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Man facing new charges
in 1998 Murray dorm fire

By Dylan Lovan

Associated Press

A Paducah man has
been indicted on new
charges in a fatal dorm fire
at Murray State University
10 years after his trial for
murder and arson ended in
a hung jury.

A Calloway County
grand jury indicted Jerry
Walker, 35, on charges of
manslaughter, arson, as-
sault and 14 counts of wan-
ton endangerment Wednes-
day. The 1998 fire in Hester
Hall killed Michael Minger,
19, of Niceville, Fla., and

+prompted broad changes in
campus fire security in
Kentucky.

State police began an in-
depth review of the case
last year “with an entire
new group of eyes,” Troop-
er Dean Patterson said
Thursday. “I wouldn’t go as
far as saying we had new
evidence,” he said. “There
were parts of the case that
were found to be pretty im-
portant that weren’t high-
lighted as much” in Walk-
er’s 2001 murder trial.

Walker was arraigned in
Calloway County, signed a
$100,000 surety bond and
was released before noon,
Patterson said. There was
no response to amessage
left with Walker’s attorney,
Dennis Null, of Mayfield.

Minger's mother, Gail
Minger, said police had

been giving her updates on
the investigation and sent
her a note Wednesday that
the grand jury had indicted
Walker.

“I was pretty emotional
to say the least,” said Min-
ger, who became a crusad-
er for campus fire safety
and started a foundation in
her son’s name.

She said that after her
son was killed she had to
“refocus her energy in a
positive manner, which
was working on saving oth-
er students’ lives, because
we couldn't save Michael
any longer.”

She said she has “no
problem” with the man-
slaughter charge handed
down this week against
Walker, who was accused
of murder in the original
case. “I think that was the
right charge, I'll just leave
it at that,” Minger said.

Walker’s 2001 trial end-
ed when the jury dead-
locked 10-2 in favor of ac-
quittal, and the judge de-
clared a mistrial. His attor-
ney at the time said
someone else started the
Sept. 18, 1998, fire on the
fourth floor of Hester Hall.
Besides killing Minger, the
blaze seriously injured an-
other student.

Walker’s room in the
dormitory was near where
authorities believe the fire
was set by the ignition of a
flammable liquid.

But Walker's attorneys
said no evidence was pre-
sented during the trial to
show that he started the
fire or was seenin the dorm
carrying a container of
gasoline before the blaze
erupted.

Prosecutors had sur-
veillance photos and a re-
ceipt showing that Walker
purchased about $1 worth
of gasoline 30 minutes be-
fore the fire started. They
said he was looking for at-
tention from a girl who had
recently returned a sweet-
heart ring to him.

Authorities began in-
vestigating Walker after he
told authorities he found a
letter that blamed someone
else for the fire. Prosecu-
tors said Walker, a part-
time youth minister and
Murray senior at the time,
wrote the letter.

Gail Minger sued Mur-
ray State over the fire,
claiming that the univer-
sity had violated the Amer-
icans With Disabilities Act
by denying her son permis-
sion to live off campus be-
cause he suffered from
mild learning disabilities.
The university settled the
lawsuit in 2004.

After Minger’s death,
legislators passed laws re-
quiring state universities
to install dorm sprinklers
and ordered campuses to
report fires and crimes im-
mediately.
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Murray State engineering technology
programs awarded reaccreditations

Reese Hawkins
MSU Public Relations

Murray State  University's
civil and construction engineer-
ing technology programs recent-
ty recetved full and complete
reaccreditations  from  the
Technology Accreditation
Commission of ABET.

ABET, established in 1932, is
an international institute special-
izing in the review and awarding
process of engineering programs
of universities across the globe.
Currently, ABET accredits over
3.100 programs worldwide.

Accreditation  assures that a
program has met quality stan-
dards set by the profession. To
emplovers. graduate  schools.
and licensure, certitication and
registration  boards, graduation

from an accredited program sig-
nifies adequate preparation for
entry into the profession. In fact,
many of these groups require
graduation from an accredited
program as a minimum qualifi-
cation.

*It’s a source of pride for us
here.” Dr. Stephen Cobb, dean
of the college of science, engi-
neering and technology at MSU.
noted.

“We were found to be without
any shortcomings or concern,”
Cobb said. *To be recognized to
such a degree by an organization
like ABET is truly outstanding.
and | congratutate Dr. Claiborne
and his faculty and staff for their
hard work.™

Dr. Danny Claiborne is chair
of the departiment of industrial

and engincering technology at
Murray State. Agreeing that it is
an honor to achieve ABET reac-
creditation, Claiborne said. “‘The
six-year accreditation process is
a great deal of work and com-
mitment from the faculty and
administration; however, it does
demonstrate to our industry and
the profession the high stan-
dards which we attempt to main-
tain.”

