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PUBLIC RELATIONS
Biology professor discovers insect species,
names new find after her daughter
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QUARTERLY
REPORT

Ja Morant returns to campus

insect species after overwatering
a flower bed, which uncovered
the insects. After taking notes
and making observations, the
discovery was confirmed by a
taxonomist in Washington, D.C.
From there, Laura decided to
honor her daughter’s discovery by
requesting the species officially be
designated Hebetica sylviae.

Murray State biology professor Dr.
Laura Sullivan-Beckers has named
a new insect species
after her five year-old daughter,
who helped make the discovery
while planting flowers in
western Kentucky.
During the summer of 2016, when
Sylvie was two years old, the
toddler uncovered a brand new

Media coverage included feature
stories by national programs
and publications including Good
Morning America, Inside Edition,
Better Homes and Gardens
and the French-Canadian
children’s science magazine Les
Explorateurs. Local and regional
coverage included stories from
WKMS, WTVQ, the Paducah Sun
and others.

Basketball superstar Ja Morant
returned to campus in August,
signing autographs and taking
selfies with fans at the Curris
Center as part of the Grizzles’
annual Regional Caravan Tour.
Morant led the Racers to a
second-round appearance in the

Murray State also ranked 11th
among peer institutions in the
"Top Public Regional Universities
in the South" category.

The rankings list, now in its 35th
year, includes Murray State as
one of the best universities for
2020, marking the University's
29th consecutive year of top-tier
rankings by the reputable
college guide. Murray State was
ranked 24th in the "Best Regional
Universities in the South" category
and is the highest-ranked regional
public university in Kentucky.

Murray State was also recognized
as one of "America’s Best
Colleges" by Forbes for the 12th
straight year and a "Best Bang for
the Buck" by Washington Monthly.
Coverage included stories in the
Murray Ledger & Times, Lane
Report and West Kentucky Star.

Coverage included stories by
WPSD, the Paducah Sun, West
Kentucky Star, Murray Ledger &
Times and WKMS.

Murray State participates in visit by chairman
of the House Agriculture Committee

University recognized by U.S. News & World
Report, Forbes and Washington Monthly
Murray State University was
recognized by U.S. News & World
Report as one of the top schools
in the country.

2019 NCAA Tournament after an
upset win over Marquette in the
round of 64.

Representatives from Murray
State University participated in a
visit by Congressman Collin
Peterson, Chairman of the House
Agriculture Committee. The visit,
hosted by Kentucky Congressman
James Comer, also included other
regional and state agricultural and
governmental leaders and
consisted of several stops,
including a tour of the new

Fibonacci Hempwood operation
and at the Murray State farm to
have a listening session on hemp
and see hemp research plots, dark
tobacco, corn and soybeans.
As co-chairs of the Murray State
Agricultural Leadership Council,
students Cristen Shaw of Benton,
Illinois, and Vanessa Smith of
Benton, Kentucky, represented
agriculture students as part of the
visit. Shaw, a Presidential Fellow,
had the opportunity to share
some of her ongoing agricultural
hemp research with those in
attendance.
Media coverage included stories
in the West Kentucky Star, Surf KY
and the Murray Ledger & Times.

MURRAY STATE IN THE MEDIA
Students study abroad with Sekisui
Scholarship
Murray State celebrates opening
of Centers for Autism Spectrum
Disorders, Computer Information
Technology and Economic and
Entrepreneurial Development

Biology students researching snake
fungal disease in western Kentucky
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Murray State hits the road with
Racers Roadshow
2019 DNP-FNP graduates earn 100
percent pass rate across nationallyrecognized certification exams

Dr. Marcie Venter appointed
to Native-American Heritage
Commission
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*12% increase in media coverage compared to July-September ’18

SOCIAL MEDIA
In July, the residential college system and everything "res life" has to offer on
campus was promoted through the University’s Instagram grid. Multiple posts
and designs all “fit together” to form a pseudo map of the residential side of
campus.
As a majority of campus returned in August to open the fall semester, the social
media team transitioned the Instagram account into a ten-day Great Beginnings
countdown.
This semester, a collaboration with Digital Media Services and the Office of
Student Engagement and Success led to weekly student success tip videos. Each
week, one or two student tip videos are posted with advice from faculty, staff
and student leaders across campus. The tips include advice on classes, getting
involved on campus, ways to relax and best practices for personal health.
Chick-fil-A opened on campus and held the top two posts on both Twitter and
Facebook, as well as the top post on Instagram in terms of engagement.
In an effort to reach potential students for fall 2020, the social media team ran
an organic campaign encouraging Facebook followers to tag a #FutureRacer in
their comments and remind them to apply for admission.
residential college grid

murraystateuniv The countdown to #GreatBeginnings...

murraystateuniv The new Chick-fil-A restaurant at Murray...

