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2006 Scholarship Tournament 
Seventeen high schools from three states were rep-
resented by team and individual participants in the 
36th Murray State University High School Chem-
istry Scholarship Tournament, November 2, 2006. 
 
A total of 71 students from high schools in Ken-
tucky, Illinois and Tennessee participated in the 
activity sponsored by the MSU department of 
chemistry, in conjunction with the student affiliates 
of the American Chemical Society. 
 
The four top-scoring individuals will be offered 
scholarships to Murray State and were presented 
cash awards and plaques, while the top-scoring 
teams were presented cash awards and plaques.  
Cash awards were also presented to the three high-
est scoring individuals currently in the first year of 
high school chemistry. 
 
The four top-scoring individuals were: Josh Hyatt, 
First Place, Murray High School, Murray, Ky., 
Becky Fairbanks, Sponsor; Matt Jordan, Second 
Place, Murray High School, Murray, Ky., Becky 
Fairbanks, Sponsor; Andy Couch, Third Place, 
Waverly Central High School, Waverly, Tenn., 
Robby Einerson, Sponsor; Daniel White, Fourth 
Place, Murray High School, Murray, Ky., Becky 
Fairbanks, Sponsor. 
 
Winners in the Lower Division section were: Justin 
Palmer, First Place, Calloway Co. High School, 
Murray, Ky., Jeremy Krug, Sponsor; Tyler 
Cantrell, Second Place, Mayfield High School, 

Mayfield, Ky., Mary Seay, Sponsor; Khristian 
Sunga, Third Place, Hardin County High School, 
Elizabethtown, Ill., Larry Conley, Sponsor. 
 
The school team winners were: First Place, Murray 
High School, Murray, Ky., Becky Fairbanks, 
Sponsor; Second Place, Marion High School, 
Marion, Ill., Megin Rice, Sponsor; Third Place, 
Waverly Central High School, Waverly, Tenn., 
Robby Einerson, Sponsor; Fourth Place, Calloway 
County High School, Murray, Ky., Jeremy Krug, 
Sponsor. 

The winning team from Murray High School.   Pictured left to right are MHS chemistry teacher  
Becky Fairbanks, Alan Manning,  Daniel White, Matt Jordan, Josh Hyatt and Dr. McCreary. 

Students taking the written test 
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2007 Outstanding Senior Chemistry Students 

2007 Outstanding Chemistry Major:   
Oleg Kovtun 
 
Oleg came to Kentucky from Lviv, Ukraine, in 
2003.  After completing his A.S. degree from 
Madisonville Community College, he moved to 
Murray State in the fall of 2005.  During his time 
at MSU, Oleg conducted research with Dr. Fan-
nin, where he utilized ICP-atomic spectroscopy 
techniques to determine metal levels in ground-
water.   
 
After graduating this fall with a 3.9 GPA, Oleg 
plans to pursue a Ph.D. in nanoparticle chemistry 
from Vanderbilt.  He is especially interested in 
the application of nanoparticles to biomedical 
diagnostics.   
 
Oleg says that one of his favorite things about 
Murray State has been the atmosphere in the de-
partment, the high level of student-instructor in-
teraction, the freedom to take courses that interest 

you, and the opportunity to get to know people 
from different cultures. “It gave me an experience 
that I would not have had in the Ukraine.”  
 

 
2007 Outstanding Chemistry Area Major:  
Scott Raber 
 
A native of Hopkinsville, Ky., Scott graduated 
this spring with a 3.46 GPA.  During his time at 
Murray State, Scott served as a teaching assistant 
in the organic laboratories, and did research with 
Dr. Owen, studying the metal chelation of unique 
porphyrin derivatives.   
 
Currently, Scott is enjoying some time away from 
school and the opportunity to focus on his other 
passion, music.  Scott plays multiple instruments, 
including drums, guitar and piano, and performs 
regularly with several bands. 
 
