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MSU Team Selected by NTIA to Assess Broadband Availability Data
A team from Murray State University was one of seven groups selected by the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to assess broadband availability
data for the United States in December 2010. Associate Professor in Telecommunications
Systems Management (TSM) Program Dr. Narine Badasyan, Assistant Professor in the
Department of Economics and Finance Dr. Simone Silva, and the Systems Administrator for
Mid-America Remote sensing Center (MARC) Mr. Michael Busby submitted a proposal to
NTIA in December 2010 in hopes of being considered to help analyze broadband availability
data before the release of the National Broadband Map in February 2011. In December 2010
Badasyan, Silva and Busby were notified that their proposal had been selected. Each of the seven
groups selected consisted of different schools and/or research centers; Murray State University
was one of several schools represented which included Harvard Law School, Georgia Tech,
University of Toronto, University of Texas, Michigan State, Drexel University, and
Northwestern University.
Badasyan, Silva, and Busby were able to analyze the data in December 2010 and January 2011
before submitting their report to the NTIA in February. The team measured the percentage of
households with broadband service availability at the census tract level and the spread of
coverage across states to determine if some areas were more concentrated or equal in broadband
availability. They also compared the states based on the percentage of households who have a
choice between cable modem and xDSL. Additionally, utilizing adoption data drawn from FCC’s
Form 477 the team examined differences in broadband adoption among various demographic
groups. The access to the data provided by NTIA allowed Badasyan and Silva to revise a
previously developed national index measuring each state’s progress by benchmarking against
other states.
All teams were invited to present their findings at an event sponsored by TechNet at the National
Press Club in Washington, D.C. on March 22nd. Murray State’s team members Badasyan and

Silva were able to present their findings in front of various academic scholars, researchers and
government officials from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the NTIA and
various state agencies.
Badasyan, Silva and Busby commented on how honored they were to be recognized at a national
level, “We are so very happy for the exposure and also to be able to use the data for future
research. The fact that such granular data on broadband availability is now available is
amazing.”
The three team members are still working with the data provided to them and will continue to
analyze and use the data for other research projects. The team’s presentation and a video of the
event are available at TechNet’s website and accessible at the following link:
http://www.technet.org/national-broadband-map-event/. For more information regarding
broadband availability analysis and details on the findings from the team contact them by email
at Narine Badasyan, narine.badasyan@murraystate.edu; Simone Silva,
simone.silva@murraystate.edu; Michael Busby, Michael.busby@murraystate.edu.

