WSI Supports Graduate Research 

The Watershed Studies Institute is pleased to announce the awardees for its first Graduate Research Awards Competition.  Seven excellent proposals were selected for funding, each of which is aimed at furthering our understanding of aquatic systems.  The awardees, their graduate program, mentors, title of their proposal, and the awards they received are listed below.  Please congratulate these students and their mentors for their accomplishment.

Thomas Anderson (Water Science—Howard Whiteman) “Competitive Interactions of Larval Salamanders: The Effects of Unequal Proportions of Competitors on Fitness and Life History Pathways”.  Watershed Research Tuition Grant and Watershed Research Grant.
Catherine Aubee (Biological Sciences—Howard Whiteman) “Effects of Roundup Exposure on Behavior and Reproductive Function in a Pond-breeding Salamander”.  Watershed Research Grant.

Michael Cooper (Biological Sciences—Timothy Johnston) “Characterization of the nif Operon in a Nitrogen-fixing Agrobacterium tumefaciens Isolated from Ledbetter Creek”. Watershed Summer Research Award and Watershed Research Grant.

Rajani Gourishetty (Chemistry—Daniel Johnson) “Behavior of Traditional Ion-exchangers in Ion-selective Electrodes Prepared from Polymeric Membranes Plasticized with Ionic Liquids”.  Watershed Summer Research Award.

Vidyasagar Kummarikunta (Chemistry—Bommanna Loganathan) “Spatial Distribution and Foodchain Accumulations of Persistent Organic Pollutants in Clarks River, KY.”  Watershed Summer Research Award.

Dongjiao Liu (Biological Sciences—Kate He) “Predicting the Spatial Distribution of an Invasive Plant, Lonicera japonica, Based on Species Occurrence Data from Two Watersheds in Western KY and TN.  Watershed Summer Research Award.

Michelle Mirowski (Biological Sciences—Ed Zimmerer) “Comparison of Longtail Salamanders (Eurycea longicauda longicauda) and Three-lined Salamanders (Eurycea longicauda guttolineata) in the Purchase Area of Western Kentucky”.  Watershed Summer Research Award and Watershed Research Grant.
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