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Murray State graduate wins award from Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
MURRAY, Ky. — Murray State University’s own recent graduate, Isnain Evilina (Lina) Dewi, was
awarded the 2013 Ambassador’s Award for Excellence (AAFE) from the Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia on Aug. 17. The winners were announced at the Indonesian Embassy in Washington, D.C., with a
flag ceremony to honor Indonesian’s Independence Day. This award is given each year to Indonesian
students who exemplify great academic and non-academic achievements.
The theme of the program this year was “Promoting Academic Excellence of Indonesian Students” with a
purpose to inspire Indonesian students to enhance and improve their achievements and make Indonesia
known to the world.
There were eight students, two from each group, who received the award this year from four categories:
elementary school students, middle or junior high school students, high school students and university
students, which includes undergraduate, graduate and Ph.D. students. By earning this award the students
selected will get a certificate from the Indonesian Embassy in Washington, where the ceremony was held,
receive a recommendation from the Attaché of Education in the U.S., have a good report sent to the
Ministry of Education of the Republic of Indonesia, and be recorded in the database that belongs to
institutions that give scholarships in the United States and others in Indonesia.
Lina graduated with a M.A. from the Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) program
at MSU. Dr. Sonya Baker, associate dean of the college of humanities and fine arts, said, “It is indeed an
honor for our MSU alumna to receive this award. It is also a testament to the quality of our TESOL faculty
that Ms. Dewi would have come here from Indonesia for graduate study.”
“I believe that Lina is an exceptional young woman who is extremely deserving of this award,” Dr. Latricia
Trites, professor of TESOL and English at Murray State said. “She was a conscientious, serious student who
sought, and continues to seek, every opportunity to learn. As a teacher, Lina strives to create the best
learning environment for her students. I was honored to have the opportunity to teach her and feel that the
lessons she learned here will be evident in her classroom each and every day, bringing the master of arts in
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages and Murray State University into classrooms around the
world. Lina represents the quality scholarship that is present at Murray State University and is a shining
ambassador of her alma mater.”
Before receiving the award, I became nervous easily,” Dewi noted. “I often felt that I did not deserve any
award; however, my professors often encouraged me that I was a good student. They are right. Now I can
prove to my family and other people that I deserve the award.”
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After receiving this award, Lina can only talk about how the Murray State professors challenged her to
believe in her abilities. “I think I turned into a confident person, especially when my professors used nice
words to congratulate me; therefore, I dedicate this award to them,” Dewi said. “I am so lucky to be their
former student — being taught by them was a blessing. They are all awesome and distinguished professors
who did not only teach academic skills, but also implicitly taught their students how to respect others, love
and live in peace in a multicultural world.”
For more information on the department of English and philosophy at Murray State University, go online at
www.murraystate.edu/englishandphilosophy.
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Cutline:
Murray State University Isnain Evilina (Lina) Dewi, was awarded the 2013 Ambassador’s Award for
Excellence (AAFE) from the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia. Shown with Dewi at Murray State are
(from left) Dr. Saihua Xia, associate professor of TESOL and English; Dr. Sue Sroda, director of the
MATESOL Program and associate professor of TESOL and English; Dewi, August 2013 graduate of the
MATESOL Program; and Dr. Latricia Trites, coordinator of the B.A. in English education/TESOL P-12 and
professor of TESOL and English. TESOL is Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages; MATESOL
is the master’s program for TESOL.
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