For information on Murray
State’s engineering technology
programs  go  online  at
www.murraystate.edufiet or call
809-3392.
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Walker re-indicted by special grand jury

By TOM BERRY
Staff Writer

Ten years after facing trial in
connection to a 1998 Murray
State University dorm lire that
resulted in the death of student
Michael Minger and injured
another., Jerry W, Walker Jr. has
been indicted on charges con-
nected to the incident. He will
stand trial on revised charges.

Walker, 35. of West Paducal,
wits indicted this week by a spe-
cutl-called  grand  jury by
Commonwealth’s  Attorney
Mark Blankenship following a
review of the case.

Walker, rep-
resented by
Mayfield |8
attorney
Dennis  Null,
was arraigned fis
Thursday [iif
morning  in
Calloway Walker
County
Circuit Court on charges of sec-
ond-degree manslaughter. first-
degree arson of a public build-
ing, sccond-degree assault and
14 counts of first-degree wan-
ton endangerment for allegedly
starting a fire at MSU’s Hester

Hall Sept. 18, 1998.

Standing with Null before
Circuit Judge Dennis Foust for
arraignment. Walker entered a
not guilty plea. He turned him-
self in Thursday morning,
according to Trooper Dean
Patterson, a spokesman for the
Kentucky State Police at Post |
in Mayfield.

Minger, 19, of Niceville, Fla.,
died Sept. 18, 1998, after a firc
on MSU's Hester Hall's fourth
floor, according to a news
release from Patterson. Others
were reportedly injured during
the incident, Patterson added.

Walker, 22 years old at the
time, was arrested and initially
charged with murder and arson.

The resulting 2001 trial ended
when the jury dcadlocked 10-2
in favor of ucquittal and the
judge declared a mistrial.
Charges were dismissed with-
out prejudice, meaning Walker
could face trial again in the
futurc.

During court action Thursday
morning. Null entered a not
guilty plea on behalf of his
client contingent on a desire to
present arguments.- o the court
concerning  “defects in the

indictment.” Noung that venue
in the case remains in Christian
County, Null requested that any
upcoming trial be moved to
Marshall County.

Blankenship said in a state-
ment after the hearing that new
charges against Walker stem
from a review ol cold case files
and a request Irom KSP that he
extensively review the file.
Blankenship said he called a
special grand jury that returned
the indictunent following (wo
days of testimony. He said he is

B See Page 2



B Walker ...

From Front

confident that another trial will
end with a verdict.

In 2001, prosecutors presented
surveillance photos and a trans-
action receipt showing Walker
purchased about $1 worth of
gasoline 30 minutes before the
fire started. Prosecutors said
Walker was looking for atten-
tion from a girl who was playing
chess with another man and had
recently given Walker back a
sweetheart ring.

Walker's room in the dormito-
ry was near where authorities
believe the fire was set by ignit-
ing a flammable liquid.

But Walker's attorneys said no
evidence was presented during
the 2001 trial to show Walker
started the fire or was seen in
the dorm carrying a container of
gasoline prior to the fire start-
ing.

“We are confident of a very
different result this time,”
Blankenship said. However he
declined comment on whether
there is any new evidence in the
case.

Blankenship says he plans to
fight a change of venue move to
Marshall County and will ask
Foust 1o assign venue in

Calloway County.

Walker was lodged in the
Calloway County jail following
arrest Thursday. A $100.000
surety bond was set by Foust for
his release. Walker is scheduled
for a status hearing Nov. 21 in
Calloway Circuit Court. Further
investigation of the incident
continues by KSP detectives
Jerry Jones and Frank Gresham,
as well as Murray Fire
Department investigator Dickie
Walls, it was reported.

Gail Minger, Michael
Minger's mother, sued Murray
State over the fire, claiming the
university had violated the
Americans With Disabilities Act
by denying her son permission
to live off campus because he
suffered from mild learning dis-
abilities. The university settled
the lawsuit in 2004.

After Minger's death,
Kentucky legislators passed
laws requiring state universities
to install dorm sprinklers and
ordered campuses to report fires
and crimes immediately.

Individuals facing charges are
presumed innocent until proven
guilty.

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.
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New charges

in 1998 fatal
Murray State
dorm fire

BY DYLAN LOVAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The at-
torney for a Paducah man fac-
ing new charges in a fatal 1998
dorm fire at Murray State Uni-
versity said Thursday that his
client did not start the blaze
that killed a sophomore music
student.

A Calloway County grand
jury indicted
Jerry Wayne

Walker  this
week on
charges of
manslaughter,

arson, assault
and 14 counts {5,
of wanton en- |-
dangerment. N
The campus Walker
fire in Hester
Hall killed 19-year-old Michael
Minger, of Niceville, Fla., and
later prompted broad changes
in campus fire security in Ken-
tucky

A statement from Kentucky
State Police on Thursday an-
nounced the new charges,
more than a decade after a
jury deadlocked over whether
to acquit Walker of murder
and arson. The judge in 2001
declared a mistrial, and the
criminal case against Walker
went stale until this week.