Scott says that his favorite thing about Murray 
State was the professors.  “They were knowledg-
able, but not too ‘textbooky’—they were able to 
explain things.”  He says that his favorite feature 
about the town of Murray was Terrapin Station, a 
store on the south side of town that he found to be 
a tremendous resource for music and literature.  

 
Scott is planning to pursue a career in industry, 
but also is considering a return to Murray State 
for an MS degree at the end of the spring semes-
ter.   
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Last We Heard ... 
Alumni and Student News 

Mykel Linn Tidwell (BS, 
2007)  married Amber 
Renee Colley on July 7, 
2007, in Farmington, Ky.   
Mykel is in pharmacy school 
this year. 
 
Julie Bennett (BS, 2006) is 
currently attending phar-
macy school at the Univer-
sity of Memphis. 
 
 

Jennifer Corneal (BS, 2006) is currently attending 
medical school. 
 
Ashley Gray (BS, 2006) is currently attending the 
University of Kentucky Pharmacy School. 
 
Deanna Hammonds (BS, 2006) is currently attend-
ing pharmacy school. 
 
Shannon Logan (BS, 2006) received fourth place 
at the KAS 2006 meeting for her presentation enti-
tled “Iron(III) Ferrocyanide (Prussian Blue) as a 
Burn Rate Modifier in Ammonium Perchlorate 
Composite Propellant.”  Shannon is now attending 
the McWhorter School of Pharmacy at Samford 
University. 
 
Philip Miller (BS, 2006) is currently attending den-
tal school at the University of Illinois. 
 
Raegan Morton (BS 2006) is currently attending 
the McWhorter School of Pharmacy at Samford 
University in Birmingham, Ala. 
 
Tera Rica Murdock (BS, 
2006) was married to Richard 
Earl Blalock II on Aug. 11, 
2007, in Murray, Ky.  The 
couple has moved to Nash-
ville, Tenn., where she is cur-
rently attending Vanderbilt 
Law School.  Her husband, 
Richard (BS biology, 2006) is 
attending Vanderbilt Medical 
School. 

Robin Spears (BS, 2006) is currently pursuing a 
Ph.D. in chemical engineering at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. 

 
 

Samantha Nance, (BS 2006) (pictured above) is 
attending  pharmacy school at Samford University. 
 
Malia Phillips (MS, 2006) is working as a QC 
chemist for FujiFilms Electronic Materials in Mesa, 
Ariz., where she does graphite-furnace-AA and 
ICP-MS analysis. 
 
 

Valerie Spivey (BS, 2006) is attending dental 
school at the University of Illinois.  
 
Sandra Thompson (BS, 2006) works as a chemist 
for the Honeywell Corporation in Metropolis, Ill.  
She is also serving as president of the Kentucky 
Lake section of the American Chemical Society.   
 
 
 

Jennie Rottinghaus and Malia Philips 
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Aaron Arnold  (BS,  2005) lives in Cadiz, Ky. with 
his wife Ashley, who is still finishing her degree in 
school psychology.  Aaron works in Tennessee as a 
plant engineering tech at the Cumberland Fossil 
Plant. 
 
Lance Patton (BS, 2005) works for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority in the Performance Engineering 
Division. 
 
Preechaya Thouswan (MS, 2005) and husband 
Ongart Poonbunroj are now the proud parents of 
Chris Daniel Poonbunroj, born on April 09, 2007, 
in Sellersville, Pa., weighing 6 lbs 5 oz.  
 
Neil Vowels (MS 2004, BS 2002) and Katie 
Clifton Vowels just bought their first house, and 
moved in right before Christmas.  Neil is a forensic 
chemist with the Kentucky State Police Western 
Regional Lab. 
 
Kenny Turner (BS, 2004) is finishing his doctorate 
at the University of Kentucky. 
 
Pattaranee Limphong (MS, 2004) is currently a 
Ph.D. candidate at the University of Miami in Ohio.  
 
