WeAreRacers
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Academic Heraldry
History
The wearing of academic apparel is a time-honored 
tradition of great dignity. It apparently evolved 
from the ecclesiastical garb of the late Middle 
Ages. Regular use of the academic gown and hood 
dates back to the 13th century at the University of 
Cambridge (1284). During Colonial times the custom 
was begun at King’s College in New York — now 
Columbia University.

The Mace
In the Middle Ages a mace was a heavy, armor-
breaking club with a metal head, carried to protect a 
king. At Murray State University, the mace is carried 
at the head of all academic processions to symbolize 
order and authority. Our mace was designed and 
crafted by the Department of Industrial Education 
in 1968. It is made of hand-carved mahogany with a 
gilded handle and an octagonal head topped with a 
torch flame. A polished brass band around the top 
of the head is inscribed “Murray State University 
1922.” The mace bearer is the Distinguished 
Professor of the Faculty. Each year Murray State 
University students who have been elected to 
Who’s Who Among Students in American Colleges 
and Universities are responsible for nominating 
candidates for this award. The selection is made by 
a committee of faculty and faculty emeriti, many of 
whom are former recipients of the award.

The Flag
The official flag of Murray State University is a field 
of gold on which is inscribed in navy blue the shield 
and name of the University. 

Shields and Banners
The Murray State shield consists of a blue
background with three gold stars enclosed in a
double gold border. The three stars representing
hope, endeavor and achievement symbolize the
Murray State University experience past, present
and future. The emblem is taken from the heraldic
coat-of-arms of the family of William Murray, Earl
of Mansfield and Lord Chief Justice of Great Britain
in 1756. The Earl of Mansfield is an ancestor of the
Murray family for which the city of Murray and the
University are named. Academic and residential
college banners are carried by graduating students.

Academic Regalia
The wearing of academic apparel is a time-honored 
tradition of great dignity. Regular use of the 
academic gown and hood dates back to the 13th 
century at the University of Cambridge (1284). 

Gown
Graduate gowns are usually of black material. In this 
country, the gown for the bachelor’s degree has 
pointed sleeves. The gown for the master’s degree 
has an oblong sleeve open at the wrist. The gown for 
the doctoral degree has bell-shaped sleeves. There is 
no trimming on the bachelor’s or master’s gown. The 
doctoral gown is faced down the front with black 
velvet with three bars of the same across the sleeves, 
or the facings and crossbar may be of velvet of the 
color distinctive of the subject to which the degree 
pertains.

Hoods
The hood signifying completion of a graduate degree 
is worn around the neck to hang down the back. It 
is edged with the color of the degree, while its lining 
bears the colors of the institution that granted the 
degree. The colors of Murray State University are 
gold on a field of royal blue.

Cap
The cap is a square mortarboard in most American 
universities. But in British, Canadian and some 
European universities, it is a round, soft, flat hat. Only 
the doctoral cap may be of velvet.

Tassel
There is no general rule for the positions for the 
tassels on the mortarboard. However, the common 
practice requires candidates for degrees to wear 
the tassels on the right front side before degrees 
are conferred and to shift them to the left at the 
moment when degrees are awarded to them. Tassels 
may be black or the color appropriate to the subject. 

The Residential College Cord
The symbol of life membership in the residential
colleges is the braided cord, worn around the neck.
The cord is intended to be a permanent part of the
academic regalia of all life members of the residential
colleges and is to be worn proudly in all academic
processions and ceremonies.
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Residential Colleges
	 The residential college system was implemented at Murray State University during the 1996–97 
academic year. Each residential college is composed of residential and commuting students from a variety 
of academic majors, grade classifications, ethnic backgrounds and extracurricular interests. This concept 
promotes the development of student leadership skills and the responsibility of self-governance, resulting 
in the establishment of traditions, enduring friendships and lasting bonds.

Lee Clark College
Christopher Trzepacz

College Head and Council Chair

Elizabeth Woods College
Jeff McLaughlin

College Head

George Hart College
Paul Walker

College Head

Cleo Hester College
Kenny Fister
College Head

The Regents College
Regina Hudspeth

College Head

James Richmond College
Tana Field-Bartholomew

College Head

Springer-Franklin College
Eric Umstead
College Head

Robert White College
Elizabeth Donovan and Justin Taylor 

Co-College Heads

Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of Business
Heath Keller, Interim Dean

College of Education and Human Services
David Whaley, Dean

College of Humanities and Fine Arts
Nicole Hand-Bryant, Interim Dean

Jesse D. Jones College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology

Claire Fuller, Dean

Hutson School of Agriculture
Brian Parr, Dean

School of Nursing and Health Professions
Dina Byers, Dean

University Libraries
Cris Ferguson, Dean

Center for Adult and Regional Education
Dan Lavit, Executive Director

Honors College
Jessica Naber, Executive Director

Academic Areas
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Board of Regents

MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY

Alma Mater
In the heart of Jackson’s Purchase

’Neath the sun’s warm glow
Is the home of Murray State

Finest place we know.
CHORUS:

May we cherish thy traditions
Hold thy banner high

Ever guard thy name and glory
Live and do or die.

Though we leave thy halls forever
Many miles go hence

May our love for Alma Mater
Only have commenced.

Dr. Robert G. Fitch, Chair – Murray, Kentucky

Dr. David A. Meinschein, Vice Chair – LaCenter, Kentucky

Dr. Andy Belcher – Madisonville, Kentucky

Ali Khatib, Student Regent – Murray, Kentucky

G.L. Ovey Jr. – Eddyville, Kentucky

Leon Owens – Paducah, Kentucky

Dr. Matthew E. Price – Murray, Kentucky

Emily M. Roark – Paducah, Kentucky

R. Thomas Waldrop Jr. – Mayfield, Kentucky

Dr. J. David Wilson, Staff Regent – Murray, Kentucky

Dr. Gary ZeRuth, Faculty Regent – Murray, Kentucky