Asked if Walker maintains
his innocence, attorney Den-
nis Null on Thursday said, “I
can answer that question with
one word: absolutely.”

Null said Walker, 35, was
“devastated” to learn of the
new charges. He is married
with three children, and is a
minister and an assistant prin-
cipal at a middle school in Pa-
ducah, Null said.

He was arraigned on the 17
charges Thursday morning.
Walker’s wife signed a $100,000
surety bond and Walker was
released before noon, Null
said.

Last year, Kentucky State Po-
lice began an in-depth review
of the case “with an entire
new group of eyes,” Trooper
Dean Patterson said.

“I wouldn’t go as far as say-
ing we had new evidence,” Pat-
terson said. “There were parts
of the case that were found to
be pretty important that
weren’t highlighted as much”
during Walker’s murder trial
in 2001.

Minger's mother, Gail
Minger, said police had been
giving her updates on the in-
vestigation and sent her a note
Wednesday that the grand jury
had indicted Walker.

“I was pretty emotional to
say the least,” said Minger,
who became a crusader for
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campus fire safety and
started a foundation in her
sd1’s name. She is visiting
sone Kentucky campuses
ths week promoting fire
saety.

¢ail Minger said after her
so1 was killed, she had to
“rfocus her energy in a pos-
itve manner, which was
wirking on saving other stu-
deits’ lives, because we
calldn't save Michael’any
lmger.”

She said she has “no prob-
lan” with the manslaughter
cliarge handed down this
veek against Walker. He was
clarged with murder in the
criginal case.

“I think that was the right
diarge, I'll just leave it at
hat,” Gail Minger said.

Walker’s 2001 trial ended
vhen the jury deadlocked 10-
' in favor of acquittal and the
udge declared a mistrial.
Null, his attorney at the trial,
irgued that someone else

started the Sept. 18, 1998, fire
on the fourth floor of Hester
Hall. In addition to Kkilling
Minger, the blaze seriously
injured another student.

Walker’s room in the dor-
mitory was near where au-
thorities believe the fire was
set by igniting a flammable
liquid.

But Null said at the time
that no evidence was pre-
sented during the 2001 trial
to show Walker started the
fire or was seen in the dorm
carrying a container of gaso-
line prior to the fire starting.

Prosecutors had surveil-
lance photos and a transac-
tion receipt showing Walker
purchased about $1 worth of
gasoline 30 minutes before
the fire started. They said
Walker was looking for atten-
tion from a girl who was
playing chess with another
man and had recently given
Walker back a sweetheart
ring.

Michael “was a totally in-
nocent person who just hap-

pened to live on that floor
where Mr. Walker lived, and
was an unfortunate victim of
Mr. Walker’s choices,” Gail
Minger said Thursday.
“Michael did not know any
of them.”

Authorities began investi-
gating Walker after he told
authorities he found a letter
that blamed someone else for
the fire. Prosecutors said
Walker, a part-time youth
minister and senior at the
time, wrote the letter.

Gail Minger. sued Murray
State over the fire, claiming
the university had violated
the Americans With Disabil-
ities Act by denying her son
permission to live off cam-
pus because he suffered from
mild learning disabilities.
The university settled the
lawsuit in 2004.

After Minger’s death, legis-
lators passed laws requiring
state universities to install
dorm sprinklers and ordered
campuses to report fires and
crimes immediately.
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Man facing new charges
in 1998 Murray dorm fire

By Dylan Lovan

Associated Press

A Paducah man has
been indicted on new
chargesin a fatal dorm fire
at Nurtay State University
10 years after his trial for
murder and arson ended in
a hung jury.

A Calloway County
grand jury indicted Jerry
Walker, 35, on charges of
manslaughter, arson, as-
sault and 14 counts of wan-
ton endangerment Wednes-
day. The 1998 fire in Hester
Hallkilled Michael Minger,
19, of Niceville, Fla., and

*prompted broad changes in
campus fire security in
Kentucky.

State police began an in-
depth review of the case
last year “with an entire
new group of eyes,” Troop-
er Dean Patterson said
Thursday. “I wouldn't go as
far as saying we had new
evidence,” he said. “There
were parts of the case that
were found to be pretty im-
portant that weren't high-
lighted as much” in Walk-
er's 2001 murder trial.

Walker was arraigned in
Calloway County, signed a
$100,000 surety bond and
was released before noon,
Patterson said. There was
no response to amessage
left with Walker's attorney,
Dennis Null, of Mayfield.

