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PUBLIC RELATIONS
Murray State University celebrates
December 2019 Commencement

Murray State University recognized for
affordability in recent rankings

Murray State University celebrated
December 2019 Commencement
on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 in the
CFSB Center with a combined
undergraduate and graduate
ceremony.

A variety of Murray State University
academic programs and degrees, as
well as the institution overall, has been
recognized for affordability by a recent
online resource.

A total of 750 pending degrees
were conferred during the service
— including associate, bachelor’s,
master’s, specialist and doctoral
degrees — with 19 states and 15
countries represented among
December 2019 graduates.
During the ceremony, Claire Ghent and
Cole Manion, outstanding seniors for
fall 2019, led the candidates for the
conferral of degrees and provided the
valedictions later in the service. Ghent
graduated with a degree in English
education, while Manion graduated
with a degree in political science/preprofessional legal studies.

recipients of the Regents Teaching
Award for Excellence: Crystal Coel,
Katherine Hancock, Michael Bordieri,
Aaron Irvin, Yousif Abulhassan, Kathy
Stanczyk and Jeffrey Henry. They were
joined by the Max Carman Teaching
Excellence Recipient Crystal Coel,
University Distinguished Mentor Daniel
Wann, Distinguished Researcher
Alexey Arkov, Faculty Advisor of
the Year Patty Parish and University
Emerging Scholars Danielle Muzina
and Bikram Subedi.
Faculty marshals assisting with the
overall ceremony included Susana
Bloomdahl, Traci Byrd, Heath Keller,
Michael Kemp, Robert Lyons, Matthew
Shultz and F. Gilland Welsch.
Media coverage included stories in the
Murray Ledger and Times and KFVS.

The website affordableschools.net
identified the following Murray State
programs and degrees:
#15 - Agricultural business
management degree programs
(bachelor’s)
#5 - Online bachelor’s degree in
agriculture science
#7 - Online Master of Economics
#21 - Public colleges with online
doctoral degrees

#3 - Ph.D. in English language learning
online
#5 - Veterinary studies degree
programs (bachelor’s)
#8 - Writing degree programs
(bachelor’s)
Methodology associated with some
of the rankings recognized Murray
State’s low student to faculty ratio
for personalized instruction, the
University’s six-year graduation
rate that places highly among
comprehensive, public universities in
Kentucky and the affordable average
in-state tuition for online programs.

City of Murray named among nation’s
top 50 safest college towns

Murray State faculty in attendance
were led into the arena by the

Murray State University celebrates
first-generation students

Murray State University recognized
first-generation students at the
inaugural First-Generation Student
Day Celebration Nov. 7 at Waterfield
Library.
Students enjoyed refreshments and
received free shirts and buttons.
University President Dr. Bob Jackson

and Vice President for Student Affairs
Dr. Don Robertson — both also firstgeneration college graduates — gave
advice to students at the event.
“This is a very important tradition that
we’re starting here at Murray State,”
Robertson said. “We are dedicated to
providing resources that our students,
particularly first-generation and
freshman students, can use to make
their Racer experience the best it can
be.”
Media coverage included stories in
the Murray Ledger and Times and The
Murray State News.

The city of Murray, home of Murray
State University, has been named one
of the nation’s top 50 safest college
towns according to findings from
SafeWise, a safety-focused consumer
research firm.
The company’s analysis looked at
violent crime rates in college towns to
determine those with the lowest rates.
Murray was ranked 38th on the list
with a crime rate of 1.35 (or 1.35
crimes per 1,000 people), and was
the only Kentucky city in the top 50.
Murray was also just one of five towns
within a multi-state region comprised
of Illinois, Missouri, Indiana, Kentucky
and Tennessee.

“We are extremely pleased to receive
this recognition as one of America’s
safest college towns,” said Murray
State President Dr. Bob Jackson. “The
health, safety and well-being of our
students is of utmost importance.
This recognition, along with our 2019
national rankings for top quality
academics and as one of America’s
best college values, makes Murray
State University one of the most
attractive choices for a high-quality,
high-value education.”
Media coverage included stories in the
Murray Ledger and Times and KFVS.