Jeremy Creager (BS, 2003) received his Pharm.D. 
from the University of Kentucky in May 2007.    
 
Josh Kitchens (BS, 2003) is completing his resi-
dency at the University of Louisville. 
 
Meridith Lynn  
Vanderford (BS  2003) 
was married to Michael 
Shane Raspberry, son of 
Bud and Gail Raspberry, on 
April 14, 2007, in Jackson, 
Tenn.  She graduated from 
pharmacy school at Sam-
ford University (2007) and  
is currently a pharmacist at 
Wal-Mart.  They reside in 
Hazel, Ky. 
 
Dustin Wiggins (BS, 2003) and wife recently gave 
birth to their first child, Nora Jae Wiggins.   
 
Renee Rheineker (BS, 2002, Biology) graduated in 
2006 from Logan Chiropractic School in St. Louis, 
Mo.  She currently is practicing in Illinois. 

Susan Tackett (BS, 2002) has moved into a sales 
position with Eli Lilly, whom she has worked with 
since graduation from MSU.  She enjoys working 
more with people and feels sales allows her to 
travel and interact with people in a way that work-
ing in the laboratory did not.  Susan’s new position 
will initially be based in Columbia, S.C. 
 
Tiffany Devine (MS, 
2001) and Kevin Perry 
were married on April 13 in 
Nashville, Tenn. 
 
Je Chol Lee (MS, 2001) 
currently lives in Tokyo, 
Japan. 
 
Baki Billah Sadi (MS, 
2001) finished his Ph.D. at the University of Cin-
cinnati and is now working as a Postdoctoral Fellow 
at Activation Laboratories, Ltd. in Ancaster, Can-
ada.   
  
Kosta Seaford (MS, 2004; BS, 2001) and his wife 
recently had a baby boy, Kaden Lee Seaford.   
 
Raguib Muneer (MS, 2000) is currently a manager 
in the regulatory affairs/QA/QC division at Lobob 
Laboratories, Inc., in San Jose, Calif. 
 
Dr. Jason Neale (BS, 1998) recently took a job in 
the Drug Metabolism/Pharmacokinetics Department 
at Array Biopharma in Boulder, Colo.  Array is a 
small drug company focusing on treatments for can-
cer and inflammation.  A major responsibility in his 
new position is to analyze plasma drug concentra-
tions and identify metabolites by LC-MS/MS.  
 
Mahmud Hossain (MS, 2004) is finishing his 
Ph.D. at the University of Cincinnati.  Recently one 
of his research articles has been published in RNA 
journal (Feb. 2007 issue) and at present he has been 
busy with writing a book chapter on MALDI & ESI 
mass spectrometry with his professor, which is go-
ing to be published on October 2007 from Wiley, 
N.Y. His wife, Lina, is busy taking care of their 4-
year-old daughter, Fariha.  Lina plans to enroll in 
school after Mahmud’s Ph.D. is over and after their 
daughter starts her pre-school. 
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Rebecca Elliott (BS, 
1999) was married to 
Staff Sergeant Gregory 
Beard in September of 
2007.  She is currently 
serving as a probation/
parole officer in Hender-
son, Ky. 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Laura Dennison Knight (BS, 1997) is a dep-
uty medical examiner working at the Jackson 
County Medical Examiner’s Office in Kansas City, 
Mo. 
 
Craig McCoy (BS, 1997) was promoted earlier 
this year to general manager of sales for GE 
Healthcare managing one of their I/T busi-
nesses.  He and his wife also gave birth to their 
third child, David Craig McCoy.  Their two older 
children are Maggie and Kevin.  

 

Shane Robinson (BS, 1994) is a lab supervisor at 
Honeywell International.  He and his wife Greta 
recently had their second child, Dylan James. 
 