Minger's mother, Gail
Minger, said police had

been giving her updates on
the investigation and sent
her a note Wednesday that
the grand jury had indicted
Walker.

“I was pretty emotional
to say the least,” said Min-
ger, who became a crusad-
er for campus fire safety
and started a foundation in
her son’s name.

She said that after her
son was killed she had to
“refocus her energy in a
positive manner, which
was working on saving oth-
er students’ lives, because
we couldn’t save Michael
any longer.”

She said she has “no
problem” with the man-
slaughter charge handed
down this week against
Walker, who was accused
of murder in the original
case. “I think that was the
right charge, I'll just leave
it at that,” Minger said.

Walker's 2001 trial end-
ed when the jury dead-
locked 10-2 in favor of ac-
quittal, and the judge de-
clared a mistrial. His attor-
ney at the time said
someone else started the
Sept. 18, 1998, fire on the
fourth floor of Hester Hall.
Besides killing Minger, the
blaze seriously injured an-
other student.

Walker's room in the
dormitory was near where
authorities believe the fire
was set by the ignition of a
flammable liquid.

But Walker's attorneys
said no evidence was pre-
sented during the trial to
show that he started the
fire or was seen in the dorm
carrying a container of
gasoline before the blaze
erupted.

Prosecutors had sur-
veillance photos and a re-
ceipt showing that Walker
purchased about $1 worth
of gasoline 30 minutes be-
fore the fire started. They
said he was looking for at-
tention from a girl who had
recently returned a sweet-
heart ring to him.

Authorities began in-
vestigating Walker after he
told authorities he found a
letter that blamed someone
else for the fire. Prosecu-
tors said Walker, a part-
time youth minister and
Murray senior at the time,
wrote the letter.

Gail Minger sued Mur-
ray State over the fire,
claiming that the univer-
sity had violated the Amer-
icans With Disabilities Act
by denying her son permis-
sion to live off campus be-
cause he suffered from
mild learning disabilities.
The university settled the
lawsuit in 2004.

After Minger's death,
legislators passed laws re-
quiring state universities
to install dorm sprinklers
and ordered campuses to
report fires and crimes im-
mediately.
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MSU associate dean wins award

Special to the Ledger
Dr. Gerry Muuka. associate
dean for the Murray  State
University college of business.
won the Best Paper/Presentation
award at  the
Busiess Research conlerence
i Atlantic City. N held Sept.
15
utle  of  his  paper.
AACSB’s
Contributions and

I'he
“Navigating
Intelectual

Academy of

Assurance of Learning
Landmines: A Blueprint lor
Business Schools.” will be pub-
lished in the Academy ol
Business  Rescarch  Journal.
dealt with AACSB (Association
to Advance Collegiate Schools
of  Business) accreditation
issues. Since this is a hot topic
for all schools of business
accredited by AACSB. his pres-
entation included a lengthy
guestion and answer session.

A member of the management
faculty since 1994, Muuka has
published 34 peer-reviewed
journal articles. two books, 22
chapters in books, and confer-
ence proceedings and numerous
professional presentations on
different continents.

He received his bachelor’s
degree in business from
Copperbelt  University  in
Zambia. his MBA from Murray

State University and his Ph.D.
from the University of
Edinburgh.

As associate dean of ‘the col-
lege of business, Muuka coordi-
nates six graduate programs and
directs the MBA program of
MSU, which has 286 students
enrolled this fall. He also is in
charge of all reports/activities
dealing with the AACSB

accreditation.
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Demystifying small business survival

By CHRIS WOOLDRIDGE
Ky. Smali Business
Development Center

As I 'work with clients who are
prospective entrepreneurs, I am
often asked what are the
chances of survival in this busi-
ness environment for their par-
ticular industry or chosen line of
business. The tendency is to try
1o paint with wide strokes the
“business world” sudrvival
potential and provide an easy
answer. This is difficult to do. as
a business is affected by the par-
ticular regional and local econo-
my as well the
management
capabilities of
the  business
owner.

There are
somie genecral
statements that
; can be made

; regardin the
Wooldridge tregnds o% small
business start-ups. Keep in mind
that such statements include the
range of businesses that have
both high and low survival
rates.

The U.S. Small Business
Administration reports based on
the most recently available data.
seven out of 10 small businesses
remained in business after two
years. Of those initial ten.
approximately half remained
open for business after five
years. In other words, about halt
of all new small businesses sur-
vive at least five years.

From the Bureau of Labor
Statistics we can glean sor:
additional insight. By charti...
industries by their NAICS cod -+
for a period of five years, it was
determined that some industries
had better survival rates than
others. However, the survival
rates did not vary much in terms
of percentages. The lowest sur-
vival rates were for the informa-
tion industry which had survival
rates for two and four year peri-
ods of 63 percent and 38 per-
cent, respectively. Education
and Health Services held the
highest survival rates for two
and four years periods of 73 per-
cent and 55 percent, respective-
ly. These percentages accour”
for a period pre-Great Recessiol
so caution must be used in read
ing too much into the data given
the new normal in which we
live.