MURRAY STATE IN THE MEDIA
Murray State University to celebrate
holiday season with president’s reception,
Oakhurst open house and holiday concert

MEDIA COVERAGE

Murray State University Police Department
hosts Police Fun Day Oct. 24

Murray State University commemorates
Veterans Day

Murray State University establishes new
Center for Economic and Entrepreneurial
Development

International students participate in global
undergraduate exchange program

New Chick-Fil-A at Murray State University
holds grand opening Oct. 15

FUBU founder, ‘SHARK TANK’ investor
Daymond John to campus for keynote

Murray State University, JCPenney partner
for ‘Suit Up’ Event
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Last fall, Murray State University was recognized as the most instagrammed college campus in Kentucky by AT&T.
In its report on attsavings.com, the company tracked universities with more than 7,000 enrolled full-time students in the fall 2017
semester, then examined each school’s most popular hashtags. Kentucky’s most instagrammed hashtag is #murraystate.
This past semester, Murray State hosted Facebook Live events to highlight the University’s six academic colleges and other important
information for students. You can find links to each video below:
College of Humanities & Fine Arts:
bit.ly/hfalive
Jesse D. Jones College of Science,
Engineering & Technology:
bit.ly/2setlive
College of Education & Human Services:
bit.ly/3edlive
Arthur J. Bauernfeind College of Business:
bit.ly/4buslive
Hutson School of Agriculture:
bit.ly/2Taglive
School of Nursing and Health Professions:
bit.ly/3Tnursinglive
FAFSA:
bit.ly/2Rpu2PN

DECEMBER

VISUAL MEDIA
During winter break, KET aired “The Holidays,” a Murray State University Concert Choir, Wind
Ensemble and Jazz Orchestra annual event.
See the video at:
bit.ly/holidaysmurraystate
MacKenzie Jones, an agriculture education major at Murray State, built an apiary at the arboretum.
This livestock enterprise introduced Jones to honey sales and interaction with bees and also allowed
her to teach other students about bees.
See the video at:
youtu.be/LJlMYMfwB4Q
The Digital Media Services team also live-streamed the homecoming parade on Facebook.
See the video at:
youtu.be/v6NmZMS1MTg
Kentucky Educational Television (KET) broadcast the 2019 Festival of Champions high school
marching band competition, one of the oldest and most prestigious marching band festivals of its kind
in the nation. The competition is held each fall at Murray State’s Stewart Stadium.

To view any of these videos, please visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report.
You can also access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports.

WEB MANAGEMENT
The University’s brand toolkit was updated after
months of work across the Branding, Marketing and
Communication team. This included new examples of
the University’s “We are Racers.” brand messaging, logo
options and much more.
Brand Guidelines

Additionally, new web pages were created to highlight
Homecoming festivities in October. This included
graphic designs featuring the “Return of the Racers”
theme.

Murray State University
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VERSION 3.0

Tagline

Guidance
EXAMPLES OF THREE STATEMENT USE

We are nurses.
We are Racers.

Key pages of the murraystate.edu website saw significant
growth in pageviews and unique visits from Oct. 1 to
Dec. 31, 2019 compared to the same timeframe in 2018.
This includes a 109.48 percent increase in unique visits
to murraystate.edu/admissions, an 18.51 percent jump
in unique visits to murraystate.edu/planvisit, a 62.25
percent increase in unique visits to
murraystate.edu/scholarships and a 14.75 percent
increase in unique visits to murraystate.edu/housing.

Tagline

Word Bank
We are dedicated.

We are spirited.

We are caregivers. We are creative.

We are faculty.

We are fans.

We are artists.

accomplished. accountants. accredited. achievers. active. actors. actresses. actuaries. administrators. adventurers.

We are Racers.

advertisers.

advocates.

We are Racers.

agriculture.

agronomists.

We are Racers.

alumni.

ambitious.

analysts.

announcers.

anthropologists.

archeologists. architects. artists. aspirational. astronomers. athletes. authors. bankers. believers. biologists. bold.

brave.
broadcasters.
EXAMPLES OF TWO
STATEMENT
USE

builders. caregivers. carpenters. champions. changemakers. chemists. coaches. communicators.

