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Murray State’s TSM Graduate Program Selected by the SREB to be a part of the Academic Common
Market
Murray State University’s Program of Distinction in Telecommunications System Management (TSM)
Master’s Program was recently selected by the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) to be a part of
the Academic Common Market (ACM). The ACM is apart of the SREB, a nonprofit organization that
partners with 16 states to improve conditions for pre-K through postsecondary education; SREB
Academic Common Market has been around for 50 years providing out of state student s the
opportunity to receive tuition discounts in order to obtain an out of state college degree. Through ACM
the TSM Master’s Program, offered completely online, allows students from South Carolina and
Tennessee to take advantage of the opportunity due to agreements made with Murray State. Students
will be able to work on a Masters degree in TSM and collaborate with other out of state students going
through the program.
Jim Gantt, Director of Center for Telecommunications Systems Management (CTSM), commented, “TSM
truly is a Program of Distinction and the fact that no other university in the state of Tennessee or South
Carolina host a program that offers even half the curriculum we carry attests to that truth.”
Murray State’s TSM program is not only unique and distinct but is recognized on a national level. Being
apart of the ACM only adds to the national recognition the Master’s Program has gained over the years.
Just this past April in Atlanta at the International Telecommunications Education and Research

Association (ITERA) annual conference Murray State received recognition as the 2009 Graduate
Program of the Year. The program can only be expected to succeed and flourish as more

students become aware and have access to the matchless resources and opportunities it
provides.
Gantt continues, “Our goal is to look at the other 13 states apart of SREB to see if any universities offer a
program similar and if not, offer to provide the residents of that state the opportunity to participate in
our Master’s program. It’s encouraging that the ACM is providing a way for individuals to have limitless
possibilities to explore in education and I am excited that the TSM Master’s Program is included in that
venture.”