While all of that information
is useful to some degree, there is
a local aspect that must be con-
sidered as well. That aspect is
less analytically obtainable.

From my perspective the num-
ber one determining factor in
survival is passion. If the entre-
preneur doesn’t believe in the
business, have the drive to get
out of bed to “get the job done”
and provide service to the cus-
tomer. all other aspects of oper-
ating a successful business are
secondary. The business is like-
ly to be managed poorly, lead-
ing to business closure.

The most important opera-
tional aspect of a business that
nst be understood and con-
trolled to survive 1s cash flow.
Cash flow is not net profit and

business owners trying to learn
how to manage cash flow must
understand that principle first. It
is the daily cash in and cash out.
Cash flow is the every day life
blood of the business.

Additionally, a business plan
that is frequently updated is an
integral part of a business
owner's approach to operating a
business. No planning is failure
planning. Very few folks can
“wing it in good times much
less survive in tough times.

How a business owner man-
ages and operates his or her
small business is at least as
important to survival, if not
more important, than what is
happening nationally or even
internationally.
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KIED CERTIFICATION:
Chris Wooldridge, district
director of the Murray State
University Small Business
Development Center,
recently completed the
Kentucky  Institute  for
Economic Development cer-
tification. The KIED cettifies
training in economic devel-
opment areas such as site
selection, entrepreneurial
development and workforce
education.
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MSU professor
receives Peace
Corps honors
in Washington

Reese Hawkins
MSU Public Relations

Former Peace Corps volunteer
and Murray State University
professor Ann Neelon took part
in the 50-year anniversary cele-
bration of the Peace Corps held
in the Library
of Congress in
Washington
D.C. on
Thursday,
Sept. 22.

As a poet
featured in the
Selectedf
Bibliography
of Peace Corps
Writers, Neelon
said she was honored and excit-
ed to attend the luncheon at
which the bibliography will be
released.

“I am inspired by the many
other writers who have devoted
their literary careers to fulfilling
the third goal of the Peace
Corps, which is to bring the
world back home,” Neelon said.
“These experienced internation-
al voices could not be more nec-
essary than they are right now,
as the United States struggles to
adapt to radical global change in
the context of an economic cri-
sis.”

Neelon has many notable
peers. Eminent Peace Corps
Avriters include Paul Theroux,
Bob Shacochis, Susan Meek,
George Packer, Mamie Mueller,
P.F. Kluge and Tony D’Souza.

In attendance at the celebra-
tion were several prominent
congressmen, including John
Garamendi, Samuel Farr,

Neelon

Michael Honda and Thomas
Petri. Co-hosts for the luncheon
were Marian Haley Beil, pub-
lisher ~of Peace Corps
Worldwide, and Maureen Orth,
special correspondent to Vanity
Fair. The master of ceremonies
was Chris Matthews, host of
Hardball on MSNBC.

Dr. Staci Stone, the chair for
the department of English and
philosophy, has high praise for
Neelon. “The department con-
gratulates Professor Neelon on
this  honor,” Stone said.
“Murray State is fortunate to
have such an accomplished poet
at the helm of its low-residency
M.FA in Creative Writing
Program.”

Neelon has been the recipient
of a number of awards including
the Board of Regents Award for
Teaching Excellence in 2007,
the RPCV Writers and Readers'
Best Poetry Book Award in
1998 and the Anhinga Prize for
Poetry in 1995.

She received her M.FA in
poetry from the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst, her
B.A. in English from Holy
Cross College, and is currently
the editor of the New Madrid

J c.)urnal of  Contemporary
Literature.
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BUSINESS ACADEMY:

Bonnie McNeely of Murray
State University’s College of
Business spoke to Small
Business Academy seminar
attendees on giving presen-
tations, including tips for pub-
lic speaking, uses of visual
aids and techniques for over-
coming anxiety. The final
seminar is” Sept. 28 and is
free to chamber members.
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Alonzo Crawford, junior at Murray State
University, celebrates winning the title of “Mr.
MSU,” Friday night with his mother, Regina
Hughes. Hosted by the Alpha Omicron Pi soror-
ity at Lovett Auditorium, fourteen gentlemen
participated in the event of which Crawford rep-
resented Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity.
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Murray State homecoming
court selected for 2011

Sherry McClain
MSU Public Relations

Murray State University will
be celebrating its 2011
Homecoming Oct. 13-15. One
of the event’s time-honored
traditions is the crowning of
the Homecoming Queen and
King.