VISUAL MEDIA
A promotional video for the University’s business and marketing education program
focused on both current students as well as recent graduates who are now employed
as regional educators.
See the video at:
youtu.be/qEa2ZaxWJHA
The Digital Media Services team covered the Agricultural Hemp Field Day in
September. The event included field tours, updates and panel discussions on the crop
and Murray State’s lead in hemp education. Footage from the event was shared with
local network television stations, and the story was featured on KFVS.
See the video at:
youtu.be/Lh6TD1ivHBg
The team also covered Family Weekend festivities, including a feature story on this
year’s outstanding parent award recipients.
See the video at:
youtu.be/Qem4QiPd0OA
To view any of these videos, please visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report.
You can also access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports.

WEB MANAGEMENT
New dynamic web pages were created for
first-time domestic freshmen and international
students to assist in growing enrollment.
Both pages feature important calls to action
including applying, learning more and
scheduling a campus visit, as well as student
testimonials, information on tuition and
scholarships, academic programs and career
exploration/networking opportunities.
A new “Best Value” page was created as well
that positions Murray State as one of America’s
best values.
First-time freshmen page:
admissions.murraystate.edu
New international student page:
murraystate.edu/admissions/international
“Best Value” page:
murraystate.edu/bestvalue
admissions webpage

GRAPHIC DESIGN
New recruitment publications were created to support enrollment
efforts, including undergraduate and graduate road pieces as well as a
new international viewbook.

High Value Education.
High Impact Education.

A print piece was also created to promote the University’s Alumni
Legacy Tuition Grant.

murraystate.edu

Designs to support overall institutional marketing included traditional
advertising in various newspaper and magazine publications, as well as
outdoor billboards. A new placement on Hwy. 80 near Kentucky Lake
was added to the University’s multi-state billboard presence.

billboard

“I would not be the person
I am today if it weren’t
for the guidance I have
received from all my
professors and advisors and
the opportunities provided
by this University.
I am proud to be a Racer!”

Big ideas are often best expressed in the real
world, not always on a whiteboard or inside
a classroom. Our faculty challenge Racers to
conduct valuable research and participate in
learning experiences outside of the conventional
boundaries: study abroad opportunities, field
research, internships and more.
We continue to introduce new and innovative
academic programs that will impact tomorrow:
game design, drone technology and civil
engineering, to name a few. Racers receive a
modern education, combined with supportive
faculty and staff who are all-in on your success
just as you are, and who have the knowledge and
connections to make it happen.

Bailey Porter,
Liberal Arts graduate
Clarksville, Tennessee
Vendor Coordinator for
American Quilter’s Society

Calling all Racers.
Make your mark.

Murray State is a true learning community that
positions Racers for successful career outcomes
following graduation.

MILITARY
FRIENDLY
SCHOOL
- VIQTORY 2019-20

Racers have a relentless pursuit to any goal.
At Murray State, we’re all about providing
countless opportunities for you to achieve
your goals and realize your dreams. From a
personalized, real-world education to securing
valuable internships and career networking
experiences that prepare Racers for a lifetime
of success beyond graduation, Murray State
gets you where you want to go.

Land internships and
make connections at
250+ career-centered
events annually

15:1

143 ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS

If you have at least a 28 ACT score, a 3.8 GPA or a top
10 percent ranking in your high school class, you’re
invited to take part in our Honors College – a special
community of students within Murray State. To learn
more visit murraystate.edu/honorscollege.

from agriculture, business
and music to computer science,
healthcare, education and so
much more.

student to
faculty ratio

TOP FOUR-YEAR

COLLEGE
IN KENTUCKY
- SCHOOLS.COM

69%

of graduates
employed
within one year
of graduation*

“Murray State is a tight-knit,
supportive community with
professors that push me every
day to do my best.”
Evan Jackson
Political Science
and History student

Not sure what you want to do?

