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Finding EBSCOHost Databases:
First, choose Databases A-Z or Subject Sources from the Library’s 
Home Page.

Choose an 
appropriate 
EbscoHost 
database..

(In this case 
Academic 
Search 
Premier)

The “about”
screens will 
identify 
which are 
EbscoHost.



Searching:

To search on a single database, choose a database title from 
the list on Databases A-Z or Subject Sources

Enter your search term in 
the find field.

Select a field in 
search.

Enter additional search 
terms in the optional 
search boxes.

Connect your multiple 
search terms with 
Boolean operators (AND, 
OR, NOT) to create a 
very broad or very 
narrow search.

which to 



Choosing Subjects: Most Ebsco Databases include 
subject or thesauri buttons that help you choose the 
best term in that area. Click this subject button and 

retrieve this list of 
hyperlinked resources & 
options



Select from available limit 
options at the bottom of 
the screen.  For example:
Full Text – Limits search 
results to articles that are 
full text on the computer

Magazine – Limits search 
results to articles from a 
specific periodical.

Scholarly/Peer Reviewed 
Journals – Limits search 
results to content from 
scholarly journals only.

Limits:  
There may be special limiters available that are specific to the
database you are searching



A complete 
list of 
articles in 
reverse 
date order.

Complete 
citation 
information 
available at 
this level.

Note: 
“libraries” and 
“censorship”
have been 
combined as 
subjects.

1008 total 
citations are 
available.

Folder:
To create a list 
of citations, 
click here to 
add to a Folder.

The Results List:
The information retrieved from the databases that are 
searched is called the results list.  This list provides citations 
and information on the availability of HTML full text, PDF full 
text or images.



Full Text of the Articles Online – HTML or PDF

HTML or web versions of the full text are available to read, save, 
email, or print.  This is best for emailing since many browser email 
services do NOT have sufficient space for PDF files.  “PDF” means a 
scanned image of the original journal article is available.  This is best 
for printing, and provides all the original citation information including 
page numbers.



Full Text Online NOT Available?
If the full text of the article is NOT available in HTML or PDF versions, click 
on the title to see a full record of the article. Full Records without full text 
will look like this:

Complete citation
information for 
research – Author, 
Title, and “Source”.

Abstract, or a short 
summary of the 
contents.

Since this is NOT full text 
online, click here to 

(1) See if MSU owns the 
journal in print

(2) Interlibrary loan it 
directly, if not



Full Records with full text online look like this:

Print, Save to 
disk, or Email this 
document from 
here.

If a PDF version
is preferred, 
choose here.

Locate pertinent 
sections of text 
here.

Save this 
item to 
folder here.  

The full 
citation 
needed for 
a research 
bibliography 
is here.

Complete 
text in 
HTML 
format.



Creating and Using Folders:

Multiple articles OR citations may be saved to a folder.  This is a 
handy way to print, email or save materials.  At the Results List 
page, simple click on “add” at the end of each citation.  Why write it 
all if you can simply save the list? 

Click here to view the 
folder of citations.

Three items are 
marked for a folder.  
Clicking the items a 
second time will 
remove it from the 
folder.



SAVE / PRINT / EMAIL 

Follow prompts on screen.  The email 
request page looks like this:

Type in any (your) email 
address here.

Label it to clearly indicate 
the contents. (Note: when 
you send an entire folder 
with several articles in it, 
they will all have the same 
subject.  To individually 
mark emailed articles, send 
individually, not as a folder 
batch.)

Choose this rather than 
HTML if PDF format is 
preferred OR is the only 
option. NOTE: It is NOT 
recommended that you email 
PDF versions! They are too 
big.



Database Help
Still not sure?  Need more help? 
• Use the EBSCOHost help screens when 

offered.
• If in the library, ask for help at the 

Reference Desk.
• By phone, call 762-2053
• By email, reference@murraystate.edu
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