Students selected for this
year’'s Homecoming Court
include Martika Clark, Lynsey
Freeman, Betsy Banks, Amber
Phillips, Jill Cornell, Michael

Shepherd Jr, Alexander
Kursave, Casey Brockman,
Buddy Sledd and Ryan
Knight.

Clark is the daughter of
George Hoskins and the late
Marquetta Louise Hoskins of
Lexington. She is a senior

occupational safety and health
major. Clark is active on cam-
pus in organizations including
the American Society of
Safety Engineers, Zeta Phi
Beta sorority, the National
Society of Collegiate Scholars
and is a member of the
women's track team. She is a
Dean’s List student and a
Gates Millennium
Scholarship. Experience in her
field of study includes an
internship with the Chevron
USA Production Co. in
Louisiana.

Freeman is the daughter of
Bob and Donna Freeman of
Calvert City. She is a senior
liberal arts major. Freeman'’s

Bl See Page 3A
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MSU photo by Kylie Townsend
The 2011 Homecoming Queen and King Court includes, back row from left, Michael Shepherd
Jr., Casey Brockman, Buddy Sledd and Alexander Kursave. In front are Martika Clark, Jill
Comell, Lynsey Freeman, Betsy Banks and Amber Phillips. Ryan Knight is not pictured.
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activities on campus include the
Student Government
Association, Sigma Sigma
Sigma sorority, the MSU Mock
Trial Team and the Student Law
Association. A Dean'’s List stu-
dent, she had a 300-hour intern-
ship with District Court Judge
Jack Telle.

Banks is the daughter of Chip
and Anne Banks and Susie and
Lance Smith of Frankfort. She
is a senior elementary education
major. Banks is active on cam-
pus in Alpha Gamma Delta
SOrority, the Student
Government Association, the
Campus -Activities Board and
the MSU Dance Company. She
participates in organizations
related to her study including
the National Science Teachers
Association and the Student
Council  for  Exceptional
Children. She is a Dean’s List
student.

Phillips is the daughter of
Dwight Phillips and Betty
Phillips of Hardinsburg. She is a
sophomore agriculture educa-
tion major. Phillips is active on

campus in the Student
Government Association, Alpha
Zeta honors fraternity, the
Agriculture Leadership
Council, the Collegiate FFA,
Block and Bridle, and the
Agronomy Club.

Cornell is the daughter of Jim
and Cindy Cornell of
Hopkinsville. She is a senior
communication disorders major.
Comell’s campus activities are
Alpha Gamma Delta sorority,
the Campus Activities Board,

Rotaract, Future Business
Leaders of America, the
National ~ Speech  Science

Language Hearing Association
and Gamma Sigma Alpha aca-
demic honor society. She is a
Dean’s List student.

Shepherd is the son of Mike
and Tammy Shepherd of Coxs
Creek. Heis a junior political
science major. Shepherd’s cam-
pus activities include Sigma Phi

Epsilon fraternity, the
Interfraternity Council, the
Student Government

Association and the Murray
State College Democrats. A
Dean’s List student, he is the
recipient of a number of schol-

arships.

Kursave is the son of Jeff and
Lori Kursave of Paducah. He is
a senior marketing major.
Kursave was the 2010 Greek
Man of the Year at MSU and is
active in Sigma Phi Epsilon fra-
ternity, the Student Government
Association and is an intern
with the I-Racer Marketing
team. He also held an internship
with the Murray Conventions
and Visitors Bureau that related
to his field of study.

Brockman is the son of Tab
and Beth Brockman of Murray.
He is a junior journalism major.
He is captain of the MSU foot-
ball team and was named the
Preseason OVC Offensive
Player of the Year and
Preseason All-OVC First-Team
Quarterback, as well as to the
Walter Payton Award Preseason
Watch List and The Sports
Network Top 10 FCS

" Quarterbacks. A Dean’s List

student, Brockman is active in
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity and-is
a Campus Outreach participant.

Sledd is the son of James and
Carol Sledd of Paducah. He is a
junior agricultural education
major. Sledd is active in the

MSU Collegiate FFA, and the
American and International
Boer Goat Associations. He is a
Kentucky FFA National Officer
Candidate and the Kentucky
FFA Purchase State Vice
President. He eamed a first in
state and the silver nationally in

Kentucky  FFA  Specialty
Animal Production
Proficiency.

Ryan Knight, from Benton,
IIl., is a sophomore music edu-
cation (vocal) major. He is a
member of the MSU Ruacer
Band, a Presidential Fellow, a
Concert Choir member and is
active in the Phi Mu Alpha fra-
ternity. He was named the Racer
Band Outstanding Rookie dur-
ing his freshman year at Murray
State.