Check out our career survey and find the perfect fit.
Head to murraystate.mymajors.com to get started.

*Percentages based on completed survey by graduates.

Clinton, Kentucky

Browse our list of academic programs:
murraystate.edu/programs

cover and spreads from undergraduate road piece

Live the Murray State
experience.

Living on campus

There’s something here for everyone. Murray prides itself on
being a safe community with amenities you’d find in large cities.
Nearly 60 buildings on campus surrounded by shops, restaurants,
and nearby accommodations provides a perfect environment for
international students.
Murray State offers a total college experience unlike any other.
Join an intramural sports team to compete and unwind, build
bonds through student organizations, and take part in one or
more of our special campus traditions.
If you’re into the great outdoors, Land Between the Lakes
National Recreation Area is right down the road with 170,000
acres for hiking, fishing, camping, swimming and other outdoor
activities. Major cities such as Nashville, St. Louis and Louisville
are all within driving distance.

English Language Program

Whether you live on campus or commute, our residential
college system offers a great way to meet people, network
with faculty and participate in activities, cookouts, movie
nights and more. Each of our eight residence halls feature
tight-knit communities and a supportive atmosphere as you
discover your new home at Murray State.

46 countries represented

Food and dining
Winslow Dining Hall is the most popular cafeteria on campus
and offers a wide selection of American, international, glutenfree and vegetarian meals. Adding to our award-winning
dining options, new eateries on campus include Starbucks.

of success beyond graduation, Murray State
gets you where you want to go.

We are Racers.

170+ student organizations

Attending college in a foreign country can be intimidating. That’s
why we’re with you every step of the way. Murray State’s English as
a Language (ESL) Program provides personalized attention from
instructors across 20 class hours per week at six proficiency levels.
Each level is eight weeks in length and is offered throughout the
year with new terms beginning in January, March, June, August and
October.
There are many opportunities to practice spoken English with
Americans outside the classroom. In addition, you will also have
opportunities to visit nearby cities to learn more about American
culture. After successfully completing the ESL program, students
progress to university degree programs.

The Dr. Marvin D. Mills
Multicultural Center
This center offers a supportive and inclusive study
environment for Racers of all backgrounds. Make new friends
at the newly-dedicated center located in the Curris Center
and learn from other cultures.

Calling all Racers.
Racers have a relentless pursuit to any goal.
At Murray State, we’re all about providing
countless opportunities for you to achieve
your goals and realize your dreams. From a
personalized, real-world education to securing
valuable internships and career networking
experiences that prepare Racers for a lifetime

143 academic programs

15 NCAA teams

19 sports clubs and teams

SEATTLE

#1 in campus safety initiatives
- SAFE CAMPUS

BOSTON

MINNEAPOLIS

NEW YORK
CHICAGO
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Discover a place to call
home.
Murray State welcomes Racers from all walks of
life. We pride ourselves as a university of true
diversity and inclusion, with Racers representing
nearly every American state and more than 40
countries throughout the world. We wear the
blue and gold proudly and offer the total college
experience — a real-world education with highquality academics and vibrant student life.

DENVER

ST. LOUIS

MURRAY, KY
LOS ANGELES

NASHVILLE
ATLANTA
DALLAS

"Choosing Murray State to further
my education has been one of the
best decisions of my life. I encourage
everybody to visit Murray State to
see the great programs it has to offer.
There are lots of activities for students,
and there are a lot of opportunities for
growth. Murray State also has very nice
people, so if you are wanting a friendly
and safe environment to study, I strongly
suggest Murray State."

Paducah Barkley Regional Airport (45 minutes)

MIAMI

"Murray State University is the place where all the variety
of the world is exposed. You meet people from almost
everywhere. No matter what their mother tongue or
official languages are, they are nice to everyone."

Valentina from Venezuela

Quimelin from Haiti

BACHELOR'S IN EDUCATION

BACHELOR'S IN ENGINEERING

Nashville International Airport (2 hours)

cover and spread from international viewbook

To access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports, visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report
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