Dr. Todd Cowan (BS, 1993) and his wife Joy 
Ramsey Cowan, both MSU graduates, are expect-
ing a child.  Todd works as a QA/QC supervisor 
for McCoy Labs in Madisonville, Ky. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kerri Scott (MS, 1989; BS, 1988) completed her 
doctorate in chemical education at the University 
of Mississippi this year.  She continues to work as 
the laboratory manager and instructional assistant 
professor at Ole Miss. 

 
Yvette Pyle, (MS, 1979-secondary ed.; BS, 1976) 
continues to serve as Principal at Calloway County 
High School.  This year, she was named the 2007 
Kentucky High School Principal of the year by 
MetLife and the National Association of Secon-
dary School Principals.  
  
Dennis Earl Merrick, (MS, 1978; BS 1974) died 
in his home in Mt. Vernon, Ind.  He is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Kimberly Faye Willie Merrick, and 
two children. 
 
Robert M. Brown, (BS, 1970) passed away in 
February of 2007.  He worked for J.D. Power and 
Associates in Westlake Village, Calif.  He is sur-
vived by his wife, Karen.   

The McCoy children Maggie, David and Kevin 

Superintendent Steve Hoskins with 
CCHS Principal Yvette Pyle 
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Alumni Providing Support to the Department of Chemistry 

The following donors provided support to the Department of Chemistry from October 2006 to October 
2007.  Every effort has been made to confirm the following list of donors.  If you find any errors, please 
let Dr. Ratliff know as soon as possible. Thank you for your support. 

Total Donations : $ 18,800 
 

Thank you! 

3M Foundation Inc 
Ms. Connie J. Agee 
Air Products & Chemicals  Inc 
Mr. Anthony F. Alessandrini 
Dr. Suzanne Alton 
Dr. Greg Arterburn 
Ms. Teresa L. Arwood 
Mr. Ernest E. Atkins 
Mrs. Lisa F. Bacon 
Mr. E. L. Baughn 
Beard Farms 
Mr. Peter D. Berezuk 
Dr. Albert H. Beth 
Dr. Carlton R. Bostic 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Brubaker 
Mr. Ernest H. Brumbaugh 
Dr. Alan K Bugg 
Mr. Raymond C. Byars 
Dr. Robert D. Byrd 
Mr. Joe W. Cable 
Dr. Beale Canon 
Cardinal Health Group 
Ciba Specialty Chemicals Found. 
Mr. Eugene G. Clark 
Dr. Howell R. Clark 
Mr. Larry C. Conley 
ConocoPhillips Company 
Mrs. Amy L. Cox 
Mrs. Billie G. Cullivan 
Mr. Michael Davis 
Mr. Charles R. Dietsch 
Mr. Thomas W. Drabb 
Dr. Charles E. Eldridge 
Dr. James O. Ellegood 
Mr. Lal E. Elliott, Jr. 
Mr. Shadrach R. Eubanks 
Mr. Gordon S. Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Jane Foote 
Mr. Danny France 
Mrs. Kristin M. Goodloe 

Dr. Shayne Green 
Mr. Ben Guyot 
Mr. Suresh M Hariharan 
Mrs. Amy K. Holland 
Mr. Stacy Hooks 
Mrs. Amber W Howard 
Dr. Richard D. Hurt 
Mr. Norris E. Johnson 
Mr. Donal W. Jones 
Mr. Lee Jones 
Mr. Tommy M. Jones 
Mr. Amir Kazerooni 
Mr. Donald G. Lankin 
Dr. Carl W. Marquess Jr 
Dr. Brent Mayabb 
Mr. John W. Mayhugh 
Mr. Keith S. McClain 
Mrs. Jean D. McKee 
Mr. Brent Montgomery 
Mr. Robert R Montgomery 
Dr. Roy W. Morrow 
Mrs. Nancy J. Murphy 
Dr. Monica R. Mysinger 
Dr. Joan L. Nelson 
Mr. William T. Parker 
Dr. Jerry S. Patey 
Dr. Gail K. Perfect 
Mrs. Suzanne S. Phillips 
Procter & Gamble Company 
Dr. Roy L. Pruett 
Mr. Dan R. Pugh 
Dr. Judy L. Ratliff 
Mr. Leonard H. Rentz 
Mrs. Lois F. Richard 
Mr. Alfred D. Riley 
Mr. R. D. Robertson 
Mr. Jessie W. Rodgers 
Dr. John F. Rose 
Mr. Kenneth R. Rose 
Dr. Shawn K. Ross 