The 2011 Homecoming
Queen and King will be
announced during pre-game fes-
tivities in Roy Stewart Stadium
on Saturday, Oct. 15, at 2:30
p.m. ,

For more information on
Murray State University's
Homecoming schedule, go
online to www.raceralumni.com
and click on Homecoming in
the sidebar.
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Family Weekend anchors next Roundabout U

Special to the Ledger

Roundabout U stays on the
campus of Murray State
University for its upcoming
episode with co-hosts Sarah
Clark and Jim Carter.

Clark and Carter meet students
and their families at MSU’s
Family Weekend and talk with
the winners of the “Outstanding
Parent Award.” Also on tap is a
meeting with Mark Schulman,
current drummer for Foreigner,
who shares which famous bands
he has been a part of through the
years.

Cameras also caught the Kids

Consignment Sale at the CFSB
Center, including a chat with
Amy Maness, winner of the
2011 Homecoming T-shirt
design contest. Maness is a
member of the CFSB Center
staff. '

Clark, Carter and their guests
spread Racer spirit and fun
along the way.

This episode of Roundabout U
airs at various times Sept. 25-
Oct. 1, and is broadcast on KET
(Kentucky Educational
Television) and through local
cable systems. Specific airing
dates and times can be found

online at
www.roundaboutu.com.

Roundabout U is a weekly,
award-winning video magazine
produced by Digital Media at
Murray State University. Filmed
in high definition, the show
highlights events throughout
Kentucky and the region. Visit
the website for up-to-date infor-
mation and clips from past
episodes. Fans can also follow
on Facebook and Twitter for
pictures, information and
videos, and viewers can watch
past episodes on Roundabout’s
YouTube page.
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Murray State University College of
Education partners with NASA
Aerospace Education Services

Special to the Ledger
Murray State University’s
college of education has estab-
lished a partnership . with
NASA's Aerospace Education
Services Project (AESP) to pro-
vide professional development
for pre-service and in-service
teachers in the west Keutucky
region. An AESP educational
specialist will provide educu-

tional  resources to  science
methods students and National
Science Teacher Association
student chapter members.
Students will also be able to
utilize NASA educators, scien-
tists and engineers as special
resources. Area teachers will be
allowed to check out materials
such as moon rocks. items used
by astronauts in space and

NASA lesson plans that are
aligned with the Common Core
Standards. They will also have
access to online materials and a
list of classroom activities.
Schools interested in the
NASA AESP partnership and
the resources available can con-
tact Dr. Brandi King at 809-
3752 or via  email at
bking 11 @murraystate.edu.
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Murray State joins with -
NASA education project

FROMTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS

M"n;f _AY, Ky — An alliance between Murray State
Uni €rsity and NASA will give students in western
Kentucky a chance to have a close encounter with
items from outer space.

The university's college of education has devel-
oped a partnership with NASA's Aerospace Educa-
tion Services Project to provide professional
development for pre-service and in-service teachers
in western Kentucky. An educational specialist from
the project will provide resowrces to science methods
students and National Science Teacher Association
student chapter members.

Students will also be able to use NASA educators,
scientist and engineers as special resources, and
area teachers will be able to check out materials such
as moon rocks, itemns used by astronauts in space and
NASA lesson plans. The program also offers access
to online materials and a list of classroom activities.
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Grant to assist MSU with
best education practices

Special to the Ledger

Murray State University’s col-
lege of education was awarded a
grant from the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary
Education to identify, develop
and to share best practices
designed to increase the educa-
tional and career attainment of
students in the region. The role
of the new Regional College and
Career Readiness Center will be
to organize the work of a broad
set of grant partners to attain a
number of grant goals.

Dr. Robert Lyons, chair of the
department of educational stud-
ies, leadership and counseling at
MSU, is the principal investiga-
tor in the design and implemen-
tation of the center. The partners
include Murray State, and
specifically its college of educa-
tion, Office of Regional
Outreach and the Teacher
Quality Institute. Other partners
are the Henderson, Hopkinsville
and Madisonville community
colleges; and the Kentucky
Department of Education,
Purchase Area Development
District, Paducah Chamber
Business and  Education
Partnership, West Kentucky
Community Technical College,
and the West Kentucky
Educational Cooperative.

“The grant’s objectives are to
develop a seamless P-20 assess-
ment model, conduct a needs

assessment, facilitate a seamless
transition to college and career,
and collect institutional data to
inform the process,” said Dr.
Renee Campoy, interim dean of
the college of education.

“The work of the center will
not duplicaté the current servic-
es each organization already
provides, but it will enhance and
expand them to meet goals that
the Kentucky legislature has set
for improving the educational
and career attainment of its citi-
zens,” Lyons said.