We are nurses.

We are artists.

community. compassionate. competitive. composers. confident. connected. conservationists. coordinators. counselors.

We are Racers.

We are Racers.

dietitians. diligent. directors. discoverers. distinct. distinctive. distinguished. diverse. doctors. doers. dreamers.

are dedicated.
We are creative.
spirited.creators. We
cultured. dedicated. dentists.

courageous.

designers.

detectives.

determined.

developers.

We are Racers.

We are Racers.

driven. economists. educators. electricians. empowered. engineers. enthusiastic. entrepreneurs. environmentalists.
equestrians.

established.

experts.

faculty.

family.

fans.

farmers.

focused.

forward-moving.

friendly.

future-

EXAMPLES OF IMPROPER USE

thinking. geographers. geologists. givers. global. grandparents. historians. historical. horticulturists. humanitarians.
hygienists.

inclusive.

industrialists.

We areinterns.
cool!
We are caregivers. We are caregivers.instrumentalists.
We are dedicated.

influential.

innovative.

investigators.

inspirational.
journalists.

inspired.
kind.

We are dedicated.

learners. librarians. linguists.
We are hip!
We are very dedicated.

makers. managers. manufacturers. marketers. mathematicians.

instructors.

lawyers.

leaders.

mechanics. mentors.

musicians. neighbors. noteworthy. nurses. nutritionists. optometrists. paralegals. parents. passionate. performers.

WE ARE photographers.
RACERS.
We philanthropists.
are Racers! philosophers.
Racers are nurses. We are the Racers.pharmacists.
We are Racers.
DO NOT USE MORE THAN THREE
STATEMENTS OR REFORMAT STATEMENTS.

innovators.

We areintuitive.
caregivers.
invested.

interpreters.

planners.

planters.

poets.

prepared.

printmakers.

physicians.

producers.

physicists.

professional.

physiologists.

professionals.

pilots.

pioneers.

professors.

proud.

psychologists. purposeful. ready. realtors. researchers. resilient. sailors. scholars. scientists. sentimental. sincere.

DO NOT USE ADDITIONAL WORDS.
EACH STATEMENT SHOULD BE THREE
WORDS IN LENGTH.

DO NOT USE UNAUTHORIZED

OR PUNCTUATION.
sociologists.WORDS
soldiers.
specialists.

DO NOT USE OTHER FONTS OR STYLES.

spirited.

staff.

11
statisticians.

stewards.

storytellers.

strong.

student-centered.

students. successful. supporters. teachers. technicians. technologists. theorists. therapists. thinkers. trailblazers.
trainers. travelers. veterans. veterinarians. videographers. visionaries. vocalists. welcoming. writers. zoologists.
THIS LIST MAY CHANGE. PLEASE VISIT MURRAYSTATE.EDU/WORDBANK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE VERSION.
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Tagline

Guidance
If you are not using the messaging, you may choose to use the tagline or the lock-up logo.
Identity: Color
The tagline and lock-up logo can be used by following these guidelines:

Palette

PRIMARY

• When only using the tagline, an official logo
should
present.
There
arebe
two
primary colors, the tried and true Murray State blue and gold.
• To avoid redundancy, only use one "We are Racers." element (messaging, tagline or lock-up
NAME MURRAY STATE BLUE
logo) should be used.
CMYK 100, 90, 0, 70
• Never abbreviate the tagline (W.A.R.).

RGB
PMS
HEX

• Use correct font and downloaded materials.

TAGLINE

ACCENT

0, 33, 68
289
002144

NAME
CMYK
RGB
PMS
HEX

MURRAY STATE GOLD
0, 24, 94, 0
236, 172, 0
123
ECAC00

LOCK-UP LOGO

The accent colors are the University’s secondary colors. These should be used sparingly.
NAME
CMYK
RGB
PMS
HEX

NAME
CMYK
RGB
PMS
HEX

LITE BLUE
83, 11, 2, 0
0, 164, 227
2995
00A4E3

RED ORANGE
0, 87, 80, 0
255, 69, 0
PANTONE WARM RED
FF4500

WEBSITE

This palette is intended for website use only.

