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ABC-CLIO Databases:

Historical Abstracts & 
America: History and Life



First, Choose Databases A-Z from the library’s home 
page.  And pick either America:History and Life or 
Historical Abstracts.



The Search Screen for America: History and Life
This database covers history in the new world – both Americas, not 
just the United States.

You may search using 
keywords that appear 
in the title or abstract; 
or by using official 
subjects.  

Subjects often provide 
the best results.  To 
search the list of 
useful subject terms, 
click on the 
magnifying glass.

Click on Search when 
you’ve chosen your 
terms and limits.

Clio Notes: A 
very useful 
breakdown of 
articles by 
historical 
period.



The “Short Entry” Result List --

for mississippian (keyword) AND indians (subject)

47 articles were 
provided.

Click here to see 
the full entry , 
including abstract, 
of this article.

The complete 
bibliographic 
citation is provided 
at this level



The “Full Entry” Result for the first article --

Includes a lengthy 
abstract or summary –

And at the bottom, a list 
of hyperlinked subjects 
for related searching.



Once you locate a list of good articles in your topic, you 
will need to 

• locate full text versions of these articles online, or 

• make copies of the articles from print journals at 
the library, or

• interlibrary loan anything MSU does not own.

1. How to do that is shown on the final slides of this 
guide.

2. Before that…searching Historical Abstracts.



The Search Screen for Historical Abstracts

This database covers the old world – everything but the 
Americas.

The search method 
and result lists 
available here are 
very much like 
America: History 
and Life.

In both cases, this 
database is an 
abstract service 
only.  See the next 
slide to learn how 
to find full text, 
local print, or 
loaned copies.



To find out if MSU owns the journal– Choose the 
yellow “Find it @ MSU” button.

The pop-over window will 
link you to any full text 
online.

Or allow you to check for print 
copies in the library

Or request the article directly 
from interlibrary loan here.



If you are checking for print copies at MSU…the 
Journal Title Result Page look like this in RacerTrac.

Issues from 1964-1978 
can be found on 
microfilm. You can 
have copies made from 
the film in the 
Microforms Room.

Issues from 1978 to the 
present are in paper
upstairs.  The most 
recent issues on the 
main floor.



Database Help
Still not sure?  Need more help? 
• If in the library, ask for help at the 

Reference Desk.
• By phone, call 762-2053
• By email, reference@murraystate.edu
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