At a meeting of the grant part-
ners in July, Mary Anne
Medlock of the Purchase Area
Development District presented
economic data compiled from
the strategic plans of the
Purchase and Pennyrile regions
that identified four key industry
sectors within the region —
manufacturing, transportation,
agriculture and energy. She
reported that 54 percent of pro-
jected new jobs (2008-2018)
will require advanced skills or a
four-year degree. These eco-
nomic factors will play a key
role in the work of committee in
determining how to advance the
mission of college and career
readiness across the region.
Using the economic trend data
presented by Medlock, the com-
mittee began the planning by
recording the work already
being done and projecting the

work and support still needed to
fulfill the grant goals.

The members of the commit-
tee present included:

* West Kentucky Community
and Technical College — Alvin
Moore and Sherry Anderson

* Christian County Education
Coalition — Angie Major

* Hopkinsville Chamber of
Commerce — Cammie Evans

* Murray State University —
Carrie Howell, Cindy Thresher,
Gina Winchester, Mike Freels,
Pam Matlock, Renee Campoy,
Robert Lyons, Tressa Ross and
Trish Lofton

* West Kentucky Educational
Cooperative — John Settle

* Purchase Area Development
District — Mary Anne Medlock

* Hopkinsville Community
College — Randy Wilson

* Kentucky Department of
Education — Ronda Dunn

. Adult Education
Program/West Kentucky
Educational Cooperative —

Susan Jackson

The Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education is a
statewide agency that coordi-
nates change and improvement
in Kentucky’s postsecondary
education system as directed by
the Kentucky  Postsecondary
Education Improvement Act of
1997.
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City Commission OKs MSU bonds, budget amendment

BY DANIELLE RAY
dray@paducahsun.com

The financial parinership be-
tween the Paducah City Com-
mission and Murray State Uni-
versity is official.

The City Commission voted
at Tuesday evening’s meeting
to issue $10 million in bonds
to finance the construction of
a Murray State educational
building off Audubon Drive in
the city’s west end.

The city also agreed to con-
tribute up to $175,000 annu-
ally toward debt service for the
county bonds. The City Com-
mission anticipates the county
will appropriate $325,000 an-
nual. The university has agreed
to contribute up to $290,000
annually in addition to the
city’s share. Total commitment
amounts to $790,000, while
annual debt service is expected
to total between $760,000 and

$790,000. The university will
benefit from any annual debt
service that totals less than
$790,000.

In other business, the City
Commission approved an
amendment to its 2012 bud-
get. The amendment comprises
an additional $894,000 to the
fleet trust fund, which includes
10 police cruisers, a pumper
truck and three other police
department vehicles. The solid

waste budget was also amend-
ed to include $100,000 in com-
post yard improvements.

The City Commission also in-
troduced an ordinance to close
a portion of Adams Street and
two public alleys bounded by
Clark Street on the north, Jack-
son Street on the south, South
31st Street on the east and
Lone Oak Road on the west in
connection to construction at
Paducah Middle School.
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Tim Shaughnessy | University trustees' role needs clarity
6:01 PM, Sep. 28, 2011

| recently requested draft legislation that outlines state expectations and individual
responsibilities for trustees and regents of our public universities and colleges. This proposed
legislation attempts to clarify the overall responsibility of board members for the governance of
their respective postsecondary institutions and the transparency of their operations. The bill
also articulates the specific duties of the boards, clarifying that board oversight extends to all
entities that are closely related to that institution.

The draft legislation has been sent to the presidents of these institutions seeking their input
and that of their respective board members. | am also consulting with the Association of
Governing Boards of Colleges & Universities, the American Council of Trustees & Alumni, the
Southern Regional Education Board, the Education Commission of the States, the Lumina
Foundation, and the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems. My objective
is to reach consensus on needed change and to make clear that governing boards have the

ultimate responsibility for safeguarding the integrity and reputation of our public universities
and colleges.

Some will say this legislation is not needed and insist that the men and women who volunteer
as regents and trustees are fulfilling these obligations. My proposal is not intended to call into
question the integrity or commitment of those serving in these capacities. The intent of the
legislation is simply to clarify board responsibility and to make clear that board oversight
extends to the growing list of entities created in support of our state universities and colleges.
Any taxpayer should be able to look to the board of trustees or the board of regents as the focal

point of accountability for all operations supporting a particular public postsecondary
institution.

To those maintaining a clarification of the law is not warranted, | would point to the recent
scandal with Passport Health Plan, our regional Medicaid managed care provider. | realize that
for many the Passport affair is old news, and it is tempting to conclude that its indignity is
behind us. After all, the Kentucky attorney general has determined that $30 million in
distributions from Passport to University of Louisville-affiliated entities and other founders of



Passport were improper. A settlement was reached, and a repayment of $26 million of these
distributions was arranged.

Tim Shaughnessy is a state senator from Louisville. He is a U of L graduate and sponsor of the
legislation creating the KEES Lottery Scholarships, The Kentucky Spinal Cord & Head Injury
Research Trust, and the Lung Cancer Research Project.

http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AID=2011309290015