OFFICIAL FILES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT MURRAYSTATE.EDU/TOOLKIT.

NAME MURRAY STATE BLUE
0, 33, 68
RGB
002144
HEX
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NAME MURRAY STATE GOLD
236, 172, 0
RGB
ECAC00
HEX

NAME LINK BLUE
226, 260, 238
RGB
007EB2
HEX

26

toolkit website

various pages of branding guide

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Several new publications were created to support enrollment and yield efforts, including
postcards advertising Admitted Student Weekend in February, the Murray State Promise,
campus safety and more.

Safety.
Community.
Home.

#1 IN CAMPUS
SAFETY INITIATIVES
- SAFE CAMPUS

Designs to support overall institutional marketing included advertising in various print and
web publications, including Lane Report and the Southern Illinoisan.

ONE OF THE NATION’S

TOP 50 SAFEST
COLLEGE TOWNS

Welcome to

- SAFE WISE

admissions.murraystate.edu

No
Tuition.
Our
Promise.

Once a Racer, always a Racer!
A DVOCATE

N ET WORK

SCHOL A R SHI P

High Quality Education.

RECRUI T

Best Value Education.
Total College Experience.

Murray State University Alumni Association members define RACER PRIDE. Our
members allow Murray State’s rich traditions and University mission to thrive,
while also supporting alumni activities all over the world. The MSUAA encourages
alumni to network with other Racers through a mix of programming and events.
Membership is open to all graduates, students, fans and friends.

Congratulations, Shawn!
You’ve earned a scholarship to Murray State University!

With more than 140 academic programs and nearly
180 student organizations, Racers will discover a
special living and learning community — and a lifechanging college experience. We’ll get you where you
want to go — within three months of graduation, 69%
of our graduates are employed and 23% continue their
education based on our most recent reports.

Join today at murraystate.edu/alumni.
Murray State Alumni and Friends
@raceralumni

@raceralumni

Murray State University

Visit admissions.murraystate.edu to learn more,
schedule a campus visit or apply for admission.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
100 Easley Alumni Center
Murray, KY 42071
270-809-5600 • Toll Free: 800-758-8510

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. Murray State University supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

Shawn,

High Quality Education.
Best Value Education.

Congratulations on your outstanding academic achievements! As college is no longer a distant thought, we
truly believe in the incredible experiences that are offered to students at Murray State University. We are very
proud of our nationally-ranked academic programs and position as one of America’s best college values.
Murray State offers 143 programs ranging from agriculture to business, music to computer science,
healthcare to education and much more. We continue to introduce new and innovative academic programs
among our offerings and, most importantly, we prepare our graduates to succeed in the career of their
choice. Recently, Murray State was named a “Best Bang for the Buck” by Washington Monthly, one of
“America’s Best Colleges” by Forbes for the 12th straight year and a “Top Tier University” by U.S. News &
World Report for the 29th consecutive year..

Total College Experience.
Join
the

We also offer a special scholarship, just for Governor’s Scholars Program students. If you earn a 3.5 GPA
and 25 ACT score, you will receive a full tuition scholarship to Murray State! For more information on this
and other scholarship opportunities available, please contact our Scholarship Office at (800) 272-4678 or
email msu.scholarships@murraystate.edu. If you have not done so already, I encourage you to visit
admissions.murraystate.edu to learn more, schedule a campus visit or apply for admission.

NEW 2020–21 Illinois tuition rate for
incoming freshmen and transfer students!

Congratulations!

Equal education and employment opportunities M/F/D, AA employer. Murray State University
supports a clean and healthy campus. Please refrain from personal tobacco use.

Dr. Bob Jackson
President

scholarship award card

alumni advertisement

postcards

To access an e-edition of this report and previous quarterly reports, visit murraystate.edu/bmc/report

SHAWN TOUNEY
Executive Director of Marketing
and Communication
429 Sparks Hall
270-809-4437
stouney@murraystate.edu