Mr. Stephen C. Ross 
Mrs. Denise R. Rutherford 
Mrs. Mary J. Ruttinger 
Sanofi-Synthelabo Pharmaceuticals 
Mr. Harold L. Sasse 
Mr. Stanley C. Schiher 
Miss. Kerri D. Scott 
Mr. Richard R. Smith 
Dr. Michel A. Snyder 
Mr. Albert L. Stone 
Mr. Clyde D. Thomlison 
Dr. Willis L. Thornsberry Jr 
Mr. Bruce Thurmond 
Mrs. Christina L. Thurston 
Mr. Harold B. Tolley 
Dr. Derek S. Towery 
Mr. Roger A. Upchurch 
Mr. David J. Wallace 
Mr. Joseph B. Wargo 
Dr. Lee C. Washburn 
Mrs. Jana D. White 
Mr. Terence A. Whitt 
Mr. Paul A. Williams 
Mrs. Laura Willoughby 
Mrs. Nancy K. Wilson 
Mr. Norman F. Windt 
Ms. Mary S. Womack 
Mrs. Lan Xiao 
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MSU Chemistry Faculty and Staff Directory 

Dr. Jeff Anderson (270) 809-6542 
jeff.anderson@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Edie Banner  (270) 809-6626 
edie.banner@murraystate.edu 
 
Ms. Beth Brubaker (270) 809-6390 
beth.brubaker@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. J. Ricky Cox (270) 809-6543 
ricky.cox@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Harry Fannin (270) 809-4490 
harry.fannin@murraystate.edu 
 
Ms. Bretteni Farris (270) 809-6490 
bretteni.farris@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Daniel Johnson (270) 809-4279 
daniel.johnson@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Bommanna Loganathan  (270) 809-3044 
bommanna.loganathan@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Terry McCreary (270) 809-6499 
terry.mccreary@murraystate.edu 

Dr. Pablo Molina (270) 809-6473 
pablo.molina@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Oliver Muscio (270) 809-6597 
oliver.muscio@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. David Owen (270) 809-6699 
david.owen@murraystate.edu 
 
Ms. Gail Raspberry (270) 809-2586 
gail.raspberry@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Judy Ratliff  (270) 809-2587 
judy.ratliff@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Kevin Revell (270) 809-6540 
kevin.revell@murraystate.edu 
 
Dr. Robert Volp  (270) 809-6598 
robert.volp@murraystate.edu 
 
FAX:   (270) 809-6474 
Chemical Analysis Lab: (270) 809-6544  

Drs. Bommanna Loganathan and Kevin Revell enjoying the sunshine on Kentucky Lake 



Alumni Information 

We want to hear from you!   

 

Please feel free to fill to fill out this page return it to us, so that we can tell about you in our next 

issue of the Periodic Cable. 

 

___Check here if this is a new address 

 

Name (include maiden name if applicable)_________________________________________

   

MSU Degree:  B.S.  B.A. M.S. M.A. Other____________  Year Earned___________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Occupation / Employer:________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse:_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse Occupation / Employer:__________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse MSU Graduate?________ If yes, Degree/Year?_____________________________ 

 

News_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please send the above information to the following address: 

 

Department of Chemistry 

Murray State University 

456 Blackburn Science 

Murray, KY 42071-3346 

 

If you wish, you can e-mail the information to us at:  gail.raspberry@murraystate.edu or 

judy.ratliff@murraystate.edu  

 




